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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and comfortable at the after-school club. They know the 
routines well and they build secure relationships with the staff and other children at 
the club. Older children are helpful towards the younger children, and staff use a 
buddy system to support younger children to settle when they first start attending 
the club. Children demonstrate positive attitudes towards their play and learning. 
They happily join in with the activities that staff provide and they encourage their 
friends to join in and play with them. Children spend time focusing on building 
models together; they talk about what they are making and praise their friends for 
what they have created.

Staff provide a good range of resources and experiences for children, using what 
they know children are interested in. Children are confident and independent at 
selecting their own activities. They settle quickly in to play and appear settled and 
content. Staff set high expectations for children's behaviour. All children behave 
well. They are able to share resources and confidently take turns, playing 
cooperatively without staff needing to support them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff work well as a team. They have high expectations for 
what they want children to experience at the after-school club. The manager 
supports staff well through supervisions and appraisals. Staff regularly use 
opportunities to talk about their plans and activities to reflect on children's 
involvement in what they provide. Staff carry out regular training and research, 
to keep their skills and knowledge up to date and relevant. This benefits the 
children as staff are keen to support children's interests and learning. 

n Staff recognise some children's need to be physical and to have plenty of fresh 
air and exercise. Children enjoy being outdoors and playing games with the staff 
and their friends. For instance, children cheer each other on as they use skipping 
ropes to try and move their bodies to limbo underneath them. Staff join in and 
encourage children to have a go. Some children enjoy sharing their love of 
football together. They only eventually stop to go inside, when staff point out 
that it is getting too dark to continue. 

n The manager and staff recognise the importance of working closely with the 
host school to share information and to support children's needs. Staff have 
plans and risk assessments in place to manage children's health and medical 
needs. Staff speak to children's teachers to learn how to support children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities in the club. 

n Partnerships with parents are well established. Parents speak highly of the club 
and the staff who care for their children. Staff work with parents to get to know 
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children so that they are happy and secure during their time at the club. Parents 
say that their children have fun and enjoy going to the after-school club. 
Although support is given to the younger children, it is not clear to parents who 
their child's key person is at the club. This could be developed to extend 
partnerships with parents further.  

n Staff provide children with opportunities to develop an awareness of the diverse 
world they live in. They plan activities to help children to learn about different 
festivals and learn about the celebrations and culture. Children eagerly talk 
about Chinese New Year, as they try to work out which animal reflects their birth 
year and what that means. 

n Staff support children to be confident at communicating their needs within the 
group. They support good communication skills as they interact with children. 
For instance, staff engage children in conversations and use opportunities to 
encourage children to share their views and ideas. Mealtimes are sociable times, 
during which children sit with their friends and staff speak to children about their 
day. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff place a high emphasis on children's safety. Staff ensure that 
they keep their knowledge of child protection and safeguarding up to date. Staff 
are able to identify where a child may be at risk of harm, and they understand the 
procedures to follow to act on any concerns that they have. Staff carry out risk 
assessments and talk to children about how to keep themselves safe. Staff deploy 
themselves well to ensure that children are well supervised at all times. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY422928

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10263924

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Willis-Lea, Valerie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514714

Telephone number 01242234055

Date of previous inspection 17 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

The privately owned Schools Out Cool Club registered in 1990. The club employs 
five staff who work directly with the children. Three members of staff hold relevant 
qualifications. The club offers care after school until 6pm, Monday to Friday, during 
term time.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Nicolson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 
the setting.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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