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Inspection date: 6 January 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this setting. They separate from their
parents at the door. Children rush in to find their friends and are welcomed by
cheery, friendly staff. Staff are very attentive to children and know their needs
extremely well. This helps children to feel secure, form positive relationships with
staff and develop a good sense of belonging.

The environment is well resourced to enable children to make independent choices
about what they want to do while at playgroup. Children enjoy learning, both
indoors and outdoors. Staff have high expectations for children's learning and
behaviour. Consequently, children behave very well. Staff plan a stimulating
curriculum that takes account of children's interests and learning needs.

Staff use planned and spontaneous activities to support children to extend what
they already know. For example, children choose to play with the bricks on the
floor. Staff talk to them about houses, flats and other buildings. Children learn that
blocks of flats are taller than houses. Children learn to share and take turns with
their friends. They share their ideas and knowledge when they talk to one another
and work together to build and construct train tracks. They are developing strong
friendships with each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the playgroup. They comment that
the staff are approachable, extremely friendly and exceptionally knowledgeable.
Parents particularly appreciate the level of communication they receive. For
example, staff update parents about children's development and share
information about what children will learn about next. Parents attribute their
children's social skills and language development to the time spent at the
playgroup.

W Staff plan an exciting curriculum for children. They skilfully support them to
develop their vocabulary and communication skills as they play. Staff talk with
children about 'crossroads' and ‘junctions', and they develop an understanding of
positional language, such as 'in front' and 'behind'.

m Staff encourage children to develop their mathematical understanding. For
example, children compare straight and curved train tracks and estimate which
is the longest. Staff introduce children to scientific concepts. They connect the
magnetic trains together and learn about how magnets repel and attract.

m Staff observe children to find out what they can already do. They use planned
and spontaneous activities to consolidate children's learning. For example, when
children line up to go outside, staff ask them who is 'in front' and who is
'behind'. Children exclaim, 'Me! I'm behind'.
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m Children enjoy being outside. They run and jump, ride wheeled vehicles and play
in the sand. They develop physical skills that build over time. For example, they
enjoy chasing after hoops that staff have rolled for them and having a go at
rolling the hoops for themselves.

W Staff are patient and support children to learn how to keep themselves safe. For
example, because the grass is long and slippery, staff encourage the children to
take care as they move between the grass and the playground.

m Children are generally encouraged to be independent. Younger children are
sometimes prompted to take themselves to the toilet with little help. All children
wash their hands before returning to play. Children have a go at managing their
coats and wellington boots. However, sometimes, staff do things for children
that they could do on their own. For example, after painting, staff wipe the
children's hands. At snack time, staff pour drinks and serve the children's food.
Sometimes, staff wipe children's noses rather than encouraging them to manage
their own self-care.

B The management team has an established partnership that enables them to
work exceptionally well together. The management team knows what the
playgroup does well and has a good understanding of how to implement
changes that impact their day-to-day running. For example, the playgroup
remained open during the COVID-19 pandemic because of the clear commitment
the setting has to children and families within the community. Staff are happy
here. They comment that it is a friendly, happy place to work.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders have a very good understanding of safeguarding. Staff implement
clear safety measures, indoors and outdoors, to ensure children are kept safe. Staff
complete relevant training to ensure that their knowledge of safeguarding and child
protection is current and up to date. They are aware of the signs and indicators of
when a child may be at risk of harm. They know how to record their concerns and
who to report them to. The setting has a process in place to ensure that all staff
are fully vetted and are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B develop staff's understanding of how to consistently promote and support
children's independence.

Inspection report: Little Houghton Playgroup 3
6 January 2023



Ofsted

Setting details

Unique reference number 2578212

Local authority West Northamptonshire
Inspection humber 10250941

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 10

Name of registered person Sarah Prince and Diane Ridley Partnership
Telephone number 07870973084

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Houghton Playgroup registered in 2020 and is situated at Sargeant Memorial
Hall, Brafield-on-the Green, Northamptonshire. The playgroup employs three
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications
at level 3. The playgroup opens Monday to Friday, during term time only. The
sessions are from 9am to midday. The playgroup provides funded early education
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Siddons
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector discussed a joint observation with the management team at the
playgroup.

B The playgroup supervisor and the inspector completed a learning walk together.
B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the playgroup and discussed this with the management team.

B The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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