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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and eager to attend this welcoming club. They are keen to 
show and talk to staff about models they have made at school. Staff listen 
attentively, which helps children to feel highly valued. Children are responsible 
individuals and show that they understand the club's expectations as they hang 
their personal belongings in the cloakroom before entering the club room. 

Older children are positive role models for younger children. They play together 
harmoniously, sharing craft resources, and younger children are very much 
included in team games. Older children help younger children to fasten their high-
visibility jacket before going outdoors to play. Children are creative, they 
thoroughly enjoy designing a calendar. They are curious and express a keen 
interest in using a special pen to scratch off the surface of a bookmark to reveal an 
array of colours. Staff demonstrate how to thread ribbon through the hole in their 
bookmark. Children persevere to do this themselves and staff's genuine praise 
motivates them to keep on trying. The designated cosy area enables children to 
relax and read books after a busy day at school. Children speak fondly of the club 
and staff team. They say how they like to choose what they want to play with and 
enjoy playing with their friends and staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has a secure understanding of his responsibilities. He implements a 
rigorous recruitment process to ensure that staff are suitable to work with 
children. The induction programme ensures that staff know their roles and 
responsibilities. The club's policies and procedures are shared with staff and 
readily available for staff to use.

n The provider ensures that staff have good opportunities to continue to build on 
their practice. Regular supervision meetings and informal discussions identify 
staff development needs. Training is targeted to meet the individual needs of 
staff. Staff benefit from a range of in-house and external training to extend their 
knowledge and skills. Recent training has had a positive impact on their 
understanding of when it is appropriate to intervene in children's play. 

n Children have access to the school's outdoor area, where they play football and 
active games. They learn how to assess their own risks as they balance on the 
trim trail and climb the climbing wall, under the close supervision of staff. 

n Children show they understand the good behaviour and respect that is expected 
of them. This is because they work together to devise the club's boundaries 
about how they would like to be treated and how to treat others. 

n The play leader is passionate about the club being a fun and inclusive 
environment, where children come after the school day to relax and play. Staff 
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know the children well. They find out a wealth of information from parents about 
children's interests and use this information well to plan activities and provide 
resources that reflect these.   

n Staff deploy themselves well and provide good levels of supervision to help keep 
children safe. They carefully monitor the numbers of children throughout the 
session and as children move between indoors and outdoors. Risk assessments 
are completed daily before the children arrive to ensure the environment is safe.

n The provider and play leader gather the views of children and parents to help 
bring about positive improvements. Children are actively encouraged to share 
their ideas and suggestions. As a result of recent children's feedback, staff have 
provided large pieces of fabric to enable them to make dens. Children are very 
clearly at the heart of everything that staff do.

n Children are independent individuals. They choose when they would like to help 
themselves to the variety of healthy foods. However, staff do not always monitor 
or encourage children to wash their hands before eating. This means a robust 
hygiene routine is not consistently followed to reduce the risk of the spread of 
germs. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents' comments are overwhelmingly 
positive. They welcome the feedback they receive when they collect their 
children. They describe staff as 'friendly' and feel that their children build a 
strong bond with them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of their role and responsibility in protecting 
children from harm. They know how some safeguarding issues may impact on 
children and their families, for instance children witnessing domestic abuse or 
being exposed to extreme views. Furthermore, staff talk about the importance of 
working in collaboration with the headteacher of the host school, to ensure 
children's emotional health and well-being. Staff have a good knowledge of the 
whistle-blowing arrangements. The provider ensures that all staff complete regular 
safeguarding training to ensure that their knowledge and skills remain up to date.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY451895

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10263882

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Cambridge Kidsclub Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906932

Telephone number 07960412716

Date of previous inspection 16 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Cambridge Kidsclub @ Meridian registered in 2012. It operates within Meridian 
Primary School. The club opens during school term times, from 7.40am until 9am 
and from 3.15pm until 6.15pm, Monday to Thursday, on Friday it opens from 
7.40am until 9am. The club employs four members of staff. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Pike
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n The play leader conducted a tour with the inspector of all areas used by the club 
to discuss how the provision is organised.

n The inspector observed activities and the interaction between staff and children 
and spoke with staff at appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector joined staff to collect children from their classroom. Children 
shared their views with the inspector.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider, senior play leader and play 
leader to talk about how the club is run. She viewed a variety of documentation, 
such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the club.

n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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