
Childminder report

Inspection date: 23 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The children settle well into a homely environment. They are happy and 
demonstrate a sense of belonging. The childminder gives gentle reinforcement that 
helps children cooperate and respond well to the rules and boundaries that are put 
in place. They show confidence in their interactions and share their likes and 
dislikes. For example, children explain that they enjoy going to the library to look at 
books. Children are given choices and their opinions are valued and respected. This 
has a positive impact on their sense of self and their well-being.

Children enjoy being in the outdoors and exploring the world they live in. They 
show care and concern for each other and animals. For instance, children are 
encouraged to feed the pet rabbits and show sensitivity when petting them. The 
childminder enhances children's learning experience by explaining why the rabbits 
need food.

The childminder regularly uses simple sign language to support children's 
communication and language development. Children demonstrate their 
understanding by responding and mimicking signs. This strengthens children's 
language and supports them when they are communicating their needs. Children 
are given opportunities in their busy day to relax. They enjoy this time, which 
enables them to rest well and renew their energy.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has a good knowledge of the areas development and what she 
wants the children to learn. She knows the children well. With thoughtful 
observation and assessment, she identifies areas where children need support. 
The childminder's intention for children's learning is clear and she aspires to 
move them on in their development.

n Children play with a purpose and are curious to find out more. The childminder 
provides activities where children can become engrossed in their investigations. 
For instance, children have fun exploring different coloured spaghetti pasta. 
They squeeze the pasta through their fingers and enjoy filling and emptying 
containers. The childminder allows time for children to wallow in their 
experience. 

n The childminder values parents as partners and they work together to best 
support the children. She seeks their views and opinions for continual 
improvement. This helps to enhance her practice and deliver the best outcomes 
for the children.

n Children have opportunities to be physically active indoors and outdoors. They 
delight when joining in with group singing and movement sessions that require 
them to use their whole bodies. Children enjoy these group times. However, at 
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times the activities are not well thought out for the youngest children and they 
lose focus. This has an impact on the learning that they gain.

n The childminder promotes healthy eating and children are given a range of 
nutritious snacks and meals. They sit well at the table and have good manners. 
Children are encouraged to drink water and enjoy meal times. They know the 
routine well and show good behaviour and conduct. The childminder 
understands and promotes the rich learning opportunities that children benefit 
from during these times.

n Children follow good hygiene practice and are supported to develop their self-
care skills. The childminder gently encourages and supports children to do things 
for themselves. With sensitive guidance, children build a solid foundation for 
independence and have a sense of pride in their achievements. 

n The childminder positively reinforces children's good behaviour. They listen and 
respond well to the childminder and can follow simple instructions. Children are 
developing a strong sense of right and wrong.

n The childminder supports children to explore and make sense of the world. 
Children are active in their learning and the childminder seeks ways to enrich 
learning opportunities. For example, while playing outside, children show joy 
when running their feet over a patch of ice. The childminder shares their joy and 
explains the risk of slipping. Through conversations, she extends their thinking 
by asking simple questions about what else is made of ice.  

n The childminder effectively risk assesses the environment to minimise risks and 
keep the children safe. She is watchful while outdoors for any hazards that 
compromise children's safety. The childminder involves and explains risk to 
children to help them develop a sense of how to keep themselves safe.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder demonstrates good knowledge of child protection. She recognises 
her responsibilities to safeguard children and protect their welfare. With effective 
procedures in place, the childminder will refer to any safeguarding concerns in a 
swift manner. This helps ensure the safety of children is not compromised. The 
childminder keeps her safeguarding knowledge updated to ensure the children in 
her care are kept safe from harm. The childminder is vigilant and alert to anything 
that may cause her concern. She would act accordingly in the best interests of the 
child.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance learning for the youngest children by exploring ways to better engage 
them in whole group activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 121458

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10252654

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 11

Date of previous inspection 13 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1994. She lives in Redhill, Surrey. She operates her 
service for most of the year. She works alongside her husband and daughter who 
are registered childminders. The childminder operates Monday to Friday, from  
08:00 until 18:00. She is eligible to receive funding to provide early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelley Ellis
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure they are safe and suitable for children.

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum

n The inspector considered how the childminder plans to work in partnership with 
parents and other professionals.

n The inspector checked the childminder's understanding of the safeguarding and 
welfare requirements.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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