
Inspection of Fig Tree Nursery
Fig Tree Primary, 30 Bentinck Road, Nottingham NG7 4AF

Inspection date: 17 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily leave their parents at the nursery door and enter the premises 
confidently. They take off their coats and hang them up along with their personal 
bags on their designated peg. Children are greeted enthusiastically by the staff 
who work with them in their rooms. Children who are cared for on the first floor of 
the building climb the stairs independently. They know to hold onto the banister to 
keep themselves safe. 

Children enjoy their time at this welcoming nursery. They quickly engage in a good 
range of activities that the staff provide for them. Staff encourage children to have 
a go and keep trying. For example, younger children learn about different sizes to 
support their mathematical development. They compare the sizes of clothes as 
they recall a familiar story about three bears. Children have fun as they try on 
different-sized jumpers. Staff interact well with the children as they help them to 
work out which jumper is small, medium or big. Children are familiar with daily 
routines and understand what is expected of them. They behave well. Children 
build secure attachments with staff and develop good friendships with their peers. 
For example, older children initiate imaginative games among themselves, using 
ribbons and balancing on low-level blocks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's personal, social and emotional development is supported well by the 
staff team. Staff place a strong emphasis on helping children to be polite and 
well mannered. They use lots of praise, such as 'well done' and 'good job', to 
raise children's self-esteem and confidence. Words such as 'please' and 'thank 
you' are regularly used by children. Additionally, children help to tidy away 
activities and proudly show off their achievements to staff. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents comment on how well their 
children are progressing in their development. Additionally, they comment on 
how their children talk positively about their day at nursery and what activities 
they have been doing. Parents state that staff keep them up to date about their 
child's progress through verbal conversations and an electronic application 
platform.  

n Children are well prepared for the next stage of their learning, such as school. 
During circle time, children listen intently. They show good levels of 
concentration and eagerly participate in discussions with the staff. Children 
guess what items are inside the box. Staff extend the activity as they emphasise 
the initial sound in words that they model to the children to support their early 
understanding of phonics. 

n The manager is a good role model for the staff. She has a clear understanding 
of how she wants the curriculum to be delivered and implemented by her staff 
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to support children's learning. However, sometimes, the staff focus too much on 
planning activities for all children rather than planning what they want individual 
children to learn next. 

n Overall, children's communication and language development is supported well. 
Older children confidently engage in conversation with staff. They talk about 
what clothes they need to wear to keep warm. Staff introduce new words, such 
as 'snood', as they discuss items of clothing that could be worn when the 
weather is cold. However, some staff who work with younger children are over-
enthusiastic and talk too quickly. As a result, these children do not always have 
the time to think and respond to questions.   

n On occasions, some staff do not make the most of spontaneous learning 
experiences to develop and extend children's knowledge further. For example, 
during outside play, staff do not engage or interact with children to help them 
explore the ice and understand what happens to water when it freezes. 

n Children's health is promoted well by staff. They have regular opportunities for 
outdoor play. Children are offered healthy food, such as fresh fruit, and milk to 
drink at snack time.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge and understanding of their role and responsibility to 
protect children from harm. They complete regular child protection training to keep 
their knowledge up to date. The staff know how to protect children and their 
families from extremist views and ideas. They are clear on what procedures they 
must follow if they have a concern about a child's welfare or the suitability of a 
staff member. Staff supervise children closely to ensure their safety. They also help 
children to learn about risks in the environment. Staff encourage children to look 
out for potential hazards when playing outside as they check the environment 
together.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to tailor and plan more precise activities and experiences to support 
children's individual learning needs further 

n give younger children more time to think and respond to questions  
n help staff to make the best use of their engagement and interaction with 

younger children to further enhance their learning and development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2611481

Local authority Nottingham

Inspection number 10263096

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 5

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Hussain, Musharraf

Registered person unique 
reference number 2611482

Telephone number 0115 9788152

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Fig Tree Nursery registered in 2020 and is located in Nottingham. The nursery 
employs five members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday 
during term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am until 3pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Judith Rayner
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. 

n The manager and the inspector jointly observed an activity and evaluated their 
observations together.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the 
inspection. 

n The inspector spoke with the manager, staff and the children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection. 

n The manager provided the inspector with relevant documentation, including 
evidence of staff's qualifications and their suitability to work with the children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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