
Inspection of Blooming Buds Childcare
Simonstone St. Peters C Of E School, School Lane, Simonstone, Burnley BB12 7HR

Inspection date: 17 January 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are eager and happy to attend this club. They enjoy a wide range of age-
appropriate and exciting activities, such as arts and crafts, reading, games and 
sport. Children enjoy attempting to build their own Great Wall of China. They use 
chopsticks and building blocks and work as a team to problem solve. Children 
affectionately express they feel like they are part of a family when attending the 
club. Leaders and staff know the children well and are kind and warm towards 
them. In addition, their expectations of the children are high. Staff involve children 
in decision-making and take the time to listen to their ideas and views. Children 
discuss the club rules and rank them in the order of what they think are the most 
important. 

Leaders and staff recognise how children have been affected and the impact 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. They have ensured strategies are in place to 
increase children's learning opportunities and to support them to form new 
friendships. Leaders have set up a buddy system where an older child is paired 
with a younger child and acts as a mentor. They sit next to each other at 
mealtimes and read stories together. As a result, children are developing skills in 
social situations and are building confidence. Children always display kindness and 
respect to each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children behave extremely well. They listen intently to instructions and react in 
an appropriate manner. Children display a secure understanding of routine and 
what is expected of them. For instance, children are encouraged to choose their 
snack from a choice of healthy options and help themselves to fresh water. In 
addition, they clear away their plates and cups after snack and assist their 
friends to complete the task. Staff continually acknowledge and praise children's 
efforts. As a result, children comprehend healthy lifestyle habits.

n Throughout the session, there is frequent conversation and laughter from 
children as they independently engage in a choice of games and activities. As an 
example, children relish participating in a game of chess while discussing tactical 
moves. Children share their win with staff and friends, which is commended with 
clapping and cheering, recognising the success. Therefore, children display good 
levels of self-esteem.

n Staff offer support when required and engage positively with children. Children 
develop their physical skills through a range of activities. They are excited to 
engage in sports and actively join in with team games. Children patiently wait 
their turn and increase their skills. For example, children enjoy a game of pool 
and congratulate their friends when they pot a ball. Staff offer support, 
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demonstrating how to correctly hold a pool cue. As a result, children develop 
confidence. Furthermore, staff effectively support children to manage their 
feelings and behaviour.

n Children willingly work together and are keen to help each other. For example, 
on school collection, older children ensure they are partnered with younger 
children to walk across the road. Older children offer support and guidance on 
road safety. They remind younger children to look both ways and wait for staff 
to say it is safe to cross. All children show an awareness of mutual respect and a 
good understanding of teamwork.

n Leaders have established strong links with local schools. They involve children, 
staff and parents in discussions to identify strengths and areas for development 
of the club. Furthermore, staff are encouraged to engage in continuous 
professional development that is based around their interests and that will 
benefit the experiences of the children. For example, the leader identified that 
some children's behaviour improves when they are involved in sporting activities. 
As a result, one member of staff is undertaking a qualification in physical 
education. 

n Partnerships with parents are well established. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
parents were unable to access the club. However, parents now collect their 
children from inside the club and staff can provide verbal feedback face to face. 
Comments from parents are very positive. They express how much their children 
enjoy attending the club. Moreover, they confidently report communication from 
leaders and staff is detailed. Parents are happy with the arrangements that are 
in place to keep their children safe and secure.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make sure that all staff attend appropriate training in a timely manner to 
ensure they can identify when a child may be at risk of harm. The leader has 
responsibility for safeguarding and has completed detailed training to aid them in 
supporting children, families, and the staff. Staff confidently explain how they 
would follow the procedure if there were allegations made against a colleague or 
concerns about a child. The leader ensures risk assessments are carried out and 
ensures all areas are checked before the children arrive. Staff continuously check 
for risks and remove any during the day. As a result, children can play in a safe 
environment. The premises of the club are safe and secure.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2618588

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10264671

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 23

Number of children on roll 0

Name of registered person Brown, Lisa Marie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514284

Telephone number  07476943162

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Blooming Buds Childcare registered in 2020. The club is situated on the grounds of 
Simonstone St. Peter's Church School, Padiham, Lancashire. The club operates all 
year round. Sessions are Monday to Thursday from 7.15am to 9am and then from 
3.30pm to 6pm. Fridays from 7.15am to 9am and then 3.30pm to 5.30pm term 
time. The setting operates flexibly in the school holidays as required.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Little
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector held a meeting with the leader. She reviewed a variety of 
documents, including evidence of suitability of staff, first-aid certificates, policies, 
and qualifications.

n The inspector joined the school collection and observed staff and children walk 
from the school to the club.

n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they enjoy at the club.
n The inspector spoke to parents about the club.
n The inspector viewed all areas of the club and discussed the suitability and 

safety of the premises. 
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about policies, procedures and risk assessments.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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