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Inspection of Chesham Bois Church of
England School

128 Bois Lane, Chesham Bois, Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6 6DE

Inspection dates: 23 and 24 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Not previously inspected under section 5

of the Education Act 2005

Ofsted has not previously inspected Chesham Bois Church of England School as an
academy school under section 5 of the Education Act 2005 as, until November 2020,
the school was exempted by law from routine inspection, so there has been a longer
gap than usual between inspections. Judgements in this report are based on the
current inspection framework and also reflect changes that may have happened at
any point since the last inspection of the predecessor school.
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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils really enjoy attending this friendly school. Pupils are sensitive to the needs of
others and look for opportunities to help each other. The values of the school run
like a golden thread through all it does. Pupils are confident to share their feelings
and opinions. They value and celebrate differences in one another, and this is
reflected across the whole school community.

Leaders are ambitious for all pupils. Pupils want to learn and do their best. They
take part in learning activities enthusiastically and learn well across the curriculum.
Pupils behave exceptionally well in and out of lessons. Bullying and acts of
unkindness are extremely rare. Pupils have every confidence in adults to look after
and care for them. Pupils know how to share any worries so that adults can help
them to sort things out.

Pupils thrive because their interests and talents are nurtured. Pupils are enthusiastic
about taking part in a wide variety of clubs. These range from sign language and
football, to coding and young enterprise. Public speaking competitions, residential
activity trips and the opportunity to broadcast live on ‘Radio Christmas’ mean that
there is always something to look forward to. These activities enable pupils to follow
their interests, volunteer and develop resilience and independence.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have designed a broad and ambitious curriculum for all pupils including
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Leaders have
identified the key things that pupils need to learn and remember. In each subject
area, leaders have thought carefully about the journey of learning from Reception to
Year 6. This means that all pupils acquire knowledge effectively. Activities are
chosen to inspire curiosity and help pupils to remember the most important things.
In some foundation subjects, these ambitions are not fully realised, so some pupils
do not achieve as well as they could.

Pupils learn to read from the start of their time at school. Phonics is taught using a
well-organised programme. Teachers make sure that reading books are matched to
the sounds pupils know so that pupils can read with accuracy and understanding.
Adults teaching phonics spot pupils who struggle with reading. They ensure that
these pupils get the extra help needed to catch up. Regular story times in every
class mean that pupils develop a wide vocabulary. Older pupils continue to build
their reading skills and practise these regularly. Pupils talk with enthusiasm about
books they are reading and are keen to make progress through reading challenges.
Staff are trained to deliver phonics well, but this is not fully consistent in practice.
This means that some pupils are not learning to read as effectively as they could.
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Staff are proud to work at Chesham Bois because they know they provide excellent
support for pupils. They appreciate that leaders value their work and take their
workload into consideration. Teachers check pupils’ learning effectively. They spot
what pupils have found hard and use this information to work out the next steps in
their teaching. Teachers identify the needs of pupils with SEND quickly and
accurately. Leaders are resourceful in accessing effective external support when
necessary. Teachers make careful adaptations to their teaching to help those with
SEND. As a result, all pupils are supported to learn and achieve effectively.

Pupils respond exceptionally well to teachers’ high expectations of behaviour and
attendance. Very few pupils are regularly absent. The school’s values are known and
explained by pupils. They are used by all adults right from the start of Reception to
model how to behave and interact with others. Pupils are eager to learn and try new
things and the clear routines of the school means that they try hard even when they
find things challenging. Pupils manage their own behaviour very well and delight in
showing care for each other. This is especially clear during break times where pupils
play, read and chat in mixed age groups. As one pupil said, ‘Everyone is your friend
here. Little or big, we're all the same.

The personal development of pupils is exemplary because the leaders have created
a carefully crafted programme. In Reception, pupils are keen to fill ‘their bucket’ by
showing the values of the school in their play and lesson time. Throughout the
school pupils ponder some of the challenging questions of life as they move through
this curriculum. They flourish because they learn to discuss their opinions and listen
to those of others with respect. The uptake of clubs and activities is excellent for all
pupils, particularly those most disadvantaged and pupils are inspired by the rich
opportunities they receive.

Governors understand their roles and bring a range of experiences to their work
with the school. They ensure that the vision and values of the school are prioritised
in all strategic developments to promote the achievement of all. Trustees of the
Oxford Diocesan Bucks Trust oversee this work and use clear processes to assure
themselves that the correct actions are being taken.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have created a culture where safeguarding is always at the top of every
agenda. Leaders provide staff with regular training and because of this staff are alert
for any signs that pupils may be at risk of harm. Staff understand how to report
their concerns and leaders are swift to respond to these. Pupils learn how to keep
safe, and leaders regularly update the curriculum so that pupils understand how to
stay safe when online. Those pupils with SEND receive bespoke teaching to ensure
that they are ready to stay safe as they move to secondary school.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

m In some foundation subjects, the curriculum is not yet fully effective. This means
that not all pupils recall as much of the rich and interesting curriculum as they
could. Leaders should continue to embed the curriculum across all foundation
subjects.

B Some staff are not as confident as others in teaching phonics. This means that
not all pupils are benefitting as much as they could in the early stages of learning
to read. Leaders should continue to embed the phonics scheme so that all staff
are experts in delivering all aspects of it.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details

Unique reference number 145033

Local authority Buckinghamshire
Inspection number 10242330

Type of school Primary

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 4to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 217

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Michael Mill

Headteacher Sara Tilbey

Website www.cheshamboisschool.co.uk
Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected

Information about this school

B Chesham Bois Church of England school joined the Oxford Diocesan Bucks Trust
in October 2017. When its predecessor school was last inspected by Ofsted, it was
judged to be outstanding overall.

B Most staff were not working at the school when it was previously inspected. The
headteacher took up post in April 2020.

B The school is a Church of England school and received a section 48 inspection on
12 June 2019. The school’s provision was judged to be excellent.

B Leaders do not currently make use of alternative providers.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.
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B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: early reading,
mathematics, geography and art. For each deep dive, the inspectors met with
curriculum leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke
to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of
pupils” work.

B Inspectors held meetings with members of the local governing body, trustees,
and leaders of provision for SEND, behaviour and attendance and personal
development. The inspectors also observed lunch and breaktimes.

B An inspector met with the chief executive officer of the Oxford Diocesan Bucks
Trust.

B The inspectors explored the school’s safeguarding culture through considering
safeguarding records and procedures, meeting with a range of pupils and staff,
and talking to safeguarding leaders.

B An inspector held a telephone discussion with a representative from the Oxford
Diocesan Board of Education.

B The inspectors considered the 89 responses and 87 free-text responses made by
parents to the online survey, Ofsted Parent View. Inspectors also considered the
24 responses to Ofsted’s online staff survey and the 84 responses to the online
pupil survey. Inspectors gathered the views of pupils and parents through
meetings with them and during visits to lessons and during other times of the
school day.

Inspection team

Lizzie Jeanes, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Kate Owbridge Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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