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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are settled and feel safe and secure in the childminder's home. They have
warm and loving relationships with the childminder and seek reassurance from her
when needed.

Children listen respectfully to the childminder and behave well. They learn good
manners and develop a sense of responsibility. They help tidy away after activities,
take their coats off themselves and put their things carefully on the pegs provided.

Children gain a love for stories and nursery rhymes. They enjoy sharing books with
the childminder. They recall their favourite stories and songs throughout the day,
and listen intently as the childminder reads to them. She reads in a way that
excites and engages them. Children show delight when she reads their favourite
stories, and they can anticipate what comes next. Children benefit from plenty of
opportunities to successfully develop their communication and language skills. The
childminder introduces new vocabulary, such as 'antenna' and 'medium’, during the
construction of a caterpillar puzzle. The childminder interacts at the children's level,
speaks clearly and uses correct pronunciation.

Children enjoy a variety of outings to the local parks, as well as attending weekly
gym groups. This helps them to build their small and large muscles, provides plenty
of physical exercise and promotes well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W The experienced childminder has a good understanding of how children develop.
She monitors children's progress and quickly identifies any gaps in learning,
while putting plans in place to address these effectively. The childminder
effectively maintains an environment that provides the children with a wide
range of toys and resources to self select and explore, according to their own
interests.

B The childminder provides children with opportunities to be creative and develop
their mark-making skills. Children focus and concentrate intently as they paint.
They carefully hold their brushes and persevere to complete their artwork.
Children feel valued and respond to the childminder's positive praise, as they
complete their work and talk confidently about what they have created.

Bm The childminder supports children's mathematical development well. She
encourages children to count and recognise shapes and numbers during their
play. Children learn about concepts such as size and positional language; for
example, they carefully consider how different size pieces of the puzzle fit
together, rotating pieces until they fit.

W The childminder has good relationships with parents. She keeps them well
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informed. They discuss children's achievements and interests, and they work
together to help close any gaps in their learning. However, the childminder has
not developed links with providers of other settings children attend, to inform
future planning and to provide a consistent approach for children.

B Parents are happy with the quality of care and education their children receive.
They comment that the activities their children engage in help them to 'thrive'
and 'become independent'. Parents appreciate the support and guidance the
childminder provides to help them overcome challenges. They describe the
childminder as 'passionate’ and 'caring' and would highly recommend her
services.

B The childminder gathers detailed information about children and their families
from the start. She finds out about children's routines and development at
home, before parents leave children in her care. She uses this to support
children as they settle in and plan for the next steps in their development.
Children make good progress from their starting points.

B The childminder is passionate about caring for children. She understands the
importance of developing her practice and actively seeks ways to improve, to
help enhance the children's learning and development. For example, she has
developed her outdoor area to effectively support children to practise their
coordination and balance, as well as explore and learn more about nature.

B The childminder is proactive about the ways children develop a healthy lifestyle.
She ensures that children have plenty of time outdoors in order to benefit from
fresh air and physical exercise. She provides healthy snacks and promotes good
hygiene routines.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder knows her role and responsibility in keeping children safe from
harm. She has good knowledge of all safeguarding aspects. The childminder knows
what to do and who to contact if she has a concern about a child or an adult,
including allegations against herself. She understands the importance of keeping
her knowledge up to date and completes regular training. The childminder has
comprehensive policies and procedures to support her practice. She has a valid
paediatric first-aid certificate. The childminder's home is clean and well maintained.
She risk assesses her home inside and outdoors to minimise any hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B develop the sharing of information about children's care and learning with other
settings that children attend, to strengthen the consistency in the support
children receive.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY483701
Local authority Kent
Inspection humber 10264705
Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 22 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2015 and lives in Deal, Kent. The childminder offers
care from Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 5.30pm, for most of the year. She
holds a relevant early years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kimberley Luckham

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The childminder showed the inspector around her home to understand how the
early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

B The inspector held discussions with the childminder at appropriate times during
the inspection.

B A sample of documents was reviewed by the inspector, including the
safeguarding policy and complaints policy.

W Parents' views were taken account of by the inspector.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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