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Overall effectiveness Inadequate 

The quality of education Inadequate 

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate 

Personal development Inadequate 

Leadership and management Inadequate 

Early years provision Inadequate 

Previous inspection grade Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
  
Pupils at Great Wilbraham School do not always get the support they need to prevent 
them from being at risk. While some pupils say that they feel safe, leaders’ actions 
have not ensured that this is the case. Despite this, pupils say that they enjoy school 
and know whom to speak to about any worries they may have. They say that there 
is very little bullying. Leaders do not know that this is the case as they do not log or 
review incidents of bullying in sufficient depth. 
   
Pupils are polite in lessons and well behaved around school. However, pupils are too 
often distracted and confused in lessons because the curriculum is unclear. They pay 
insufficient attention to the work they should complete.  
 
Pupils experience a disorganised curriculum. This is because leaders have not set 
out the knowledge they want pupils to learn at each stage. New learning is not 
linked to pupils’ previous experiences. Expectations of pupils are low. Pupils at the 
early stages of reading do not get the support they need to become independent 
readers. 
 
Pupils enjoy the extra-curricular clubs on offer, such as choir and dance. Parents are 
overwhelmingly positive about the work of the school. Leaders know pupils and their 
families well. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders are not sufficiently ambitious for pupils. They have low expectations and have 
not planned the curriculum in enough detail. Plans do not identify the precise 
knowledge pupils need to learn at each key stage. Teachers do not link new knowledge 
to pupils’ prior learning when delivering lessons. As a result, pupils do not recall what 
they already know and use it to help them in lessons. Subject leaders have not had 
training on how to develop or monitor the curriculum.  
 
Leaders have not devised a clear, logical plan for the teaching of reading. They have 
not identified exactly what knowledge pupils need to develop as readers. Nor have 
they considered why and when pupils read the books they recommend. This means 
that pupils are not given precise support to become independent readers.  
 
Leaders have introduced a new approach to teaching phonics. Some staff have 
received training to support this and there has been investment in new books. 
However, leaders have not checked how well staff are delivering the phonics 
programme. Some staff do not spot when pupils do not understand or make mistakes. 
The books that pupils read are not matched to the sounds they know. Consequently, 
pupils at the early stages of reading struggle to master the basics. 
 
Children in Reception are not prepared for future learning in key stage 1. In the early 
years, children have access to a range of different activities but there is no planned 
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curriculum in place. As a result, pupils move through different activities with no clear 
purpose. Adults do not routinely ask children questions to extend or guide their 
thinking. Children are not provided with enough opportunities to practise and secure 
new learning. However, children do learn the routines for behaviour, and play well 
together. 
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities have the same educational 
experience as their peers. Teachers struggle to adapt learning for pupils’ needs 
because there are no universally agreed goals. The special educational needs and 
disabilities coordinator (SENDCo) has improved processes for identifying pupils’ needs. 
Teachers consider the views of parents and pupils when writing these.  
 
There is a marked difference between pupils’ behaviour in lessons to that around the 
school. In lessons, pupils switch off and do not complete the tasks teachers ask of 
them. Teachers do not readily address pupils’ disengagement. Around the school site, 
pupils are polite to visitors and play well together. Relationships between staff and 
pupils are positive.  
 
Leaders have purchased a curriculum to develop pupils’ personal, social and health 
education (PSHE). However, staff do not routinely follow these plans, nor do they 
adapt these for the learning needs of pupils. This leaves pupils underprepared for life 
in modern Britain. Pupils like the extra-curricular clubs on offer. They enjoy taking part 
in the school parliament. Pupils know how to keep safe online.  
 
Governors have not held leaders sufficiently to account for the quality of education 
over time. They are overly reliant on what leaders tell them and have not checked the 
impact of curriculum delivery. They have not ensured that staff receive effective 
training. Governors have not checked that the safeguarding arrangements are 
effective with sufficient rigour. They are not aware of the weaknesses of the school’s 
safeguarding processes and therefore cannot see the failings. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective. 
 
Leaders do not efficiently or effectively identify safeguarding concerns. They rely too 
heavily on historic personal knowledge of families rather than systematically 
considering referrals from staff and liaising with statutory agencies when required. 
Important safeguarding information is not always written down. 
 
Leaders have not developed clear systems to identify, record and monitor 
safeguarding issues. Support for vulnerable pupils is not always implemented swiftly 
enough. Staff do not always identify when an issue needs to be treated as a 
safeguarding concern.  
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Safeguarding processes are not effective. Pupils do not always receive timely 

support. Some serious issues are not identified as safeguarding concerns and are 
not handled and referred appropriately. Leaders and governors must ensure the 
school’s processes for identifying, recording and sharing safeguarding concerns 
are robust and that all staff understand their safeguarding duty.  

 The curriculum from Nursery to Year 6 is not sufficiently well planned and 
organised. Pupils’ starting points are not considered when new learning is 
introduced. Subject leaders have not received sufficient training to understand 
how to plan and monitor the curriculum. As a result, pupils experience lessons in 
isolation with little reference to prior learning. Leaders must review the curriculum 
and set out the knowledge and vocabulary they want pupils to know and 
remember. They must develop clear and effective systems to ensure this is 
implemented effectively. 

 Leaders have not planned the reading curriculum in sufficient detail. Phonics 
teaching is inconsistent. Pupils struggle to read the books they are given. Leaders 
must ensure staff receive the necessary training and support to deliver the 
school’s phonics programme effectively and to monitor the impact of this training. 
Staff must precisely match pupils’ reading books with their phonics knowledge.   

 Behaviour systems and policies do not focus on helping pupils to display positive 
learning behaviours and engagement in lessons. As a result, pupils do not all 
focus on their learning. Leaders must set out and monitor their expectations for 
pupils’ behaviours for learning and ensure staff follow these precisely.    

 Leaders and governors do not have an accurate view of the school’s performance. 
They rely too much on data to assess the effectiveness of leaders’ work rather 
than monitoring if pupils are making progress through the school’s planned 
curriculum. Leaders and governors require further training on how to design an 
effective curriculum that enables all pupils to progress and achieve well.  

 Leaders and those responsible for governance may not appoint early career 
teachers before the next monitoring inspection.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 110789 

Local authority Cambridgeshire 

Inspection number 10240962 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary controlled 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 94  

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Brendan Reid 

Headteacher Richard Brown 

Website www.greatwilbraham.cambs.sch.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2017, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This is a smaller-than-average village primary school. 

 Leaders do not currently use any alternative provision. 

 The school is part of the Diocese of Ely. 

 The religious aspects of the school’s provision were last inspected on 16 June 
2017, under section 48 of the Education Act 2005.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
In accordance with section 44(1) of the Education Act 2005, His Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector is of the opinion that this school requires special measures because it is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the persons 
responsible for leading, managing or governing the school are not demonstrating the 
capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. 
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 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.  

 Inspectors met with the headteacher, other senior leaders and subject leaders. 
Meetings were also held with representatives from the local authority and a 
representative from the diocese. The lead inspector also met five members of the 
governing body.  

 The lead inspector met with the SENDCo, the early years lead and the PSHE lead.  

 Inspectors spoke to teachers, teaching assistants and support staff over the 
course of the inspection. Well-being and workload were discussed during these 
meetings. Inspectors considered the eight responses to the staff survey.  

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: reading, mathematics, 
physical education and computing. For each deep dive, inspectors met with 
subject leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to 
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of 
work.  

 An inspector listened to a sample of pupils being heard to read. 

 Inspectors met with groups of pupils and spoke to others informally during 
breaktimes and lunchtimes. Inspectors also considered the 47 responses to the 
pupil survey. 

 The lead inspector took account of a wide range of documentary evidence, 
including the school’s policies, self-evaluation, development plans and local 
authority reports. 

 The lead inspector reviewed documents relating to safeguarding, including a 
scrutiny of the single central record.  

 Inspectors considered 15 responses from parents to the online questionnaire, 
Ofsted Parent View, and 16 free-text responses during the inspection. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Lisa Massey, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Richard Fordham Ofsted Inspector  

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Great Wilbraham CofE Primary School 

4 and 5 October 2022 8 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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