
Inspection of Ladybird Pre-school
King Georges Playing Field, Lambs Lane, Cottenham, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire 
CB24 8TB

Inspection date: 26 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly greeted by staff as they arrive at the setting. They have good 
relationships with staff, which helps them to settle quickly into their day. Children 
are eager to take part in activities and talk to their peers while completing puzzles. 
They sit with staff to read books and talk about their favourite stories. Children 
take turns at activities. For example, while making fake snow, children share the 
various ingredients, mixing and stirring them.

Children gain independence as they help to prepare fruit and set up cups and 
plates for their snack. Staff help younger children to find their bags for nappy 
changing. Children are able to put their own coats on when going outside, and help 
is available if they require it. Older children find their names independently, while 
younger children have a picture on their name cards to help find their names. 
Children are confident to speak to visitors and share their ideas. They talk about 
what their favourite activities are in the setting. Children discuss making a new 
type of dinosaur and naming it an 'Octosaurus'. Staff take children on trips in the 
local area. They visit the allotments, where they see the vegetables growing, and 
talk about growing their own vegetables to have at snack time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has a clear vision for the setting and how they would 
like to move forward. For example, they have gained funding to set up a sensory 
garden. They have created a curriculum that is adaptable, to support all children 
who attend.

n Staff feel valued and well supported by the management team. They have 
regular supervisions and appraisal meetings. Regular staff and management 
meetings take place, and this enables information sharing. Managers encourage 
staff to undertake training to further develop their own skills and knowledge. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) embraces her role within the 
setting. She works with a variety of agencies to ensure the children receive the 
best support possible. The SENCo completes all relevant paperwork and is able 
to signpost families to the correct agencies for support.

n Staff plan experiences that engage children. For example, children use tools to 
attempt to get items out of frozen ice. However, there are occasions when staff 
are not consistent with supporting children's behaviour. When this is not 
supported appropriately, there is an impact on children's learning.

n Parents praise staff at the setting and comment on the progress their children 
make. Staff welcome parents into the setting during arrival and collection times, 
which helps to build positive partnerships. Parents speak highly of the 
communication from staff, which allows them to know what their child has 
achieved during the day. Parents access an online platform, which provides 
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further information about the next steps their children are working on and how 
they can support this at home.

n Staff skilfully support the use of technology. They show children which buttons 
to push to look at photos that are on an electronic tablet. Children have access 
to an electronic streaming device and are able to choose their own songs to 
listen to. All electronic resources have parental controls, and staff supervise their 
use.

n All children, including those who speak English as an additional language, 
benefit from staff that provide an environment rich in language and vocabulary. 
Children experience new words and embed existing knowledge. They talk about 
how the melon they prepare for snack feels, using words such as 'slippery', 
'cold', and 'squidgy'. Mathematics is part of children's everyday conversation. For 
example, young children play with a car garage and use positional language to 
describe what is happening to the car. They comment, 'the car is going down', 
and, 'the car is at the back'.

n Staff use the well-equipped outside area to encourage physical play. Staff 
provide water and paintbrushes for children to 'paint' blackboards or the pirate 
ship. Staff support children to use a variety of bicycles and scooters on the road 
track and provide beams for children to learn how to balance. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a clear understanding of their role to safeguard children in their care. 
They have a good knowledge of the signs of abuse. Staff understand the 
importance of record keeping and have clear procedures in place to ensure children 
remain safe. Staff have a wider knowledge and understanding of safeguarding, 
including knowledge of 'Prevent' duty and county lines. There is a robust safer 
recruitment process in place, and new staff complete a thorough induction, which 
includes safeguarding procedures. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to be consistent in their management of children's behaviour, to 
reduce the impact on children's learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 221886

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10264225

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person Ladybird Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903927

Telephone number 01954 250891

Date of previous inspection 8 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Ladybird Pre-school registered in 1994. The pre-school employs 17 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, eight hold childcare qualifications at level 3 and one holds 
a qualification at level 2. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, from 9am until 
3pm, during term time only. It provides funded early education places for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Clayton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 

the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.
n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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