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Inspection date: 25 January 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The nursery provides a caring, safe, stimulating and fun environment, which
children thrive in. Staff provide many different activities. These keep children
interested, while also allowing them the freedom to explore the resources they
choose. Children are encouraged to become inquisitive, curious learners, full of
confidence and independence.

Children form close bonds to both staff and their peers. Older children regularly
seek out staff interaction and engage in imaginary play, such as mud kitchen
restaurants. Babies smile as they hold their arms up for cuddles and nuzzle their
faces into their key person for comfort. They show that they feel safe to explore
their surroundings and ask for help when needed.

Leaders have adopted a curriculum that is ambitious for all. Children's interests and
well-being are at the heart of their learning experiences. Staff provide activities
that build on what children already know. Younger children enjoy exploring natural
resources, such as feathers and pine cones. They have many opportunities to join
in with singing favourite nursery rhymes and playing along with instruments. Older
children explore mathematical concepts using weighing scales. They talk about the
'heaviest' and explore what happens with different materials. Children make good
progress and are well prepared to move on to school, showing a love of learning
and a positive attitude.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff provide a curriculum that supports children to make good progress. It is
well planned and structured, enabling older children to focus on what they need
to learn next. Activities for younger children are engaging and interesting.
However, sometimes, they are less well planned around what they want children
to learn. This means that children are not always benefitting from focused
learning that targets their developmental needs.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well by
staff. Staff know them as individuals and are good at including them in learning
opportunities. Progress is reviewed regularly, and small, achievable targets are
put in place. Funding is spent well, such as on sensory resources to help children
feel settled and more able to regulate their behaviour.

m Children demonstrate highly positive attitudes to learning. Staff provide activities
that provoke good levels of curiosity and concentration from children. Younger
children enjoy taking turns to mix bird food. Older children focus when using
different tools to pour and manipulate oats and play dough. Pre-school children
thoroughly enjoy exploring the idea of being a baker, using spices and oats.

W Staff support children to build strong, caring friendships with their peers.
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Children demonstrate that they are kind and thoughtful in their play. Two boys
happily play together, making each other 'ice creams' with sand. They are
careful to find out their friend's favourite flavour first. They then praise each
other highly on their sandcastle making skills. This supports them well to
understand other's feelings and emotions and how to maintain positive
friendships.

m Staff support children to explore risks, both indoors and outdoors. They regularly
go for walks in the local woodland area. Children confidently navigate space
using ride-on toys. They even problem solve together, working out how to clear
a safe path in the garden for their bikes. This promotes their confidence and
independence, as well as developing their physical health.

W The established key-person system works well to support children in forming
secure attachments. Relationships with babies are playful and responsive. For
example, when staff sing 'round and round the garden', children smile and
squirm in delight as they anticipate being tickled with a feather. Older children
giggle as they wait for staff to find them hiding under a parachute tunnel.

B Leaders are evaluative of both their own and their staff's practice. They identify
and address any training needs through regular observations and supervisions.
Sometimes, this is not thoroughly explored afterwards with leaders, which can
leave staff unsure about how to embed their training into practice effectively.

W Leaders and staff maintain positive and effective partnerships with parents. This
enables children to have a good continuity of learning and care. Parents have
only positive praise for the nursery. One mother states that her child 'goes
skipping in happy and comes home beaming.'

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a clear understanding of child protection issues and their
roles and responsibilities in safeguarding all children. Staff are clear about how to
identify the signs and symptoms of possible abuse and the procedures to adopt if
they are worried about a child's welfare. Staff know what to do if an allegation is
made against a member of staff. Leaders carry out robust recruitment procedures
to ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. They check staff's ongoing
suitability. This helps to keep children safe. Staff complete daily checks of the
environment to ensure that the premises are safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B plan the curriculum more effectively for younger children, to make sure that
group activities are always linked more closely to what children need to learn
next
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m further improve teaching by offering staff more support from leaders following
training, to embed the new skills they have learned.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2585041

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection humber 10251106

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
oD e
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Wintle, Georgina

Telephone number 01435 872006

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Oz Tots nursery registered in August 2020 and is situated in Mayfield, East Sussex.
It provides care for children aged three months to five years. The nursery is open
Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 6.30pm, for 50 weeks of the year. Funding is
accepted to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four
years. A team of 14 members of staff are employed, of whom one holds a level 4
qualification, six a level 3, including the manager, one a level 2, and six are
unqualified.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Harvey
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The provider and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector spoke with staff and observed interactions between staff and
children.

m Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when
they are at nursery.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider.

B Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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