
Inspection of Charnwood Pre-school & 
Out of School Club
104a Church Hill Road, Thurmaston, Leicestershire LE4 8DE

Inspection date: 24 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily arrive at the setting and separate from their parents or carers with 
ease. They are confident to explore the environment and choose resources 
independently. Children use rackets and balls to develop their hand-eye 
coordination. Staff show children how to throw balls into a hoop and develop their 
gross motor skills. Children enjoy a variety of mark-making activities. They show 
their creativity by using a selection of coloured pencils to draw around real fruit, 
such as bananas and pears. Children build on prior learning and show a love of 
nature. They learn about different birds as they refill the setting's bird feeder with 
sunflower seeds and mealworms. Children talk about robins and blue tits. Children 
are highly engaged in the learning activities provided for them. They particularly 
enjoy showing their imagination with the different role-play areas on offer. Children 
enjoy making 'nature soup' in the outdoor kitchen. 

Pre-school children confidently talk to visitors about their experiences and what 
they like to do with their friends. They join in with familiar songs and actions when 
staff sing with them. All children, including those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND), make good progress from their starting points. Staff 
have detailed knowledge of their key children's needs. They quickly respond to 
children who need support and engage them in activities they enjoy. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have an ambitious curriculum in place that is coherently planned and 
well sequenced. Staff build on what children already know and support older 
children to become independent. At mealtimes, the children use knives and forks 
well and pour their drinks from a jug. Staff teach children how to use more 
complex equipment safely, such as a pencil sharpener. This prepares children 
well for starting school. 

n Staff promote a love of reading and embed this into the curriculum. Children 
gather around adults and listen intently to stories. Staff encourage children to 
celebrate their differences through their book of the term, 'I Like Myself'. They 
discuss their diversity and what makes them unique. 

n Physical development is well promoted throughout the setting. Staff understand 
the importance of children building physical strength before starting school. Pre-
school children have the opportunity to attend forest school. This helps them to 
learn about the world around them and develop their large-muscle skills. 
Younger children visit local parks while on a nature walk. This builds their 
stamina and prepares them for attending forest school. 

n The manager has effective arrangements in place to support children with SEND 
and those who speak English as an additional language. Staff use simple sign 
language to help ensure that all children are included in activities. The special 
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educational needs coordinator (SENCo) creates targeted plans for children with 
SEND, which ensures that staff know how to support each child. This ensures 
that all children make progress from their starting point. 

n Staff take children on a 'listening walk', which helps children to understand road 
safety and develop their communication and language. Staff encourage children 
to listen to the sounds they can hear, such as birds, cars and trains. Children 
know to 'stop, look and listen' when crossing the road. Staff introduce new 
vocabulary, such as 'traffic', 'reversing' and 'indicating'. Children behave well and 
respect each other and the staff.

n Staff introduce mathematical concepts, such as balancing, to children. Children 
use wooden blocks to build a bridge for the bears to cross the river. Staff 
introduce vocabulary of size, such as bigger and smaller. However, some staff 
occasionally ask children lots of questions in quick succession. Consequently, 
children struggle to process these quickly enough and find them difficult to 
answer.

n Parents talk about how supportive the staff are. They feel that they receive lots 
of communication about their child's progress and praise the friendly staff.

n Staff generally encourage children to take care of their personal needs. They 
support them as they undo buttons on their cardigans. However, children do not 
always learn good hygiene practices. Staff often step in and wipe their noses for 
them. Furthermore, staff do not always wash their hands after wiping children's 
noses or encourage children to wash their own hands.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a good knowledge and understanding of how to safeguard all 
children. They know the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of 
harm. Staff understand the procedures to follow if they have concerns about a 
child's welfare. They also understand how to report concerns about the conduct of 
a colleague in the event of an allegation. Leaders have robust vetting and 
recruitment procedures to ensure all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff 
regularly risk assess areas of the setting and ensure they are free from hazards. 
Staff attend quickly to children who require medical attention. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n coach staff to consistently use questioning techniques more precisely to allow 
children enough time to think and respond to questions

n support staff to consistently teach and remind children of the importance of 
good hygiene practices and managing their own personal hygiene, such as 
wiping their nose.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2598042

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10251479

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 88

Number of children on roll 351

Name of registered person Beaver Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528037

Telephone number 01163195610

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Charnwood Pre-school & Out of School Club registered in September 2020 and is 
located in Thurmaston, Leicestershire. The setting opens Monday to Friday, all year 
around. The Pre-school employs 8 members of childcare staff, with a further 4 staff 
who work solely in the out-of-school club. Seven members of staff hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above. Out-of-school sessions are from 
7.30am until 8.30am and 3pm until 6pm, term time only. Pre-school sessions are 
available term time only, from 8.30am until 2.30pm. During school holidays, the 
setting is open from 7.30am until 6pm. The setting provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Barsby-Robinson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The Inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation of the provider.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the setting.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 

of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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