
Inspection of Applegarth Day Nursery
Applegarth Day Nursery, Robey Close, Linby, NOTTINGHAM NG15 8AA

Inspection date: 2 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have strong attachments to their key person. Babies and toddlers receive 
lots of cuddles and reassurance when they arrive at the setting and throughout the 
day. Staff sit at the same level as the children, playing alongside them. They 
respond to gestures and the babbles of babies and provide a narrative as toddlers 
play. Staff encourage toddlers to use single words and name familiar objects. 
Photos of the children and their families are displayed throughout the nursery. Staff 
talk to the children about the photos and use them to support children's 
understanding of their individuality and differences. Toddlers spend extended 
periods of time cuddling with the staff, while looking at the photos of their friends.

Children benefit from daily opportunities to play and exercise in the fresh air. Pre-
school children practice their physical skills as they carefully balance to walk along 
wooden beams and a chain linked plank bridged. Staff closely supervise children as 
they climb on large, fixed play equipment. They remind the children of the one-way 
system for traffic as the children use their coordination skills to steer wheeled toys 
around an obstacle in the garden. Staff gently remind children of their expectations 
for behaviour. Encouraging them to be kind to their friends and think about the 
impact that their behaviour has on others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection the management team have accessed support from the 
local authority to address the weaknesses identified. They regularly seek 
feedback from staff, parents and children to help inform plans for improvement. 
They have recently encouraged parents back into the setting to drop off and 
collect their child from the rooms that they are cared for in. Parents have 
welcomed this change. Staff comment that they really enjoy working at the 
nursery and feel valued and appreciated within their role.

n The management team and staff have worked together to design a curriculum 
which is focused on supporting children to develop the skills that they will need 
for their eventual move to school. Staff know the children they work with very 
well and regularly observe them to make sure that they are making progress in 
their learning and development. However, staff do not consistently plan next 
steps for individual children's development, which support them to build on the 
skills and knowledge that they have already acquired.

n The management team and staff are committed to working with other 
professionals to support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. They put plans in place to help children to reach their full potential. 
They use additional funding to provide targeted intervention. Staff use sign 
language, alongside verbal communication, to encourage children to develop 
their spoken language and their communication skills.
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n Staff promote children's love of books and stories. Pre-school children listen to 
stories being read about a favourite character 'Supertato'. Staff encourage them 
to talk about what they can see in the illustrations and to recall the events in the 
story. Children use their imaginations as they act out the well-loved fairy-tale 
'Goldilocks and the three bears'. They confidently recall the events in the story 
and use the repeated refrains as they retell the story.

n Staff support children to develop their independence. Toddlers are supported to 
pour their own drinks and serve their own food at mealtimes. Any spills are 
quickly and swiftly cleaned up to prevent any accidents. Children follow some 
hygiene routines. They wash their hands before eating and after messy play. 
However, staff do not consistently support children to use good hygiene 
practices such as washing their hands after wiping their nose. Staff do not talk 
to children about why washing their hands is important.

n Parents value the information that staff share with them about their child's day 
and about the progress they are making in their development. They comment on 
the progress that their children have made, which they attribute to the time that 
their children spend at the nursery. Parents say that their child has come on in 
leaps in bounds with their communication, language and social skills. They 
comment that their children are developing their manners, that they say please 
and thank you without being prompted to do so. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team understand their role and responsibility to safeguard 
children. They have created an environment where staff are watchful and vigilant 
of any safeguarding concerns. Managers ensure that staff have up-to-date training 
on the procedures to follow should they feel at child is at risk of harm. This 
includes information about how to report concerns about the conduct or suitability 
of another member of staff. Staff check the premises and toys daily to ensure that 
they are safe. They regularly practice emergency evacuations so that children know 
what to do in the event of a fire. Staff follow safer sleeping guidance and sleeping 
children are checked regularly. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to make better use of information they gain from assessments to 
plan children's individual next steps, building on what children already know and 
can do

n develop a consistent approach to teaching children about the importance of 
good hygiene practices.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY311465

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10271724

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 218

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person Applegarth Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905586

Telephone number 0115 9631296

Date of previous inspection 4 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

Applegarth Day Nursery registered in 2005 and is located in Linby, Nottingham. 
The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above and, including one who 
holds qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year 
round, closing for one week between Christmas and New Year and for bank 
holidays. Sessions are from 7.15am to 6.15pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery provides out-of-
school care for older children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Teresa Lester
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and provider the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the 
manager. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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