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Nursery (Farnborough) Limited
Sandy Lane, Cove, Farnborough GU14 9ES

Inspection date: 19 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed by the attentive and nurturing staff team. They 
leave their parents with ease and self-register on arrival. This builds on their 
understanding that text has meaning. Children know their routines well. They settle 
down for a healthy breakfast with their friends and enjoy this social time. Children 
make independent decisions in their play and eagerly select resources of interest. 
They construct models and build towers with enthusiasm, which helps to develop 
the muscles in their hands and fingers.  

Children show good independence skills. For example, younger children have a go 
at blowing their noses and know to put tissues in the bin. Older children eagerly 
take on small responsibilities, such as helping to set up the table at lunchtime. Staff 
are positive role models and praise children for their achievements. This empowers 
children and builds on their confidence and self-esteem.

Children of all ages behave well and develop good relationships with others. Older 
children are kind to their younger peers and invite them into their activities. They 
help them to dress up in costumes as they take on different characters during 
pretend play. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities make good progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff observe children as they play and accurately assess their ongoing 
development. They use this information well to plan for the next steps of their 
key children. Staff swiftly identify early development concerns and work well 
with other professionals to ensure early intervention. However, on occasion, 
during some adult-led group activities, staff lose focus and do not adapt 
interactions to reflect on the abilities of the younger children. Consequently, at 
times, younger children do not fully engage, and this slightly inhibits their 
learning. 

n Staff promote children's early literacy skills well. For example, children make 
marks using a variety of resources. They show pride and excitement as they talk 
about their drawings. Children recite their favourite stories with genuine interest. 
They delight in choosing books to take home to share with parents. Parents 
comment they appreciate the ongoing support provided by staff and thoroughly 
enjoy reading with their children. 

n Staff support children's health and well-being highly effectively. For instance, 
children plant and harvest fruit and vegetables in the garden, which helps them 
to learn where food comes from. They spend time cutting up real food in the 
home corner and discuss the benefits of selecting healthy options, such as to 
help them grow strong. Children enjoy nutritious snacks and a hot, well-
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balanced cooked lunch. They benefit from physical exercise throughout the day 
and learn new skills, such as balancing on scooters and successfully using pedal 
bikes. 

n Children demonstrate a growing understanding of their own personal safety. For 
example, they discuss the importance of wearing helmets when riding their 
bikes. Children show high levels of perseverance as they chip ice and 
demonstrate how to use tools safely. During role play activities, they actively 
discuss what to do and the phone number to contact in the event of an 
emergency. 

n Staff have strong partnerships with parents. They hold thorough discussions 
about the well-being of children each day and share information, including 
progress summaries through digital media. Parents say their children shine as 
the result of staff and the good levels of care and learning they receive.

n The provider places a high priority on the well-being of staff. She has a clear 
vision and sharp focus on continually evolving the nursery. Staff benefit from 
training to help build on their ongoing skills and knowledge. However, the 
monitoring of staff practice is not quite as effective as it could be, to ensure 
children of all ages consistently benefit from high-quality teaching. 

n Staff support children's understanding of what makes them and others unique. 
They teach children words in the home language they speak, and embed their 
home cultures and family backgrounds into the setting. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. They show a good 
knowledge of child protection issues and know how to respond appropriately when 
concerns arise about the welfare of a child in their care. Staff attend regular 
safeguarding and child protection training, and have good opportunities to refresh 
their knowledge on a regular basis. Robust recruitment procedures are in place to 
ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff use risk assessments 
to help minimise potential hazards and maintain a safe environment. They 
supervise children vigilantly, and consistently maintain correct ratios to ensure 
children's safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop a greater understanding of how to adapt interactions to fully engage 
and support the learning of all children, particularly those who are younger

n strengthen the monitoring of staff practice to ensure that teaching is having the 
best positive impact on children's development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY406479

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10265210

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 15

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person
The Orchard Children's Nursery 
(Farnborough) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529576

Telephone number 01252405370

Date of previous inspection 30 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Orchard Children's Nursery (Farnborough) Limited registered in 2010. It 
operates within the grounds of Guillemont Junior School in Farnborough, 
Hampshire. The nursery is open from 8am to 5.30pm each weekday for 51 weeks 
of the year. There are four staff working with the children, three of whom hold 
appropriate qualifications at level 3. The nursery offers funding to provide free 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Franks
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector held discussions with the provider and the deputy manager at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector and the deputy manager completed a learning walk together to 
understand how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed children's activities and staff teaching, inside and 
outdoors.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including staff's suitability to 

work with children.
n The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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