
Inspection of Play 'n' Learn Nursery
80 Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4TF

Inspection date: 10 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter nursery happily and quickly relax into the routine of the day. They 
make informed choices about their play and follow their interests. Younger children 
delight in scooping up shaving foam in their hands and watching as they squeeze it 
between their fingers. They pat it, make marks in it, and hide various toys with it 
and smile broadly at staff when they show them what they have done.

Children's creativity is supported well. Toddlers enjoy painting, freely choosing from 
a variety of colours. They manipulate dough, poking and prodding it and rolling it 
flat and use cutters to make different shapes in it. Staff mix different smells into 
the dough, such as lemon essence, to provide sensory experiences for children. 

Children enjoy exploring, especially outside. Older children use small tools and 
equipment to dig in the sand, filling different containers and making various shaped 
models that they quickly pat down and remake. They show high levels of 
concentration as they search for worms and small insects, watching how they move 
in the sand. 

Children enjoy sharing things they have done with their families with the staff and 
their peers. They enjoy looking at photographs of themselves and their families, 
supporting their feeling of security. Children talk about their families and the 
special people in their lives, which builds their awareness of how families may differ 
from their own.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children eagerly greet their friends and enjoy sharing things they have been 
doing with staff. Rooms are prepared before children arrive and children settle 
quickly into their play. Close relationships form between staff and children. Time 
spent with parents before children start at nursery means that staff build a 
secure knowledge of children's individual needs and routines.

n Staff plan activities to support children's overall development. Regular 
observations and assessments of children's learning mean staff can plan 
effectively to support learning. Parents access a daily diary online, which outlines 
their child's day and activities they enjoy. They too can share information from 
home with staff, keeping them up to date about new interests and events in 
their child's lives. 

n Children benefit from plenty of exercise each day, spending time in the garden. 
They learn that fresh air and being active is good for them. Children benefit from 
freshly prepared meals each day and sit together with staff to eat, supporting 
their social development. Staff encourage those parents who provide packed 
lunches for their children to include healthy foods. Children access drinks freely 
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throughout the day to remain hydrated and alert. 
n Parents are very happy with the service provide for their children. They 

comment on the friendly, caring staff and the good communication that takes 
place between them each day. Parents comment that they feel secure in the 
knowledge that the children are being cared for and enjoying their time in 
nursery.

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities well. The 
special needs coordinator works closely with staff in nursery, parents and other 
professionals involved in children's lives to ensure that planning is finely 
targeted, enabling children to make the best possible progress.

n Children build good hand and eye coordination and use scissors carefully and 
precisely. They take their time making face masks, cutting two holes for their 
eyes. Babies show great delight as they explore a variety of spinning wheels, 
textures, bolts, and door chains on a large board, pulling them, shaking them, 
and giggling loudly at the sounds they make. 

n Children are supported as they learn to take turns with the resources and to 
understand that sharing toys with their friends is kind. Staff help children as they 
learn to regulate their own behaviour. They talk to them, use distraction, and 
consistently remind children what is expected. Children receive lots of praise and 
encouragement from staff, who are positive role models for them. However, 
there are times when the routine of the day is not as well planned as others, 
which leads to minor disagreements between children and children are not fully 
focused. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety is assured. Staff take effective steps to ensure that children are 
welcomed into a safe, secure environment. Managers follow thorough recruitment 
and selection procedures, seeking additional advice and guidance, where needed, 
to make sure all staff are suitable to care for children. Ongoing supervision and 
monitoring of staff's performance enables managers to identify sharply focused 
professional development opportunities. This enables staff to carry out their roles 
effectively. Staff deal with minor accidents swiftly and sensitively. Secure routines 
for the administration of medication ensures children's needs are met. Staff fully 
understand the various signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm and 
neglect. They know the procedures for raising a concern in a timely manner.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review planning of activities and routines during the day to minimise instances 
when children become disengaged.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY553266

Local authority Wolverhampton

Inspection number 10269861

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Play 'N' Learn Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP553735

Telephone number 01902256265

Date of previous inspection 20 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

Play 'n' Learn Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery employs 15 members of 
childcare staff, including bank staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications from level 2 to level 6. The nursery operates all year around. Sessions 
are Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Boland
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector completed a learning walk and talked about the nursery 
curriculum with the manager. 

n The inspector observed activities and the interactions between the staff and the 
children.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and manager and looked at 
relevant documentation, such as a sample of policies, including risk 
assessments, and evidence of the suitability of staff. 

n The inspector spoke to members of staff, children and parents at appropriate 
times during the inspection and took account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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