
Inspection of Cheadle Preschool and 
Day Nursery
City Care, Riversdale House, 18 Gatley Road, Cheadle SK8 1PY

Inspection date: 15 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are welcomed to the nursery by cheerful staff. Children show that they 
feel happy and safe as they get ready to part from parents and carers. Staff 
understand how children learn. They plan experiences that stimulate children's 
curiosity and thinking. Babies use brushes and their hands to experience paint. 
Staff skilfully combine quiet supervision with timely encouragement. They help 
babies to learn that paint is for making marks. Toddlers and pre-school children 
also learn actively. They find out about the properties of play putty when they 
squeeze, stretch and cut it. All children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make good progress in their learning.

Parents say that managers and staff reassure and support them. They praise how 
well all of the staff know the children. This is an outcome of the provider's intention 
to offer nursery provision that is homely and caring. Parents say that children like 
coming to nursery. They say that when they drive past the nursery at the weekend, 
children want to come in. The atmosphere in the nursery is busy and purposeful. 
Children have time to explore and make decisions about what to do. They develop 
self-control relative to their age and stage of development. This is because staff 
communicate their high expectations of children in a meaningful way.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers have a clear and ambitious vision for what they intend children to 
experience at the nursery. There has been positive, steady progress since its 
opening. Managers seek and value everyone's feedback and ideas. Staff 
suggested that the daily room briefing could usefully include the allocation of 
specific duties for staff. This helps the day to run even more smoothly because 
staff know in advance which routine tasks they are responsible for.

n Staff say that they feel supported by the coaching and supervision that they 
receive. Managers observe staff teaching. They identify strengths and areas for 
improvement. However, they do not consistently build on this to promote staff's 
swiftest progress towards excellence. Sometimes, staff's individual targets are 
not precise enough to lead to measurable impact on children's learning.

n The focus on promoting children's communication and language is a particular 
strength of the nursery. For example, staff often use signs and gestures 
alongside spoken words. They teach the signs to children of all ages, including 
children with SEND. This helps babies to communicate their needs at an early 
stage. Older children learn to both look and listen when they hold conversations. 
This promotes their deeper understanding and engagement.

n The curriculum is sequenced well. Managers set out key skills that they want 
children to achieve as they progress through the nursery. In one example, 
children work step by step towards being able to put their coat on and fasten it 
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independently. This helps children to be ready to make a confident start to the 
next stage of their education.

n Children explore freely in the nursery's upstairs rooms. Staff are deployed into 
each room. They welcome the children and invite them to participate in 
activities. For example, toddlers discover some sparkly pipe cleaners. Staff show 
them how to thread the pipe cleaners through holes in cardboard tubes. They 
give each child tailored support and encouragement. This promotes children's 
concentration and effort. They all succeed.

n Interactions between staff and children are positive and respectful. This is 
demonstrated well during activities and care routines. Staff position themselves 
in front of children and speak with them before wiping their noses. When babies 
decide to take off their socks and play barefoot, staff accept their decision. This 
helps children to develop self-esteem and independence.

n Staff promote children's physical development in a variety of ways. Pre-school 
children work really hard to master walking on bucket stilts. They make visible 
progress each time they falter, and they begin again. Babies keep on trying to 
ascend the little indoor slide and steps. Their self-motivated effort helps them to 
develop strength and coordination.

n Staff help parents to continue children's learning at home. They post videos of 
themselves demonstrating signed communication online. This is so that parents 
can copy them and learn the signs. When babies are ready to begin using a 
spoon and fork, staff and parents work together to support them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider makes sure that managers and staff know the nursery's procedures 
for protecting children from abuse. Managers carry out 'spot checks' to ensure that 
staff understand how to apply their safeguarding knowledge to a range of 
circumstances. Staff teach children to go up and down the stairs safely. Children 
know to hold the handrail and take their time. Clear delegation of tasks helps to 
promote children's safety. Staff check sleeping children regularly. They keep an 
accurate log of how many children are playing outside. Managers take account of 
Public Health Agency advice regarding any newly circulating infections and viruses. 
They liaise with parents and check that hygiene routines are being followed in the 
nursery.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus improvement planning more clearly so that staff know precisely what they 
are aiming to achieve and the impact on children's progress and development is 
measured.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2666869

Local authority Stockport

Inspection number 10266010

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person The Heaton Preschool Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP557724

Telephone number  01617110930 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cheadle Preschool and Day Nursery registered in 2021 and is located in Cheadle, 
Greater Manchester. The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, 
seven members of staff hold qualifications at level 3 and one member of staff holds 
a qualification at level 2. Two members of staff hold qualified teacher status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 
6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old 
children. It is eligible to provide funded early education for two-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan King
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The operations manager, the nursery manager and the inspector completed a 
learning walk of the nursery. The operations manager conducted a joint 
observation of practice with the inspector.

n The inspector held meetings as appropriate with managers. She spoke with staff 
and children during the inspection.

n The inspector spoke with parents and read their written feedback. She took 
account of parents' views.

n Examples of relevant documentation were sampled and reviewed by the 
inspector. She checked evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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