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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and secure at this inclusive, supportive and nurturing setting.
They quickly build strong, close relationships with staff. Children are developing a
love for stories and access a wide range of books. Staff read stories with great
enthusiasm. This helps children to develop a passion for reading.

Children are well behaved and have a positive attitude towards learning. They are
busy and meaningfully occupied throughout the day. Children are kind and
considerate. For instance, they are quick to provide help, holding the rope swing to
make it easier for their friends to get on and helping to open food during
lunchtime.

Children learn about cultural differences and diversity. They have opportunities to
explore differences and similarities using books and stories. For example, children
consider the different methods used for cooking in different parts of the world. This
helps to extend their knowledge of diversity and the wider world.

Children spend plenty of time outside in the garden and have good opportunities to
exercise in the fresh air. Staff are highly vigilant and teach children the importance
of managing risks. For example, children safely manoeuvre over the climbing frame
and ensure the safety mat is in the right position under the swings. Children help
one another to practise their balancing skills. They have a can-do attitude and
understand their own physical capabilities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff know every child well and focus on each of them as an individual. They
gather information about the children during the highly effective induction period
and use this to help the children settle. Children's needs are always attended to
in a supportive and meaningful way. Staff support them to become confident,
independent learners. Children are well prepared to move on to the next step of
their learning.

W Staff use information from observations and assessments to plan activities. For
instance, children explore real foods and use their imaginations to pretend they
are preparing meals in the kitchen. They cut the fruit and remove tiny seeds,
practising their small-muscle skills. Staff are aware of how to develop children's
knowledge by asking appropriate questions. However, on occasion, they do not
probe further into children's understanding to develop their thinking skills. This
does not challenge children's learning to the highest level.

B Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour and attitudes towards each
other. Children are taught to share and take turns during play. For example,
when two children want the same toy, they are encouraged to use the sand
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timer to wait for their turn. This works very well in practice.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive very positive,
inclusive care. Staff work tirelessly with parents and other professionals to
provide a cohesive personal care and learning plan to support children's
individual needs.

B Relationships with parents are given high priority. Staff use a range of effective
strategies to engage parents in their children's development and learning. For
example, they routinely invite parents to discuss their children's learning and
development and share next steps. Staff understand each family's needs and are
highly effective in providing precise guidance and support. Parents have strong
praise for the care and education their children receive and appreciate the help
and support they receive.

W Staff prioritise communication and language development in their curriculum.
They create an environment rich in language for all children. Staff follow
children's lead in play. They listen and respond, modelling language and
repeating new words and phrases. This results in children of all abilities making
good progress in their communication.

m Children develop an understanding of mathematical concepts. Staff have a good
knowledge of how to bring the teaching of mathematics into everyday routines.
For example, they encourage children to count and consider size and volume
during their play and exploration. This supports children's understanding of
mathematics well.

B Regular self-evaluation and effective teamwork contribute well to the pre-school
provision. The manager supports staff and monitors their practice. Staff's well-
being is consistently supported. This means that staff feel valued and enjoy their
roles. However, professional development is not focused precisely enough to
support the highest quality teaching and outcomes for children's learning.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good understanding of their responsibility to safeguard children,
which includes whistle-blowing. They recognise the signs and symptoms that might
indicate a child is at risk from harm or abuse. Staff receive regular safeguarding
training, including the 'Prevent' duty. They know the procedures to follow if they
have any concerns regarding a child's welfare. The manager has robust recruitment
procedures in place and completes ongoing checks to ensure the suitability of staff.
Staff use risk assessments and daily checks to make sure that the environment is
free from hazards, and children's safety remains a high priority.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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m focus professional development opportunities more precisely on supporting staff
to raise the quality of their teaching to the highest level and maintain children's
engagement for longer

B make greater use of interactions with children to challenge them in their thinking
skills and extend their learning even further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY345804

Kent

10263328

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care
2to 4

30
60
Kings Hill Pre-School

RP526700

01732 840180
27 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

Kings Hill Pre School registered in 2007. It is located in the Kings Hill community
centre, near West Malling, Kent. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday from
8.45am until 3.45pm during term time only. The provider receives funding to
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. The pre-
school employs 10 members of staff. Of these, one holds early years professional
status, two hold a relevant early years qualification at level 4, four are qualified to
level 3, and three hold qualifications at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kimberley Luckham
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with the manager
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection and took account of their views.

W The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a planned
activity.

W The inspector spoke with parents and gathered their written reviews to take into
account their views of the pre-school.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas
of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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