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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy the time they spend in this friendly nursery. Older
children are excited to arrive and rush to meet the enthusiastic, energetic staff.
Babies hold their arms out and giggle with delight at seeing their nurturing carers.
Children of all ages show great confidence in new situations. They interact well
with visitors, engaging them in conversation and inviting them into their play.

Children demonstrate high levels of independence. They freely explore the vast
array of activities indoors and in the inspirational garden area. For example,
children investigate various tools in the woodwork area. They confidently use
hammers and other construction equipment safely, developing a good
understanding of how to identify and manage risks in their play.

Children of all ages display high levels of curiosity. Staff encourage this by
engaging well with children in activities. They allow children plenty of time to
explore their own ideas and respond to staff members' thought-provoking
questions. For example, children learn about objects that sink and float. They
discuss how they think that the heavier objects will sink. Staff encourage them to
experiment, offering lots of praise when they guess correctly.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders and managers are highly reflective on all aspects of the nursery. They
seek feedback from parents and other professionals and use this information to
make well-informed changes to their practice. For example, managers have
recently adopted a new electronic journal system. This supports staff and
parents to communicate information about children's daily routines and progress
effectively.

m Staff skilfully extend children's learning during activities. For example, children
discuss how many cakes they need to create for all their friends to have one.
Staff encourage children to count how many they have, before calculating how
many more they must make.

B Relationships between families and staff are strong. Parents speak highly of the
managers and staff and the high-quality care they provide. They comment on
the comprehensive information they receive about children's progress. Parents
of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities particularly value
the close bonds their children have with staff. They comment on the continuous
communication and support they receive, and how this supports their children's
progress.

B Staff use their knowledge of children's prior learning and development well.
They regularly revisit past activities to measure children's progress. For example,
babies have previously been exploring their features using mirrors. During story
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time, staff encourage them to identify the facial features of the animals they
read about. They then support babies to point to the same features on their own
faces.

m Children behave well in the nursery. They are aware of the rules and support
one another to adhere to them. For example, children remind one another to
use their 'walking feet' when indoors. Children are kind and considerate towards
one another. They offer to make their friends cupcakes in a modelling dough
activity. Children chat affectionately to one another, discussing what flavoured
icing and toppings they would like. Staff are excellent role models. They
consistently demonstrate polite and respectful behaviour to children and adults.

B Managers work hard to create an environment where staff feel valued. They
provide regular opportunities to reward and recognise high-quality teaching. For
example, during morning briefing sessions, staff are encouraged to identify and
celebrate strengths in each other's practice.

m Staff monitor children's progress well. They complete regular, high-quality
assessments to gather comprehensive information about children's abilities,
interests and future learning goals. However, staff do not consistently use this
robust knowledge when engaging with children during activities. On occasion,
activities are not adapted to support the specific interests and learning needs of
individual children. Some activities can be too challenging, and children do not
fully engage in them.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. They
have a good understanding of the signs and symptoms that could indicate a child is
at risk of harm. Staff clearly explain the correct process to follow when reporting
concerns. Managers and staff complete daily, comprehensive risk assessments of
all areas of the setting and supervise children extremely well during activities.
Managers have robust recruitment and induction processes to ensure all staff are
suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B ensure staff consistently meet the learning needs of individual children during
group activities

B enhance methods of coaching to support staff to raise the quality of their
teaching to a consistently high level.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY415737

Bedford

10265115

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
1to4

40
59
Footsteps Nursery School Partnership

RP904780

01234 262743 / 07984136097
25 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Footsteps Nursery School registered in 2010. The nursery opens Monday to Friday,
during school term times. Sessions are from 7.40am to 5pm. The nursery employs
15 members of childcare staff, 11 of whom hold appropriate qualifications at level 3
or above. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-

year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Antonia Campbell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector considered the views of parents by speaking to several parents
during the inspection and reviewing feedback letters.

B The inspector looked at relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability
of all staff.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children during
activities.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching to assess the impact on children's
learning.

B The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of an activity to
assess the quality of teaching.

B The inspector held discussions with staff about the monitoring of learning and
development in the setting and tracked the progress of several children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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