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Inspection date: 31 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly on arrival. They run in confidently and leave their parents at 
the gate. Children are relaxed and contented in the calm and friendly pre-school. 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) build strong 
emotional attachments with their key person. They readily go for a cuddle and 
share their experiences with them. Children understand the routines of the day. 
They listen well to instructions from staff. For example, when staff ring a bell and 
announce tidy-up time, children eagerly begin to help put the toys and equipment 
away. They show a sense of respect for the learning environment.

Children show superb early technology skills as they play and interact on the 
computer using age-appropriate games. They know their screen time is limited and 
learn to keep themselves safe when using technology. Children concentrate well as 
they construct unique models from recyclable materials. They demonstrate good 
problem-solving skills when using a variety of materials, such as boxes and tape, to 
create their designs. Children beam with pride as they share their creations. Staff 
help to raise children's self-confidence as they praise them for their achievements.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and managers support the staff team well. Staff report the 
management team support their health and well-being, and they find one-to-one 
meetings helpful. Staff support children with SEND well. They work with other 
professionals to narrow any gaps in learning quickly. This promotes the 
continuity of care, learning and development.

n The managers have a good understanding of the pre-school's strengths and 
weaknesses. Recent observations identified mathematics and physical 
development are areas children need more help with. As a result, staff plan 
whole-group time activities to support these areas of learning. However, these 
activities are sometimes lengthy and consolidate what some children already 
know rather than consistently challenging and extending their learning further.   

n Overall, staff interact well with children. Children enjoy role playing doctors with 
staff, who act as willing patients. They create cakes out of the mud in the 
pretend kitchen outdoors. This demonstrates a positive attitude to learning. Staff 
encourage an early love of books as they read to children one-on-one or in 
whole-group story time. However, staff are not always quick to identify when 
some children might need further support to engage fully in their play and 
learning.

n Managers and staff have an overall good understanding of how children learn. 
They encourage children to choose what resources they would like to set out. 
This helps to ensure activities reflect children's interests and support their 
learning across the curriculum. Children have opportunities to take part in forest 
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school sessions. These help them to build life skills in a natural environment. 
n Staff promote children's good health. Children spend lots of time outside in the 

fresh air developing their physical skills. They thoroughly enjoy negotiating 
space on the wheeled toys and searching for one another during a game of hide 
and seek. Children adopt healthy hygiene routines, when they wash their hands 
before and after eating. 

n Staff use the local area well to introduce children to the community beyond the 
pre-school. They organise trips to the shops, visits to see local farm animals and 
outings to the neighbouring church.  

n Staff encourage children to use good manners and develop self-help skills. For 
example, they gently remind children 'we don't say what, we say pardon.' 
Children develop a keen sense of responsibility. They take pride in tasks, such as 
setting the table for snacks. Staff offer children lots of praise for their help. 

n Parents comment positively about the pre-school and the staff. They praise the 
quality of care their children receive. Parents say their children have made 
progress in their speech and language since attending pre-school. They 
appreciate the regular information staff share about their children's learning and 
the lengths staff go to meet their children's individual needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of their responsibilities in 
safeguarding children. They know how to identify the signs that indicate a child is 
at risk of harm. Staff confidently discuss whistle-blowing procedures and who they 
will contact if they have a concern about a colleague. The provider follows strong 
recruitment and vetting arrangements to help ensure staff who work with children 
are suitable for their role. Furthermore, ongoing checks help to ensure staff remain 
suitable. The staff team complete regular risk assessments to ensure the 
environment is free from potential hazards. This promotes a safe environment for 
children to learn and play in.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve group time activities to ensure staff challenge and extend all children's 
learning during these times 

n support staff to better recognise when some children may need additional 
support to help them engage in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY283153

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10264534

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 91

Name of registered person Graham, Lynn Heath

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906798

Telephone number 07986 225 701

Date of previous inspection 19 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Village Pre School and Kids Club registered in 2004. It is located in 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln. The pre-school employs seven members of childcare staff. 
Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The provider 
holds an early years degree. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, term time 
only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The pre-school provides a kids club before 
and after school. The morning session is from 7.45am until 9am and the afternoon 
session is 3pm until 6pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Alleary
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider.

n The provider, the manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.  

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, both indoors 

and outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's 
learning. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

the staff working in the pre-school. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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