
Inspection of Tigers Tots Nursery
2 Simonswood Lane, Liverpool L33 5YP

Inspection date: 12 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this bright and inviting nursery. They behave well and settle 
quickly as staff know the families and their routines well. Parents feel supported by 
staff and are happy to drop children off at the door. Children feel safe as they 
come in and look for their friends. They relish their time outside and demonstrate 
good physical dexterity as they balance on slopes and navigate obstacles as they 
ride on tricycles. Staff teach children to take appropriate risks and challenges as 
they play, building their confidence and self-esteem.

Staff plan and provide a range of inviting activities. This helps children to remain 
engaged in their play for long periods of time. Toddlers enjoy the sensory feel of 
shaving foam in messy play. Staff provide small vehicles for the children to make 
marks in the foam. This supports children to build strong hand muscles in readiness 
for early writing. Babies enjoy water play, and staff model washing a doll with a 
cloth. Babies watch staff intently and then copy the actions and wipe the dolls. This 
helps them to learn about everyday routines. The owner acts with integrity in using 
the funding that the nursery receives and goes beyond this to provide personalised 
support to children who need it the most. All children make very good progress in 
relation to their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery benefits from a dedicated and experienced owner and senior 
leadership team. They are committed to providing a high standard of care and 
education for children in the local community. Partnership working is a strength 
of the nursery, and the well-established links with various external professionals 
ensure all children receive the relevant support and intervention to help them 
thrive.

n Children benefit from a wide range of activities and a broad curriculum that 
follows children's interests and builds on what they already know and can do. 
Staff observe children to make sure they are achieving the individual targets set 
for them, and they set new targets for children regularly. However, occasionally, 
some targets for learning are not specific enough to help children make the best 
possible progress in their learning.

n Staff understand the needs of individual children and have created a warm and 
inclusive setting where all children are welcomed and celebrated. Children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities receive excellent support. The 
special educational needs and disabilities coordinators quickly identify gaps in 
children's learning and implement strategies swiftly to support individual needs. 
They access external services, such as speech and language support and other 
health professionals, to initiate targeted support. This helps to narrow any gaps 
in children's development.
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n Children are physically active. They happily climb and run outside in the fresh air 
and join in with musical instrument sessions and yoga classes indoors. Staff 
support children to learn about keeping their teeth healthy through regular 
toothbrushing and eating healthy foods. Children are independent. They serve 
their own food for lunch, pour their own drinks and are encouraged to wipe their 
face and hands after mealtimes. As a result, children know how to make choices 
to benefit their health.

n Children are fluent and articulate talkers. They share their ideas and tell visitors 
all about what they like to do at nursery. Staff support their language 
development very well. During story time, an experienced practitioner 
demonstrates how to use a range of props to support the storytelling. This helps 
to keep the children engaged.

n Occasionally, staff do not always deploy themselves to best effect so that all 
children are excellently supported. At times, they overly focus on routines and 
tasks. This means that they sometimes overlook children who are not engaged 
in purposeful play and learning. 

n Parents speak highly about the nursery and comment on the progress their 
children have made. They express their gratitude for how much staff have 
helped them to develop as parents and the constant support they provide to 
families. Staff include parents in all aspects of their children's learning and 
conduct home visits to ease the settling process. Children are exceptionally well 
supported during the transition into the nursery and in their move on to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The owner and staff team demonstrate a good knowledge of child protection 
matters. They complete training that helps to refresh and extend what they know 
about keeping children safe. They know what to do if they have concerns about 
children's welfare. Managers and staff work in partnership with parents to carry out 
multi-agency support plans. This helps everyone to work together to promote 
children's safety and well-being. They also know what steps to take should they 
have concerns about children's welfare or the conduct of a colleague. Robust 
recruitment procedures and established suitability checks ensure that all staff are 
suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine and embed the newly implemented curriculum plans to ensure that staff 
have more precise intentions about what they want children to learn

n support staff to deploy themselves more effectively to ensure that all children 
are supported even more consistently in their play and learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY357150

Local authority Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Inspection number 10264879

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 81

Number of children on roll 114

Name of registered person Tiger Tots Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527683

Telephone number 0151 477 1003

Date of previous inspection 29 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Tigers Tots Nursery registered in 2007 and is situated in the Knowsley area of 
Liverpool. There is a total of 25 staff, of whom 19 work directly with the children. 
Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 6, three hold a 
qualification at level 4, seven hold qualifications at level 3 and six hold a 
qualification at level 2. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, with 
the exception of bank holidays and a period at Christmas. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzy Marsh
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n The owner, senior leadership team and the inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Parents, staff and children shared their views with the inspector. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out joint observations of activities and 

evaluated their effectiveness together.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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