
Inspection of Grindleford and Eyam 
Playgroup
The Bishop Pavilion, Main Road, Grindleford, Derbyshire S32 2JN

Inspection date: 18 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The managers and staff team have high expectations for all children. They 
implement a clear ethos of supporting children to become happy, independent, 
confident and caring. Staff plan activities in the community to support children's 
development. For example, they walk to the forest school, build fires, climb walls 
and enjoy hot chocolate with fruit and sandwiches.

Children behave well, tidy up their toys and share with their friends. Staff provide a 
warm and caring environment where children feel content and secure. Children 
spontaneously approach staff for hugs and cuddle up contentedly. Parents give 
glowing feedback on how happy they are with the playgroup and it is clear that 
their children are very happy.

Children enjoy being creative and developing their imagination. They explore a 
variety of resources to make snowy pictures and enjoy dressing up as they pretend 
to be princesses, talking to each other about how princesses would behave. 
Children sit behind one another on a branch and go on an imaginary train ride. 
They talk about where they might go and what they would see. Children use their 
small-muscle skills to mould and squash play dough into shapes. They use 
tweezers to pick up ice cubes and small plastic sea-life creatures, developing their 
pincer grip. This prepares children well for future learning and mark making.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated managers plan and organise the curriculum well. They put 
children's emotional well-being and communication skills at the heart of 
everything they do. The managers and staff team support children to become 
curious, confident and independent with a love of the outdoors. The intent, 
implementation and impact of the curriculum are evident throughout the 
playgroup. Staff use children's interests to develop activities that promote each 
child's learning. For example, as children throw sticks into the stream to 
investigate whether they float or sink, staff add stones and leaves for them to 
test.

n Staff have a very good knowledge of children's abilities and the next steps in 
their learning. This helps to ensure that children receive the relevant help and 
support they need and that no child is left behind in their progress. However, on 
occasions, staff do not use their detailed knowledge about each child to ensure 
their interactions challenge children's learning to help them build on previously 
acquired knowledge. For instance, staff interactions tend to focus on pointing 
out features of the environment as they walk to the forest. They talk to children 
about the icy puddles and how these crack as they walk on them, rather than 
questioning what children can see for themselves.
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n Staff utilise a range of strategies to support children to develop their speaking 
and listening skills. For example, staff model language as they describe the paw 
prints they see in the snow. They introduce new vocabulary to the children, such 
as 'hooves' rather than 'paws' for the deer tracks. However, on occasion, staff do 
not enable children to experience using the language they have heard to further 
support their emerging communication skills.

n Children's good health is successfully promoted. They know to wash their hands 
before lunch with little reminders from staff. Predictable daily routines underpin 
children's good levels of independence. For example, they are encouraged to 
take off their coats and boots when returning from the forest school and put 
their indoor shoes on. Children's love of outdoor play is embraced by staff, who 
successfully plan a range of challenging experiences outside and in the 
community. Children make strong gains in their physical skills.

n Parents speak warmly about the care and education of their children in the 
playgroup. They receive regular feedback on their individual child's progress and 
share daily communication about their child's care needs. Parents receive a 
weekly newsletter to keep them up to date about the activities their children 
have been involved in, so they can support this learning at home.

n Staff benefit from good training opportunities and mentoring to help them 
extend and develop their skills. The nominated individual, the manager and staff 
work closely together to evaluate and identify where they can make 
improvements to help ensure better outcomes for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff ensure that they provide a safe and secure environment for 
children to explore. Risk assessments, visual checks and excellent supervision of 
the children ensure that children are safe indoors and outdoors. Staff have 
knowledge of a broad range of safeguarding topics. The designated safeguarding 
lead is confident in her knowledge of reporting concerns about children and adults. 
For example, she knows how to contact the local authority and has flow charts and 
policies to support her role. Staff are qualified in paediatric first aid, which supports 
them to respond quickly to accidents.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n raise the quality of interactions to ensure children are consistently challenged 
and each child's learning is maximised

n support staff to consistently build on children's communication and language 
skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 206778

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10234312

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person Grindleford and Eyam Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522180

Telephone number 07842095402

Date of previous inspection 20 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Grindleford and Eyam Playgroup registered in 1995. It is located in Grindleford, 
Derbyshire. The playgroup employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, 
two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 6 with qualified teacher 
status, two hold level 5 and two hold level 3. The playgroup opens on Monday from 
9.30am until 12.30pm, on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9am until 3pm, and on 
Friday from 9.30am until 1.30pm, during term time only. It provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lianne McElvaney
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk around the playgroup to 
share what the staff provide and how this assists children in their learning and 
development.

n The quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors was observed, and 
the inspector assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with management, staff, parents and the children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector carried out joint observations with the manager.  
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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