
Inspection of Tick Tocks Nursery And 
After School Club
McLintocks, Summer Lane, BARNSLEY, South Yorkshire S70 2NZ

Inspection date: 25 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Despite weaknesses in the key-person system, planning, supervision and 
deployment of staff, children arrive happy and ready to play. As children arrive 
each day, the setting is peaceful and spacious. Children and families are welcomed, 
and children can choose to play or sit and eat breakfast. Children are sometimes 
offered carefully designed activities to meet their individual learning needs. 
However, this is not consistent throughout the nursery for all children. When staff 
are not available, some children are left to wander around and do not show an 
interest in the resources and experiences on offer. This has an impact on children's 
learning and welfare.

Staff encourage children to sit together on the carpet for stories and songs. They 
sing about the days of the week. Staff use actions and children slowly begin to join 
in repeating the days of the week and counting on their fingers as they remember 
the song. Children are encouraged to explore sensory activities. Children use their 
fingers to paint a model dinosaur, they are engaged and engrossed as staff 
encourage them to recognise different parts of the dinosaur body. Children sprinkle 
the paint with glitter and wash it away in the water trough.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n In some areas of the nursery a system of observation, assessment and planning 
is in place. However, planning is not consistent or shared effectively. There is no 
clear focus on what individual children need to learn next and not all children are 
engaged and challenged. Children's next steps are not consistently shared 
among staff to provide appropriate and challenging experiences for all children

n Staff-to-child ratio requirements are met in all areas. However, staff cover large 
areas and are not always working with their key children to observe and respond 
to children's interests. This impacts on the development of communication and 
language and how staff understand and plan for individual children.

n The provider, who is also the manager, is passionate about supporting families 
of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. She has developed 
good links with other professionals and organisations to support families to find 
support, guidance and funding. Parents say they are grateful for the expert help 
they receive. 

n Parents are encouraged to share information when children start at the setting 
and in regular conversations with staff. This information is used to identify 
children's starting points and to inform the curriculum. The manager has a clear 
intent for the curriculum to focus on socialisation, although it is evident in some 
activities that this is not yet consistent throughout the nursery. The manager 
holds informal supervision meetings with staff. However, a more robust system 
of supervision meetings is needed to improve the practice and well-being of all 
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staff.
n The outdoor environment is used regularly; children enjoy being outside, they 

run around and ride tricycles. The area is not yet organised, resourced or 
planned to support engaging, creative play and learning. 

n The cook prepares healthy meals and carefully monitors children's specific 
dietary requirements. Children eat together at the table, they listen to 
instructions and behave well. Older children take responsibility and practice 
independence by helping to clear away their plates and cups. 

n Staff are affectionate, they spend time learning about individual babies and 
helping them to settle. Babies feel secure and develop close bonds; staff cuddle 
them and make eye contact while they are bottle fed. Children's care needs are 
met, babies have labelled cups and access to water throughout the day. Nappy 
changing is carried out with sensitive care and privacy to meet the needs of 
different children. Children sleep when they need to and wake up naturally.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a clear understanding of the types of abuse and can identify possible 
signs and symptoms of abuse. They know who to speak to for support and how to 
raise a concern about a child or an adult. Safeguarding contact numbers are 
accurate and prominently displayed in the setting, and the staff receive updates 
and training on local safeguarding policy. Registers are kept accurately, and 
accidents and incidents recorded, shared with parents and monitored.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
improve planning so that all children 
consistently receive challenging and 
enjoyable activities and experiences that 
take account of their individual needs, 
interests and stages of development

30/08/2023

ensure that staff are deployed 
appropriately to support children's 
learning and welfare

30/05/2023

implement a key-person system that 
provides all children with consistent, 
settled relationships with familiar adults

30/05/2023
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improve systems for the supervision of 
all staff in order to support staff's well-
being and improve their practice.

30/08/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the outdoor area to promote learning in all areas and so that children 
can explore and develop their own play ideas. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY485169

Local authority Barnsley

Inspection number 10264919

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 99

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Tick Tocks Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903295

Telephone number 01226 284186

Date of previous inspection 29 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Tick Tocks Nursery and After School Club registered in 2015. The nursery employs 
19 members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3, one at level 4 and two at level 5. The nursery opens all 
year round, Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm. They provide funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Brooks
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector completed a learning walk around the setting to understand how 
the early years provision is organised.

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector observed play and interactions between children and practitioners 

during the inspection.
n The inspector held a number of discussions with practitioners and management 

and looked at relevant documentation.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents through discussions and 

written feedback provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Tick Tocks Nursery And After School Club
25 January 2023 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

