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St John’s Wood Pre-Preparatory School

St John’s Hall, Lord’s Roundabout, London NW8 7NE

Inspection date 9 December 2022

The school meets all of the independent
Overall outcome school standards that were checked during
this inspection

Main inspection findings

Part 1. Quality of education provided

Paragraph 2(1), 2(1)(a) and 2A(1), 2A(1)(e), 2A(1)(f), 2A(1)(g)

B At the previous standard inspection in March 2022, the proprietor and leaders had not
ensured that all subjects in Years 1 and 2 were thoroughly thought through, planned
and sequenced. Leaders had not ensured that pupils in Years 1 and 2 were taught to
read using a phonics programme. Staff were not well trained in teaching phonics. The
proprietor and leaders did not ensure the school met the statutory requirements for
relationships and sex education (RSE).

B The proprietor’s action plan stated that all staff were trained in the same phonics
programme during the summer term and again in September 2022. The plan outlined
leaders’ intentions to develop an RSE policy and schemes of work, and to consult parents
and carers about these. However, the action plan lacked detail. It did not explain how
leaders would develop their curriculum thinking for pupils in Years 1 and 2.

B This inspection found that leaders have taken decisive and effective action to resolve the
weaknesses identified at the previous inspection. They have thought carefully about how
to sequence the curriculum from Reception through to Year 2. Using ‘skills and
progression charts’, leaders have thoroughly planned what they want pupils to know,
remember and do in each subject from each year to the next. Curriculum plans are now
suitably detailed and have been implemented by teachers since September 2022.

B Leaders now ensure that reading is taught consistently from Reception to Year 2 using
the same phonics scheme. Staff have had sufficient training to deliver the programme.
The teaching of phonics from Year 1 therefore now builds on pupils’ prior learning in
Reception.

W The proprietor and leaders have written and published their RSE policy online, in light of
feedback from the consultation with parents. RSE is now part of a clearly sequenced
scheme of work for personal, social, health and economic education. All the RSE
statutory content is now included through planned units of work on ‘relationships’, ‘living
in the wider world’, and ‘health and well-being’.
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B The independent school standards checked in this part are now met.

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils
Paragraph 7-7(b) and 32(1)(c)

W At the March 2022 inspection, the arrangements for keeping pupils safe were judged to
be effective. This inspection found that leaders continue to maintain a strong
safeguarding culture. Pupils said they felt safe at school.

B Leaders and staff have been trained in light of the guidance in ‘Keeping children safe in
education’ (September 2022). The school’s policy and procedures reflect these latest
statutory requirements. The safeguarding policy is available online.

B Leaders are suitably prepared to make use of the school’s systems for recording and
following up any safeguarding concerns should they arise. They know how to take action
in response to any referrals made.

B These independent school standards continue to be met.

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools
Paragraph 34(1), 34(1)(a) and 34(1)(b)

B The previous inspection found that the proprietor and leaders did not have sufficient
awareness or understanding of their statutory responsibilities. They had not made sure
that all of the requirements of the independent school standards were met. The
proprietor had not ensured suitably robust arrangements for governance were in place.

B The proprietor’s action plan outlined plans to organise training for leaders to develop
awareness of their statutory responsibilities. The action plan did not provide further
detail on the nature or effectiveness of this training, or on the proprietor’s plans to
develop governance.

B This inspection confirmed that the proprietor and leaders have worked hard to develop
their awareness and understanding of their statutory responsibilities, including the RSE
requirements and independent school standards. As a result, the previously unmet
requirements are now met.

B The proprietor is supported well by an advisory board, but the arrangements are too
informal and ad-hoc. The proprietor is in the process of restructuring the advisory board
so that more formal governance is put in place to hold him and his senior leadership
team to account.

m Overall, the proprietor and leaders are now fulfilling their responsibilities and
demonstrating the required skills and knowledge to meet the independent school
standards consistently.

B The independent school standard checked in this part is now met.
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Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school meets the requirements of the schedule to the Education (Independent School
Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards”) and associated
requirements that were checked during this inspection. This included the standards and
requirements that the school was judged to not comply with at the previous inspection. Not
all of the standards and associated requirements were checked during this inspection.

The school now meets the following independent school standards
Part 1. Quality of education provided

W 2(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if—

— 2(1)(a) the proprietor ensures that a written policy on the curriculum,
supported by appropriate plans and schemes of work, which provides for the
matters specified in sub-paragraph (2) is drawn up and implemented
effectively.

B 2A(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor—

— 2A(1)(e) makes and keeps up to date a separate written statement of its
policy with regard to the provision of education as required by each of
paragraphs (a) and (b),

— 2A(1)(f) consults parents of registered pupils at the school before making or
revising a statement under sub-paragraph (e), and

— 2A(1)(g) publishes a copy of the statement on a website and provides a copy
of the statement free of charge to anyone who asks for one.

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

B 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities
at the school—

— 34(1)(a) demonstrate good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so
that the independent school standards are met consistently;

— 34(1)(b) fulfil their responsibilities effectively so that the independent school
standards are met consistently.
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School details

Unique reference number 101174
DfE registration number 213/6333
Inspection number 10262450

This inspection was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act
2008, the purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the
school's suitability for continued registration as an independent school.

Type of school Day pre-preparatory school
School status Independent school

Age range of pupils 3to7

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 45

Proprietor Adrian Ellis

Headteacher Adrian Ellis (principal)
Annual fees (day pupils) £11,985 to £16,680
Telephone number 020 7722 7149

Website WWW.Sjwpre-prep.org.uk
Email address info@sjwpre-prep.org.uk
Date of previous standard inspection 15 to 17 March 2022

Information about this school

B St John’s Wood Pre-Preparatory School is an independent day school located in St John’s
Wood in the City of Westminster. The school shares the building with St John’s Wood
Church.

B The school is registered to provide full-time education for up to 124 pupils aged three to
seven. The proprietor has admitted a very small number of children under the age of
three. This is a breach of the school’s registration agreement with the Department for
Education.

B The school was last inspected in March 2022, when its overall effectiveness was judged to
require improvement and some of the independent school standards were unmet.

B |eaders do not make use of any alternative provision.

Inspection report: St John's Wood Pre-Preparatory School, 9 December 2022 Page 4 of 6



Ofsted

Information about this inspection

B This inspection was carried out at the request of the registration authority for
independent schools. The purpose of the inspection was to monitor the progress the
school has made in meeting the independent school standards and other requirements
that it was judged to not comply with at its previous inspection.

B This was the school’s first progress monitoring inspection since its last standard
inspection in March 2022. It was conducted without notice.

B Following the standard inspection, leaders were asked to submit an action plan. This was
evaluated by Ofsted as not acceptable in October 2022, and was subsequently rejected
by the Department for Education in November 2022.

B The focus of the inspection was to check whether the school complies with particular
requirements within Parts 1, 3, 6 and 8 of the independent school standards.

B The inspection took account of a range of evidence to consider leaders’ work to improve
the curriculum and the teaching of reading. The inspector also considered information
relating to safeguarding and governance.

B The inspector met with the principal and senior leaders responsible for the curriculum
and safeguarding. The inspector met with pupils in Year 2 and heard some pupils in
Years 1 and 2 read.

B There were no recent responses to consider on Ofsted’s online survey for parents, Ofsted
Parent View.

Inspection team

James Waite, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance 'Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of
the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

Parent View
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to achieve
excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It
regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court
Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and skills,
adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It
assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and child
protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please telephone
0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms
of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or
email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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