
Inspection of The Lime Trees
The Lime Trees, Sutton Middle Lane, Nottingham NG17 8FX

Inspection date: 6 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the caring and nurturing environment of this nursery. They relish 
the wide range of experiences on offer. For example, children use their whole 
bodies to move to music. Staff and children show their delight as they smile and 
laugh together. Children pretend to be cars and run as they use their coordination 
skills to navigate the room and each other. The music changes and they pretend to 
be aeroplanes. Children are confident and know the activity well. They use a range 
of materials to swirl and twirl. As a result, children develop increased physical skills 
and have opportunities to express themselves freely.

Children behave extremely well. They understand and follow staff's expectations in 
the nursery. For example, they know it is tidy-up time when staff shake musical 
bells. Children involve others and encourage visitors to tidy up too. For example, 
they give them storage bags to put the activities away. Children are content in 
their environment. They hum and sing and play happily throughout the day.

Children show increased levels of concentration. For example, they listen intently 
as staff introduce and talk about new activities. They show great interest and 
contribute during group time. For instance, when staff read a story about going to 
a zoo, children help to retell the story using props. Staff extend children's interest 
in the story. They ask, 'Who was fierce?' and 'Who was grumpy?' The children 
shout 'the lion' and 'the camel'. This helps children to know and remember more.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have a clear and ambitious overarching curriculum. They implement this 
using their deep understanding of each child's interests and what they want the 
children to learn next. For example, they identify that some children enjoy filling 
and emptying containers. Outside, staff provide lots of containers in the water 
tray to support this interest. Children are encouraged to fetch large tweezers 
and use these to develop their small-muscle skills as they carefully pick up pom-
poms and fill jars. As children play, staff skilfully introduce lots of linked 
vocabulary, such as 'scooping', to further children's communication and 
language.

n Children are highly engaged throughout the day and demonstrate prolonged 
levels of concentration. For instance, they focus intensely and use their problem-
solving skills as they find and use the correct small keys to unlock padlocks. This 
supports children's dexterity and coordination skills. Children have many 
opportunities to support their pre-writing skills. For example, they use their large 
muscles to flick paint and make splatter pictures. They skilfully position 
themselves when using a knife to cut fruit safely. This develops children's core 
stability and upper-body movements.
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n Staff provide children with many opportunities to build on previous experiences. 
Children excitedly recall and listen as staff use a range of language to describe 
children's recent trip to an art gallery. Children rush to join in and help staff to 
tape drawing paper to the floor to create their own art. Children show high 
levels of interest and engagement as staff turn the lights off and encourage 
children to use pens attached to torches to draw and make marks on the paper. 
When staff turn the lights on, children admire and chat about their creations. 
Staff extend this learning further by asking children to raise the paper and lie on 
their backs to draw on the paper overhead. 

n Assessment is highly effective. Staff accurately identify and swiftly intervene 
when children need extra support. Staff recognise the need to focus constantly 
on developing children's communication and language skills. Additional funding 
is used for an in-house speech and language therapist, who provides individual 
support for children and advice for staff. Staff work with children closely to 
provide focused language groups. They plan activities to help children to 
produce new sounds and to build the muscles in their mouths. For example, 
staff and children blow bubbles. Children jump with excitement as they try to 
catch them. 'Pop, pop, pop', they say. Children make rapid progress from their 
starting points. 

n Parent partnerships are exceptional. Staff offer ongoing feedback and provide 
advice to support the whole family. They work with local charities to obtain 
surplus food and make this freely available to families. This reduces food waste 
and supports children's well-being. Staff help parents to develop children's oral 
health. For example, they provide toothbrushing packs containing toothpaste, a 
toothbrush, stickers and an information leaflet to encourage children to brush 
daily. 

n Leaders and managers are incredibly supportive of staff. Staff have access to a 
free counselling service and a well-being officer. This supports their mental 
health and overall well-being. The professional development of staff is 
encouraged and highly valued by leaders and managers. For instance, staff take 
part in training to promote children's creative expression through physical 
movement. This helps to support children's all-round holistic development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have robust safeguarding knowledge, including recognising and dealing 
with a wide range of concerns, such as staff conduct, female genital mutilation and 
online safety. The staff team completes regular safeguarding training. Leaders and 
managers embed this knowledge during staff meetings by providing scenario-based 
questions and discussions during one-to-ones. Where children require medicines, 
staff understand the importance of obtaining sufficient and relevant information 
and permissions to ensure that these can be administered appropriately and safely. 
Staff are vigilant in maintaining a clean and safe environment. They act quickly to 
identify and minimise any risks present. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY494067

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10236741

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection 6 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees registered in 2015 and is located in Nottingham. The nursery 
employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years 
qualifications. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions 
are from 8.30am until 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mel Walker
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of the 
nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 
activity with the manager.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n Parents shared their views on the nursery with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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