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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children develop secure relationships with the warm and nurturing staff team. They
call staff 'auntie’ and enjoy playing with the adults who care for them. Children play
cooperatively with their friends. Younger children copy their older peers and delight
in playing with them. For example, they put on fancy dress costumes and pretend
to be different characters. During activities, children work together on their shared
ideas. For example, they use spades to dig mud in the woodland area. Children
excitedly explain that they are digging a 'pot hole'. They talk to their friends about
their ideas, encouraging everyone to get involved and help.

Children enjoy exploring the natural world. For instance, staff give children
magnifying glasses to hunt for bugs under logs. Children spend lots of time outside
in the fresh air. They benefit from physical exercise to burn off energy. For
example, children use ride-on cars to push themselves around the garden. The
manager and staff want the best for all children. They know each child well and
focus their activities on what children are interested in and enjoy.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager develops a curriculum that focuses on the skills that children need
to learn to prepare them for the next stage in their education. For instance, she
prioritises children becoming independent and developing strong gross and fine
motor skills. As a result, children demonstrate good control when they draw and
practise writing letters.

m Children are happy to spend time at the playgroup. They show high levels of
engagement in the activities that they choose. For instance, children build
towers out of large foam bricks. They are eager to have a go and challenge
themselves to build the tower as high as they can.

B Children complete self-care tasks independently. For example, they wash their
hands by themselves and communicate the need to go to the toilet. During
snack and mealtimes, staff provide children with lots of opportunities and
encouragement to do things for themselves. For example, children pour their
own drinks and open the packets in their lunch boxes.

B The manager provides staff with regular supervision. She holds team meetings
and encourages staff to reflect on what is working well and what they would like
to improve. The manager has created a positive working environment where
staff feel valued.

m Children enjoy helping adults to complete tasks. For example, they work with an
adult to complete the daily register, checking which of their friends are present.
Children understand the daily routine well. When staff use a tambourine to
signal it is tidy-up time, they help to put the toys away before sitting on the
carpet. Children sit and listen well while recapping the expectations for their
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behaviour, such as to have 'listening ears'.

B Parents report that they are very happy with the care and education provided to
their children. They feel their children are making good progress. Parents are
included in their children's education, and they receive regular feedback about
their development. Staff also provide parents with ways that they can support
their children's learning at home.

B Staff deploy themselves well and interact with children during their play.
However, they do not always consider how to use their interactions to introduce
new language to children to broaden their vocabulary, such as when children are
participating in creative activities.

B The role of the key person is fully embedded, and staff know their key children
well. Staff identify what individual children need to learn next. However,
sometimes, they do not always consider how to precisely include individual
children's learning needs into their planned activities.

m Staff help to teach children about traditions that are celebrated throughout the
world. For example, they talk to children about Chinese New Year and provide
related activities. Children confidently recall that it is the Year of the Rabbit as
they curiously explore cooked spaghetti.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager prioritises the safety and well-being of the children in her care. She
ensures that the staff and children know and understand the procedures for an
emergency evacuation. Staff regularly refresh their safeguarding training to keep
their knowledge up to date. They have a secure understanding of the signs that
may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff are confident in the procedure to
follow if they believe a child is at risk of harm. They understand their duty to report
concerns or allegations about adults working with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m focus on improving staff's teaching in order to extend and broaden children's
vocabulary to further develop their communication and language

B refine how staff plan activities to ensure that they precisely support individual
children to achieve and make the best possible progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 113813

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection humber 10234076

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person The Warren Playgroup Committee
Telephone number 01273 495076

Date of previous inspection 16 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Warren Playgroup registered in 2000. It operates from the church hall in Henfield,
West Sussex. The playgroup is open between 9am and 3pm on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday, and between 9am and 1pm on Thursday and Friday, during term
time. The playgroup employs nine staff. Of these, five hold relevant early years
qualifications at level 3. The playgroup receives funding to provide free early
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jade Orosz
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

m Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the
playgroup.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

XK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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