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Met
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Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the club happy and excited and are warmly greeted by the staff. 
They find their pegs and independently hand up their coats and belongings. After 
washing their hands, they locate their name cards to hang on the registration tree. 
Older children willingly support younger children with this task. They engage in 
lively conversation with their friends as they help themselves to a healthy snack 
and drink. Children share news about their day and begin to plan activities they 
would like to do at the club. 

Staff provide a well-organised and inviting environment for children, where they 
are encouraged to make their own choices. There is a comfortable area for reading 
and relaxation, floor space for construction and games and various table activities 
set up and ready for children to access freely. Children enjoy learning about space 
and planets. The staff invite them to suggest ideas for activities linked to the 
theme, which they record on a whiteboard. These ideas are taken forward to plan 
further activities for the week ahead. This helps children to feel valued and 
respected. Children enjoy working alongside each other when creating models. 
They carefully explain what they are making and the resources they might need. 
For example, a child showed delight in talking about his rocket booster that was 
going to blast off into outer space. Children are very well behaved and respond 
positively. They develop positive self-esteem as they receive lots of praise and 
encouragement from the staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff establish strong relationships with parents and with the teachers who work 
at the host school. This helps them to find out about and understand children's 
particular interests and any additional needs. Staff collect younger children 
directly from their classroom at the end of the school day, providing them with 
an opportunity to receive any important messages and to ensure children arrive 
safely at the club. This helps children to feel secure and well supported at the 
club.

n Parents comment that they feel reassured that their children are cared for by 
suitable staff. These staff give high priority to ensuring the safety of the 
children. They also help them to settle quickly when they first start at the club. 
Parents say their children love their time at the club and have great fun playing 
with their friends and learning new skills, such as chess and card games. 

n Staff interact effectively with children and ensure they enjoy their experiences. 
They talk to children and listen to their ideas. Staff invite children to join in 
games, enabling all children to feel included. The staff offer support to younger 
children during activities, for example, when using tools and materials to make 
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alien models with play dough. However, less-confident children would, on 
occasion, benefit from individual support from an adult to help them initiate 
ideas for their creative designs.  

n Teatime provides a valuable opportunity for children to engage socially with their 
friends and the staff. They display very good table manners and say 'please' and 
'thank you' when passing items to one another and making their selections. 
They are highly independent and confidently create their sandwiches, using 
knives to spread butter and choosing their own fillings. Staff share in the fun 
and marvel when a child carefully creates a 'mega sandwich'. 

n Children enjoy making and designing. They have great fun building models and 
towers with construction sets. Children practise their cutting skills and explore 
different methods to join materials when making junk models. They excitedly 
explain the features of their play dough models to others. For example, a child 
exclaims, 'My alien has six legs. Look, it has three on this side and three on the 
other'. 

n Children are well supported to learn about the importance of good hygiene 
routines and leading a healthy lifestyle. They wash their hands before eating, 
place tissues in the bin and remember to cover their mouths when coughing. 
Children enjoy a wide variety of healthy foods, including fresh fruit and 
vegetables. They recognise their own needs and freely help themselves to water 
when they feel thirsty. Children benefit from fresh air and enjoy playing games 
outside. 

n Leaders and managers have effective systems in place to continuously assess 
and monitor the provision. Senior managers regularly visit the club to undertake 
internal quality checks. They observe staff practice and ensure club procedures 
and safety checks are effective and promote the best outcomes for children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Robust risk assessments ensure children have a safe and secure environment in 
which to play and learn. All staff have a thorough understanding of their role and 
responsibility to protect children. Regular training opportunities and meetings 
ensure staff have a good understanding of the signs that may indicate that a child 
is at risk. They know the correct procedures to follow and who to contact. The 
management team implement effective recruitment procedures to ensure staff are 
suitable to work with children. They carefully monitor the ongoing suitability of 
staff through regular supervision and appraisal meetings.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY491476

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10233988

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Childcare (East Midlands) LLP

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906853

Telephone number 01623491919

Date of previous inspection 20 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Step Ahead Kids Club registered in 2015 and is located in Ravenshead, Nottingham. 
The club employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 and one holds a qualification at level 2. The club 
is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 8.50am, and from 3.15pm to 6pm, term 
time only. The club serves children from Abbey Gates Primary School.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Scheel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the club. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The management team showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the 

suitability of staff. 
n The inspector spoke with the management team about the leadership and 

management of the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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