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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily at the after-school club. They say that they have fun, and 
they love attending. Some younger children approach familiar staff for a cuddle 
when they arrive. This shows that children feel safe and secure. Children are 
confident in the routines, as they immediately wash their hands and settle down to 
a hot meal. They confidently help themselves to a variety of food options. Older 
children are supportive to their younger peers, offering to help them with self-
serving. Children say that they enjoy the food available; this can be seen as they 
eat well and help themselves to more food if they remain hungry.

Staff provide a broad range of play experiences. They encourage children to share 
their interests and, where possible, these are incorporated into the planning of 
activities. Children are excited to share that it is movie night. Some children settle 
themselves onto bean bags in readiness to watch the film, while others 
enthusiastically engage in physical games, such as football, in the adjacent hall. 

Children are supported to make choices; smaller groups of children are keen to 
draw and participate in quieter, adult-led creative experiences. Another group of 
children are content to build with small plastic bricks and engage in imaginary play 
with small-world figures. This means that children are engaged purposefully as 
they are supported to follow their own interests. They behave well and 
demonstrate that they have secure relationships with staff and with each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership and management team has worked hard to address actions from 
the last inspection. They have welcomed support from the local authority. A 
focus on staff training and updating safeguarding policies and procedures has 
strengthened staff's knowledge and confidence in overseeing all aspects of 
children's welfare.

n Staff plan exciting creative experiences for the children. They are enthusiastic 
about helping to make piñatas with papier-mâché. Children say these are to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year. Younger children are supported by their older 
peers who model how to hold the top of the balloon while applying glue. 
Children persevere and show good levels of concentration.

n Children say the best thing about coming to the club is playing with their friends. 
They also love to play on the bouncy castle, while others say they enjoy going 
on outings to the local park. Overall, children are independent in choosing their 
own activities. They are happy and engaged. 

n Children confidently manage their own personal care. Staff support children to 
understand the importance of good hygiene and being healthy. For example, 
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children are reminded why they need to wash their hands before eating. They 
are encouraged to eat healthy food options as they help themselves to melon 
and chopped cucumber alongside their hot meal. 

n Parents, on the whole, are happy with the care and attention given to their 
children. They say that the difficulty is often getting children to come home, as 
they have so much fun at the club. Parents report that the flexibility of booking 
sessions is invaluable as a working parent. They say that the staff team are 
always available to chat. Nevertheless, some parents say that they do not know 
about the healthy food options. This is because these are not included on the 
menus.

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. They play together cooperatively and show 
respect to staff and to each other. Children are confident to talk about what they 
would do if someone was being unfriendly. They say that staff listen to them. 
Children say that all their friends are kind and caring so they have never had to 
raise concerns. 

n The staff have all worked in the setting for many years. This provides continuity 
of care for the children and supports children to feel secure. Staff say that they 
are happy in their work and are keen to continue with their professional 
development. This can be seen in the many training courses they have engaged 
within since the last inspection, included updating their first-aid skills.

n Staff have developed good relationships with the schools that children attend. 
They communicate with them daily to help ensure that children's individual 
needs are met. Leaders also work closely with parents to support transitions for 
those children who are due to move on to secondary school. This is supported 
through information evenings and also, where necessary, by guiding parents 
through the application process.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding roles and responsibilities. 
Managers are proactive in working in partnership with parents, schools and 
safeguarding professionals to help ensure that children are kept safe. Staff say that 
recent training has given them confidence in knowing how to manage and follow 
correct procedures should allegations be raised about a member of staff. Children 
say that they feel safe at the club; they are cared for in a safe and secure 
environment. Staff continually monitor the premises so that any potential risks in 
the environment are minimised or removed. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY557175

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10238931

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 126

Name of registered person Hanley Crouch Community Association 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520623

Telephone number 02072631067

Date of previous inspection 26 January 2022

Information about this early years setting

Hanley Crouch Community Association registered in 2018. The out-of-school 
provision is situated in the Brickworks Community Centre in the London Borough of 
Islington. The provider employs three staff members to work with the children. All 
staff hold a relevant childcare qualification at level 3. Staff are supported by the 
centre manager and there are two regular volunteers, who work alongside the 
employed staff. The club provides after-school care until 6pm, from Monday to 
Friday, during term times. It also operates a holiday club on each weekday, from 
8.30am to 5.30pm, during school holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Siobhan O'Callaghan
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The deputy manager showed the inspector around the premises; they discussed 
how the club is organised and the experiences staff provide for children.

n Parents, staff and children shared their views with the inspector at appropriate 
times during the inspection.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector looked at some of the club's documents, including safeguarding 

policies, staff suitability checks and paediatric first-aid certificates.
n The inspector met with leaders to discuss matters such as safeguarding and 

improvements implemented since the last inspection. This included training and 
support arrangements in place for staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Hanley Crouch Community Association
12 January 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

