
 

School report 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of Bradwell Junior School 
Hugh Lane, Bradwell, Hope Valley, Derbyshire S33 9JB 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 24 and 25 November 2022 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Inadequate 

The quality of education Inadequate 

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement 

Personal development Requires improvement 

Leadership and management Inadequate 

Previous inspection grade Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders have not ensured that arrangements to keep pupils safe are effective. The 
systems in place to identify pupils at risk and protect them are weak.  
 
The curriculum taught at Bradwell Junior School lacks ambition. Pupils do not 
receive the high-quality education they deserve. Their experience of some subjects 
is too narrow. Writing is not taught effectively. Some pupils do not receive the help 
they need to learn to read. 
 
Pupils behave well. Pupils say that bullying can happen. They trust their teachers to 
resolve any specific bullying issues they may have. Nevertheless, leaders do not 
have sufficient oversight of the bullying that takes place in school. This limits their 
ability to quickly address any persistent misbehaviours. 
 
Pupils receive many opportunities to extend their learning beyond the taught 
curriculum. They particularly enjoy growing their own food in the school garden. 
Cooking and eating the food they grow are two of their favourite activities. Pupils 
really enjoy the wealth of sport they experience. They express pride in their role on 
the pupil council. They value attending a small school, where everyone knows them 
well.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have not designed the curriculum carefully enough. It is poorly sequenced. 
There has not been enough consideration of how to order learning, so that it builds 
upon pupils’ prior learning. The curriculum in the foundation subjects and science is 
too narrow and does not meet the ambition of the national curriculum. Some pupils 
experience a curriculum of disconnected facts. This makes learning confusing for 
them. 
 
The opportunities pupils receive to develop their knowledge and skills in writing are 
limited. Pupils rarely produce extended pieces of writing. The teaching of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar is weak. Pupils’ achievement in writing is poor.  
 
Teachers do not check closely enough that pupils are learning what is planned. 
Pupils do not receive the help they need to address misconceptions or close any 
gaps in learning that may emerge.  
 
Teachers do not adapt their teaching to meet the needs of pupils, particularly pupils 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils with SEND are 
quickly identified. In lessons, they are given a great deal of help and support, 
particularly from teaching assistants. But too often, the support they are given does 
not meet their specific learning needs. This undermines their chances to achieve 
well. 
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The reading curriculum for early readers is poor. There is no phonics programme in 
place for those who need to access it. Some pupils do not learn to read competently 
for their age. They are unable to access the curriculum in other subjects at the 
levels that they should because they cannot read well enough. 
 
Leaders’ approach to promoting a love of reading is not systematic. Leaders do not 
have an overview of the books that pupils read. They are unaware of the amount of 
time pupils spend practising their reading with parents or with teachers. Teachers do 
not make sure that pupils are given appropriate books that are suitable for their 
reading level.  
 
Leaders have rightly identified that some pupils do not attend school regularly 
enough. Leaders have started to address this issue, however, too many pupils 
remain absent from school too often.  
 
The personal, social and health education (PSHE) curriculum is not as well planned 
as it could be. For example, leaders have not considered well enough how best 
pupils can learn about healthy relationships. Pupils have many opportunities to be 
involved within the local community. They enjoy school trips and residentials. All 
staff provide pupils with a great deal of pastoral care. Parents are full of praise for 
the supportive and welcoming atmosphere of the school. 
 
Leaders are not taking effective action to address the school’s weaknesses. Leaders 
lack the knowledge and understanding of how to plan an appropriate and effective 
curriculum.  
 
Governors do not have a good enough understanding of their role. They do not have 
close oversight of the impact of the use of external funding to ensure that 
disadvantaged pupils and pupils with SEND achieve well. They have not ensured 
that the curriculum is ambitious enough. They have not completed the necessary 
safeguarding training. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective. 
 
The systems in place to identify and record pupils who may be at risk from harm are 
poor. Some pupils who are at risk of harm are not being identified. Leaders do not 
have sufficient oversight of safeguarding procedures to ensure that all pupils are 
kept safe. Leaders do not always ensure that the most vulnerable pupils get the 
specialist support they need. It is not always clear what actions have been taken to 
protect pupils. 
 
Leaders do not keep accurate records of pupils’ attendance. This places pupils at 
risk, for instance, when pupils leave the building before the end of the typical school 
day. Leaders cannot assure themselves of the whereabouts of pupils.  
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Safeguarding is ineffective. Leaders do not fulfil their responsibilities to keep 

pupils safe. Leaders should make sure that effective safeguarding systems are in 
place to swiftly identify and effectively support the most vulnerable pupils. This 
includes the keeping of accurate records of pupils’ attendance. 

 Some attendance records are inaccurate. Some pupils do not attend regularly 
enough. Leaders must make sure that accurate attendance records are kept. 
Leaders should ensure that pupils and families receive the necessary support to 
attend regularly.  

 The curriculum is not sufficiently ambitious. Leaders have not given enough 
thought to what they want pupils to learn. Pupils are not acquiring the knowledge 
and skills they need across a broad range of subjects, including in aspects of 
personal, social and health education (PHSE). Leaders should make sure that the 
curriculum is set out clearly and is ambitious, so that pupils are able to develop a 
secure understanding across the full range of subjects.  

 Leaders have not enabled pupils to become fluent and confident readers. Pupils 
who are at early stage of reading do not receive enough support. Leaders should  
make sure that a structured, well-planned and sequenced reading curriculum is 
put in place and implemented effectively. 

 Leaders do not have close enough oversight of pupils’ reading. Some pupils do 
not read regularly enough. Some pupils do not read books appropriate to their 
reading ability. Leaders should make sure that a comprehensive programme is in 
place that ensures that pupils read regularly, access a wide range of appropriate 
books, and develop a love of reading. 

 The teaching of writing is weak. The standard of pupils’ writing is low. Leaders 
should make sure that pupils develop the knowledge that they need to write with 
confidence. 

 Governors do not have a good enough understanding of their role. They do not 
hold leaders to account effectively enough. Leaders must make sure that a 
knowledgeable and well-trained governing body is in place. 

 

Leaders and those responsible for governance may not appoint early career teachers 
before the next monitoring inspection.   

 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Bradwell Junior School 

24 and 25 November 2022 5 
 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 112512 

Local authority Derbyshire 

Inspection number 10241736 

Type of school Junior 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 7 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 42 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Ria Costello 

Headteacher Kathryn McGuiness 

Website www.bradwelljuniorschool.com 

Date of previous inspection 20 September 2017, under section 8 of 
the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The headteacher took up her post in September 2022. 

 The school does not currently use any alternative provision. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
In accordance with section 44(1) of the Education Act 2005, His Majesty's Chief 
Inspector is of the opinion that this school requires special measures because it is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the persons 
responsible for leading, managing or governing the school are not demonstrating the 
capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. 
 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with school 
leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 
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 The lead inspector met with the headteacher to discuss their evaluation of the 
quality of education. She met with the chair of governors and members of the 
governing body. She spoke with a representative of the local authority by 
telephone. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in reading, mathematics, physical education and 
history. For each deep dive, the inspector met with subject leaders, looked at  
curriculum plans, visited lessons, spoke to teachers and pupils and looked at 
samples of pupils’ work. Inspectors heard pupils read. 

 Inspectors reviewed the curriculum plans for PSHE, science and religious 
education. 

 Inspectors observed pupils during lunchtime and playtime. They spoke to groups 
of pupils, including members of the pupil council. 

 The lead inspector met with the designated safeguarding leader to discuss the 
actions taken to keep children safe. She reviewed a range of documents including 
the school’s single central record of staff. She looked at information about the 
actions taken to protect the most vulnerable pupils. She reviewed information 
relating to attendance and pupils’ behaviour. 

 An inspector reviewed risk assessments and walked the school site. 

 The views of staff, pupils and parents were considered. 
 

Inspection team 

 

Jayne Ashman, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector 

Anne Maingay His Majesty's Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
 

© Crown copyright 2022 
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