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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Relationships between children and staff are positive, and children are happy and
settled. Their emotional security is addressed well. For example, a gradual settling-
in procedure is agreed with parents in accordance with their child's needs.
Friendships have formed among older children. A group of children work together
using wooden bricks to build a house for their small-world figures. A child tries to
construct a bridge with the bricks and says to another child, 'can you help me?'
Children behave well. Staff offer praise as a behaviour management strategy, and
this helps to boost children's self-confidence and self-esteem.

Children play in a safe, warm and welcoming environment. They learn to manage
simple tasks for themselves and develop self-care skills. Young children gain
confidence to explore their play environment and choose from the different
activities available to them. Children rest and sleep according to their different
needs, and staff meet children's care needs well.

Children are physically active every day. They learn about food that helps to keep
them healthy. For example, when they eat their packed lunches, staff ask them to
talk about the healthiest foods in their boxes and eat these first.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Significant improvements have been made since the last inspection. The
provider, who is also the manager, and the staff team have worked together and
with representatives of the local authority to successfully address all the actions
that were raised.

m Staff observe and assess each child's level of development. They ensure that
children are challenged effectively with use of this information and knowledge
on children's interests. Children make good progress and are well prepared for
the move on to school. Staff work with parents to ensure that children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities receive the additional support that
they need. Staff engage parents in their children's development and learning,
both in the setting and at home.

m Children make good progress physically. Staff caring for babies and children
under two years encourage them to make marks on a large white board that is
attached to the wall. Staff identify that the large movements these young
children make and the core control that is necessary for good balance leads to
them developing good handling skills. All children play with toys that support
them in developing these skills, and this helps older children to develop good
pencil control.

m Children learn about the natural world. Older children explore for minibeasts in
the natural corner of the outdoor play area. They use magnifying glasses to see
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the effect of frost on spiders' webs. They plant and grow seeds and learn about
life cycles, such as through watching a caterpillar change to a chrysalis and then
a butterfly. Many children are interested in dinosaurs, and they are fascinated
when a staff member brings her pet bearded dragon lizard into the setting. They
patiently wait for their turn to touch the lizard.

m Older children play with sand in the outdoor area. On a very cold day, it has
frozen. They recall a previous activity when they melted ice with water, and they
decide that if they add warm water to the sand, it will soften. Children enjoy the
success as they mix water in the sand.

B Babies and children aged under two years enjoy making marks when staff cover
a low-level table with flour. Some are content to explore the texture and make
marks with their fingers, and some manoeuvre cars through the flour and notice
the marks made by the wheels. However, staff do not consider ways to provide
any additional challenge or sensory exploration for the older ones in the group.

m Children make good progress in their communication and language
development. Staff are alert to children who need additional support, and they
use a speech and language toolkit to assess children and then ensure that early
intervention is provided to help children make the best progress.

m Staff support children's mathematical and literacy development effectively. Older
children learn that print carries meaning and that sounds link to letters. They
understand that numerals are labels for different quantities and name a range of
different shapes. Children enjoy listening to stories and enthusiastically join in
with repeated parts.

W Policies and procedures are inclusive, and some practice helps children to gain
an understanding of diversity. However, practice is not fully effective in helping
children to learn about traditions and communities beyond their own.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff with responsibility as a designated safeguarding lead keep
their safeguarding knowledge up to date. The provider ensures that all staff
complete training to update their child protection knowledge. Staff are aware of the
signs of abuse and neglect and know the local referral procedures to follow if they
have a concern. They are aware of the duty to prevent children being drawn into
situations that would cause them harm. The provider makes sure that the premises
are secure so that children cannot leave unsupervised and unwanted visitors
cannot gain access. Staff identify and successfully minimises potential risks, indoors
and outdoors. Recruitment and selection procedures meet requirements.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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B consider ways to adapt sensory and mark-making activities for the group of
children aged under two years, to provide a greater challenge for the older
children in the group

W provide more opportunities for children to learn about similarities and differences
regarding cultures, traditions and families beyond their own.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY481207

Warwickshire

10252098

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
Oto 4

25
32
Powell, Gaynor Susanne

RP513139

07714326706
3 August 2022

Information about this early years setting

Skamps Pre-School Day Nursery registered in 2014. The setting employs seven
members of childcare staff, of whom six hold appropriate early years qualifications
at level 3. The provider holds a level 6 qualification and early years professional
status. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank
holidays and a week at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The setting
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Burnet
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The provider joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The inspector spoke with the provider about the leadership and management of
the setting.

B The inspector spoke to staff and took account of their views and spoke to
children to find out about their time at the setting.

B The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the provider.

B The inspector took account of parents' views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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