
Inspection of Chipping Norton Pre-
School
Burford Road, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire OX7 5DZ

Inspection date: 31 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are keen to play and learn. They arrive with enthusiasm and know the 
routines securely, such as taking off and hanging up their coats and changing their 
shoes. They learn to manage these tasks very well by themselves, which promotes 
their independence and confidence in their own abilities effectively. Generally, 
children develop good self-care skills, including using the 'tissue station' and toilet 
independently.

Overall, there is an effective learning environment for children. They freely choose 
and access a broad range of interesting resources, toys and equipment. These 
encourage them to explore and investigate. Children learn about science and 
technology concepts through daily experiences. For example, they attach items 
such as scissors and cutlery to magnetic strips, which promotes their curiosity to 
experiment with other items. This helps them to gain knowledge about different 
materials and their properties. 

There is a well-considered curriculum that focuses strongly on the skills and 
knowledge children need to gain. Staff have an effective understanding of what 
they teach. They implement new strategies, including those to help close any gaps 
in children's learning. Staff use these strategies well, for example to promote 
children's listening and speaking skills. Children benefit from plenty of good-quality 
discussions and conversations with staff. This helps to support children to make 
good or better progress from their starting points.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff show a strong commitment to their roles and they work effectively 
together. They have access to training to promote their professional 
development. Staff say they receive very good support for their well-being and 
their work. They have regular individual and team meetings to review their 
practice. This helps staff to reflect on their work and make improvements to 
benefit the children and families. The managers meet and liaise with the 
committee regularly, which contributes to the monitoring of the provision. 

n Staff know the children and families well and offer them effective support, 
including encouraging home learning. Parents and children borrow books to read 
at home, which promotes children's continued learning. Additional funding is 
used effectively, for example to offer a wider choice of books for children to take 
home. In addition, staff identify and buy resources to promote children's 
individual learning needs. 

n Children develop a suitable awareness of healthy lifestyles. They enjoy being 
physically active and develop good physical skills, including spatial awareness 
when running around. Children challenge their physical skills, for example when 
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they persevere in throwing a ball into a net. Children wash their hands regularly 
as part of the routine. On occasion, these routines are not always consistently 
embedded, to further support children's understanding. At snack time, children 
eat and drink healthy options. However, staff do not fully promote healthy 
eating at other times, to enhance children's good health further.

n Staff know their key children's learning needs effectively and how to support 
them. They skilfully challenge children's learning with their interactions. During 
the inspection, staff extended children's learning, for example through 
encouraging counting, identifying sizes and the use of positional language. On 
occasion, the noise level rises indoors, which sometimes affects some children's 
engagement. Staff do not always respond quickly to this, to help minimise the 
impact. 

n Staff identify and take effective steps to help close any gaps in children's 
learning. They know the importance of supporting children's additional needs 
and work with outside professionals when needed. Staff have strong 
partnerships with local agencies. This helps them work together successfully to 
support children and their families. 

n Children are happy and settled. They form positive relationships with staff and 
each other. Children develop strong levels of confidence and resilience. Those 
who arrive with comforters, happily leave these to go and explore. Staff organise 
the environment to help children learn to work together and negotiate with each 
other. Children behave well. They receive warm praise and encouragement, 
which promotes their self-esteem effectively. 

n Parents' feedback reflects staff's strong partnerships with them. Parents speak 
highly about the pre-school and staff. They say the support they and their 
children receive is 'excellent'. Parents comment that staff are approachable and 
they communicate effectively. They praise their children's progress, stating they 
have made significant progress in their language skills and confidence since 
starting. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff clearly know and understand their responsibilities to protect children from 
potential harm. They know how to recognise signs of concern about children or 
adults. Staff understand how to manage any concerns if they arise, including 
making referrals to relevant professionals. They complete risk assessments of the 
premises to help minimise possible dangers or hazards to children. Staff supervise 
children closely and guide them in their understanding of safe behaviours. This 
helps children learn to manage appropriate risks, such as when using scissors. All 
staff hold current paediatric first-aid certificates, which enables them to respond 
promptly should children have accidents or injuries.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and reflect on further steps to take to enhance children's well-being and 
good health, such as consistency in hygiene routines and encouraging more 
awareness of eating healthily

n consider how to manage times when the noise levels rise, to help keep children 
better engaged at these times. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133470

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10233554

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Chipping Norton Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518027

Telephone number 01608 643376

Date of previous inspection 6 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Chipping Norton Pre-School registered in 1993. It is located in the grounds of 
Chipping Norton Secondary School, in Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. The pre-
school is open Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 2.45pm, during term time. There 
are six staff employed to work with the children. The manager has an early years 
foundation degree, four staff hold relevant qualifications at level 3 and one staff 
member holds a level 2 qualification. The pre-school receives funding to provide 
free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sheena Bankier
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and one of the deputy managers completed a learning walk with 
the inspector and explained their curriculum intentions.

n Discussions and meetings were held with the staff, the manager and deputy 
managers during the inspection.

n The manager and the inspector observed an activity together and evaluated the 
quality of teaching and the impact on children's learning afterwards.

n Children talked to the inspector about their interests and activities.
n Parents spoke to the inspector and provided their views and feedback about the 

pre-school. 
n A sample of relevant documents were reviewed, including evidence of staff's 

first-aid training and records of suitability checks for them and committee 
members.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Chipping Norton Pre-School
31 January 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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