
Inspection of Starfish Kids Club @ 
Cottesmore
Cottesmore St. Marys Rc Primary School, The Upper Drive, Hove BN3 6NB

Inspection date: 23 January 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff warmly welcome children arriving at the club. Children immediately start 
enjoying a range of creative or physical activities, indoors and outside. They feel 
happy and safe in the care of the competent and trained staff. 

Children confidently tell the inspector about how they love coming to the club, 
saying 'This is the Starfish Club. It is brilliant.' They ask her about what she is 
doing and speak with confidence about their experiences. They are proud of their 
club and like the staff. Children are very polite and behaviour is excellent.

Children play board and card games and cooperate well with each other and staff. 
There is lots of laughter when a member of staff does not win a word game. 
Children are keen to share their knowledge of the different games and how to play 
them. Other children enjoy using their imaginations and being creative. They mould 
brightly coloured clay and explain 'I am making a rainbow pancake and I am going 
to add gold.' Children proudly show the inspector their realistic watermelon models. 
Plastic beads are also popular and children focus intently as they make their 
intricate designs.

Outside, children enjoy playing football and skipping. They enjoy the fresh air and 
physical exercise after a busy afternoon at school. This prepares them for a healthy 
and delicious snack, when they chat happily with friends and staff. Parents are 
delighted that their children have such a happy and fulfilling time at the club. They 
happily tell the inspector that many of their Christmas tree decorations were made 
at the club.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Behaviour at the club is excellent. Children contribute to a set of 'golden rules', 
and a Club Council enables children to share in making decisions. This promotes 
a feeling of friendship, support and unity. 

n Staff ensure that children are very well looked after and know how to keep 
themselves safe. Vigilant staff supervise activities outside and indoors. Staff 
communicate using walkie-talkie devices, which means support, if needed, is 
provided quickly. Children dress warmly during the colder months. They enjoy 
physical exercise to keep themselves warm and healthy after a busy day at 
school. 

n Hygiene practices are effective. Staff safely prepare food and children wash their 
hands before eating. Children enjoy making healthy snacks and choosing their 
fillings at the 'sandwich station'. Fresh water is available to ensure children 
remain hydrated. Juicy watermelon is offered for dessert. Children enjoy this 
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independence and opportunities to learn about food. Sometimes, they make 
flatbread pizzas and parents talk about their children teaching them to make 
them at home.

n Parents speak very highly of the club. They say their children's happy smiling 
faces at home time tell them that they have had a wonderful time. Parents 
particularly value the enrichment provided through creative activities. Limited 
access to screens help children enjoy a range of creative and physical activities. 
Parents speak warmly of the club coordinator and how much their children like 
the staff. Parents can access an informative website and social media pages, 
where photographs show artwork completed at the club. Policies and procedures 
are available here for parents to refer to. The club responds to ad hoc parental 
feedback. 

n The club enjoys a close relationship with the school. Some school staff work in 
the club and there are effective systems for sharing information. This means 
that children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well 
supported. Parents of the youngest children receive regular information. This 
helps to provide a picture of their child's personal development and well-being. 
The headteacher takes an interest in the club and is pleased to offer after-school 
care to working parents.

n Managers ensure that all staff receive regular training. Staff have a range of 
qualifications, including playwork. Staff feel supported and receive regular 
supervision. This helps to build an effective and skilful team and staff have 
opportunities to strengthen their knowledge. Staff say they feel well supported 
in their role and really enjoy their work with the children at Starfish Club.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a robust knowledge of safeguarding matters and how to raise concerns. 
They receive regular training into the different aspects of safeguarding, including 
the Prevent Duty and County Lines. They are aware of the signs and symptoms 
that a child could be at risk of harm. Staff have completed paediatric first aid 
training and take appropriate action in the event of an accident. Routine risk 
assessments ensure that the environment is safe and secure. Management have 
organised and clear recruitment procedures to ensure that all staff have suitability 
checks at the point of employment. Ongoing induction and supervision ensures that 
staff are supported and checks are in place to ensure they remain suitable to work 
with children.    
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2603509

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10251616

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 117

Name of registered person Starfish Kids Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903470

Telephone number 07941 525291

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Starfish Kids Club @ Cottesmore registered in 2020. It operates from 
Cottesmore School in Hove, East Sussex. The club is open from 3pm until 6pm, 
Monday to Thursday during term time. There are five staff who work at the club. 
The manager and club coordinator are qualified in playwork and one member of 
staff is a qualified teacher.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Penny Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection of this setting since registration and since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working at the club.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection and told her about what 
they enjoy doing at the club. 

n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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