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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children demonstrate they feel happy and secure in this nurturing pre-school. They
greet staff with a smile on arrival and confidently wave goodbye to their parents
and carers. Children show strong relationships with their peers and quickly settle
into activities alongside them. For example, they look through a book about reptiles
and excitedly discuss the pictures they see. Staff show an interest in children's play
and seize opportunities such as these to build on their existing knowledge. For
example, children discuss why a chameleon changes colour and learn about
different types of snakes.

Staff are positive role models and encourage children to think about their personal
safety. For example, they calmly remind them not to run indoors and sensitively
explain why. Children behave well, listen to staff and make their way outside to
continue with their play.

Children confidently move between the indoor and outdoor play areas throughout
the day. Older children show good independence skills. They put on their coats and
change into their boots without support from staff. Those younger children new to
the setting show high levels of self- assurance and ask for help when needed. All
children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, make
good progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager regularly reflects on the provision to make improvements. Since
the last inspection, she has worked closely with the committee to ensure all
members are aware of their responsibility to carry out suitability checks, as
required by Ofsted.

B The manager and staff know the children well. They plan a broad curriculum
with experiences that focus on children's next steps and ongoing progress. For
example, children enjoy games and activities that build on their understanding of
number. However, children's mathematical development could be explored
further, for example, by providing further learning experiences to help support
their knowledge and understanding of shape, size and measure.

m Staff identify children who may need additional help or early intervention and
agree support plans swiftly. They work closely with other professionals to ensure
a collaborative approach to children's learning. The manager uses additional
funding, such as early years pupil premium, appropriately.

m Children play cooperatively and show great imagination. For instance, they
decide to make pretend soup and excitedly transport soil and natural resources
from their mud kitchen into pots and pans. Children look through recipes and
decide together what they will make. They willingly share utensils and follow
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picture instructions, which helps to build on their early reading skills.

B Parents speak well of the care that their children receive. They praise the
manager's and staff's passion and high expectations for children. Parents
comment positively on the progress their children have made and on the support
they receive to continue their children's learning at home.

m Children gain good physical skills. They build on their stamina and show high
levels of perseverance as they roll large tyres across the outdoor play area. They
learn new skills as they use resources, such as balls and hoops, in diverse ways.

m Staff build on children's language and vocabulary well. For example, children
learn new words, such as 'lighthouse,' as they read stories and play with related
props. Where language barriers exist, staff use visual aids to support children's
early communication skills. This includes children who speak English as an
additional language.

m Staff promote children's health and well-being effectively. For instance, children
delight in planting fruit and vegetable seeds, which helps to build on their
understanding of where food comes from. They enjoy a variety of nutritious
snacks and learn to make healthy choices.

m Staff work diligently to ensure children make good progress. They talk highly of
the manager and say they feel valued. There are systems in place to monitor
and discuss staff performance. However, there is less of a focus on identifying
training needs, in order to develop staff's good knowledge, skills and practice
further.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager keeps staff up to date with changes in safeguarding policy and
legislation. She provides regular training on how to keep children safe and
protected from harm. Staff have a good understanding of child protection and
know the referral procedures. They know about safeguarding issues, such as
county lines and domestic violence. Staff are aware of any issues in a child's life at
home. This enables them to be alert to any issues of concern. The premises are
safe and secure and staff supervise children with vigilance. Robust recruitment and
vetting procedures are in place.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W strengthen the support for children to further develop their understanding of
mathematics

B continue to build on the professional development and coaching of staff, to
enhance their good practice and extend children's learning to the highest level.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY462960

Hampshire

10243084

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

2to4

40
71
Fernlea Community Pre-School

RP532621

01276 36836
27 April 2022

Information about this early years setting

Fernlea Pre-School opened in 1968 and re-registered as a company limited by
guarantee with charitable status in 2013. It operates from a designated building on
the site of Fernhill Comprehensive School in Farnborough, Hampshire. The pre-
school opens five days a week during term time. A variety of sessions are available
on request, with core hours between 8.30am and 3.30pm. Staff also offer a daily
breakfast club from 8am. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the provision of
free early education to children aged two, three and four years. There are 10 staff,
of whom nine hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 or level 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Franks
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of
the setting.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The deputy manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation indoors to
view consistency of practice.

B Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Fernlea Pre-School 5
12 January 2023


http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

XK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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