
Inspection of Heald Green Methodist 
Pre-School
Brown Lane, Heald Green, CHEADLE, Cheshire SK8 3RR

Inspection date: 6 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children love attending this nurturing and supportive pre-school. They benefit from 
building secure and caring relationships with staff. For example, as children enter 
the pre-school, they part from their parents with ease and are greeted with a warm 
welcome from staff. They settle quickly and are excited to play with their friends.

The leaders' vision is for children to be 'happy, independent, respectful and 
confident learners'. Throughout the pre-school, children have positive attitudes to 
their learning and play well together. For instance, children smile and work 
alongside each other as they squish the jelly through their fingers. They describe 
the texture with words such as 'slimy'. Children make their own choices about what 
activity to engage in and take pride in the work they create. For example, children 
burst with pride as they use the camera to take a picture of their work and 
showcase it to others. 

Children benefit from lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills. 
Throughout the day, they enjoy activities such as running and jumping. They also 
discuss the importance of exercise, which helps to promote their awareness of 
healthy lifestyles. Staff have used knowledge from recent training to further 
develop children's strength and coordination. As a result, the curriculum provides 
greater opportunities for children to gain strong physical skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about their vision: to give children the best start in their 
learning. Their self-evaluation is reflective and accurate. In addition, leaders and 
staff consistently strive to improve outcomes for children.

n Leaders and staff have a clear intention regarding what they want children to 
learn, which builds on what they know and can do. However, there are gaps in 
the current curriculum for mathematics. As a result, children are not making the 
progress they are capable of making in counting and problem solving. For 
example, children who are confident at counting are not challenged further. This 
does not maximise their learning and problem solving. 

n Children foster a love of reading. Staff carefully select age-appropriate books 
and read to children with an exciting tone and animation. Younger children burst 
with excitement as they tell their own tales. Older children smile as they join in 
and repeat phrases from a familiar story. Staff further extend children's learning 
by explaining the difference between an author and an illustrator.

n Communication and language are effectively promoted. Staff model language 
well and engage children in meaningful conversations to extend their thinking. 
For example, as children discover a hole in a tray, staff encourage them to think 
about who might have made the hole and why. As a result, children think hard 
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and discuss the possibility of a dinosaur making the hole. 
n Parent partnerships are strong. Parents are overjoyed with the progress their 

children make throughout their time at the pre-school. They comment on how 
they love the 'warm, welcoming and safe atmosphere' and how effective the 
communication is with the staff team. Parents receive daily updates on their 
children, which keeps them informed on the progress they make. 

n Staff support children in a nurturing and caring manner when transitioning into 
the pre-school and throughout the daily activities. However, the transition 
between play time and mealtimes is not managed effectively. For example, 
children are sat waiting for long periods of time. This causes disruption to their 
routine, and some children become disengaged. 

n Children are taught about similarities and differences and benefit from lots of 
opportunities to venture into the community. For example, staff take children on 
trips to the local café, library and shops, to help them understand the 
community they live in. This helps children to develop respect and a positive 
attitude towards others. 

n Children benefit from lots of opportunities to develop their independence. They 
independently wash their hands. They also put on their own coats as they get 
ready for outdoor play. Staff further encourage children's independence by 
giving them lots of praise and encouragement. This boosts children's confidence 
and helps them to have a can-do attitude. 

n Staff prioritise healthy eating. They have shared their healthy eating policy with 
parents and work together to ensure children are provided with a nutritious 
packed lunch. Furthermore, children have the opportunity to brush their teeth 
after mealtimes. They also have visits from the dental nurse. These experiences 
help children to understand the importance of good oral health. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The pre-school is safe and secure. Regular risk assessments are carried out to keep 
children safe, and staff know who to report a risk to. Weekly meetings are 
arranged to train staff on their knowledge of safeguarding. This keeps them up to 
date on relevant policies and procedures. Staff have a secure understanding of 
their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children and keep them from harm. 
Robust procedures are in place to deal with accidents and incidents, and staff are 
trained to administer first aid. Furthermore, they understand the importance of 
whistle-blowing and who to report a concern to in the local authority.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the curriculum for mathematics, to fully promote children's counting 
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and develop problem-solving skills
n improve the organisation of transitions from play time to mealtimes, to better 

support children's engagement. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 307155

Local authority Stockport

Inspection number 10264686

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person
Heald Green Methodist Pre-School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902060

Telephone number 077623 11604

Date of previous inspection 22 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Heald Green Methodist Pre-School registered in 1989. It operates from Heald Green 
Methodist Church, in Heald Green, Stockport. The pre-school is managed by a 
committee. It is open each weekday, from 8am to 3pm, during school term time. 
The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. The pre-school employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, one 
holds an early years qualification at level 5 and four hold level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Danielle Kelly
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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