
Inspection of Little Market After 
School Club 
St. Edwards Parish Office, Church House, Market Place, ROMFORD RM1 3AB

Inspection date: 11 January 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily and are greeted by friendly staff. They engage in a range of 
activities organised to meet their interests. Children enjoy making themselves a 
wrap from a choice of fillings while sitting and talking with their friends and staff. 
They have access to fruit and drinks during the session and staff work with children 
and families to support any dietary needs they may have. Space is available for 
children who wish to complete homework. Staff encourage them to do this as soon 
as possible, which supports them to arrange their time effectively and to develop 
helpful study routines to support them in their next stages of education.

Children are friendly, polite and behave well. Staff support children's behaviour by 
being positive role models. They gently remind them of how to sit safely on their 
chairs and direct a group to use a scoring sheet to give more focus to their game 
of hoopla. Children mix well with others of different ages, slipping off their shoes to 
get comfy on cushions, sharing books and talking together. Staff plan physical 
activities, for example an obstacle course. This ensures children have access to 
exercise indoors, so they can remain active in all weathers. Children excitedly cheer 
on others in their team as they complete the challenges set up by staff. Staff know 
children well. Younger children are allocated a key person when they join the after-
school club to ensure there is a familiar adult when they attend.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers put in place procedures to support the smooth running of 
the after-school club. There are routines in place to ensure children and staff 
know what to expect when they are attending. On arrival, children register and 
put away their coats and bags before choosing an activity. This means they can 
locate their belongings quickly when an adult arrives to collect them. Staff plan 
activities based on their knowledge of the children attending, for example a child 
plays chess with a member of staff when they arrive, this is a familiar routine, 
which supports their move from school to the after-school club.

n Children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, feel 
comfortable attending. They trust staff and talk about their day at school on the 
walk to the after-school club. They are polite and friendly. They confidently mix 
with children of different ages and who attend different schools. 

n Parents speak warmly about staff at the after-school club and feel 
communication is good. They feel supported by the management with any 
concerns they have and how flexible they are regarding when they need to use 
the after-school club. One parent said the club 'has really helped and can't sing 
their praises enough.'

n Snack time is used to promote healthy eating and independence. Children 
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prepare their own food and select fruit and milk or water. This is a social time 
for children and staff, they talk about their day as they eat. Staff sit with 
younger children to support them if needed.

n There are warm relationships between children and adults. Staff playfully lead 
an obstacle course and demonstrate finishing poses children could use when 
they complete the course. They support children to have positive attitudes to 
completing their homework and provide a quieter space for this to be completed 
with minimal distraction. Children enjoy joining in with physical activities once 
they have finished their homework.

n Staff feel supported by managers and colleagues and there is an effective 
system in place to support the induction of new staff. All staff receive regular 
supervision and are encouraged to complete training through the local authority 
or online platform to further their learning and development. They are 
encouraged to share ideas with the rest of the team.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. There is a system in 
place for staff to be able to readily access relevant documents regarding 
safeguarding children. They are aware of the signs that may indicate a child is at 
risk of harm and are confident to talk about what they would do if they had a 
concern about a child. All staff are subject to appropriate checks to ensure they are 
suitable to work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2595113

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10251360

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Little Market After School Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906496

Telephone number 07956867260

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Market After School Club re-registered in 2020. It is operated by Little Market 
After School Club Limited. The setting is situated in Romford, in the London 
Borough of Havering. The setting operates term time Monday to Friday, 7am to 
8.25am and 3.05pm to 7pm. During school holidays, the setting operates 8.30am 
to 6pm. The setting takes and collects children from local schools. The setting 
currently employs 13 members of staff, including the manager. Of these, 10 staff 
hold qualifications ranging from level 2 in early years childcare to level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kathryn Irvine
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The provider showed the inspector the premises used by the after-school club 
and explained what activities are on offer.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while attending the 
after-school club.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to several parents and carers during the inspection and 

took account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the after-school club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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