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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children excitedly arrive at the club following a busy day in school. They go straight 
to the areas that they wish to play in. Staff know the children well. This helps 
children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), to settle quickly and to achieve the best possible play outcomes. 

Everywhere you look, children engage remarkably well with the abundance of toys 
and activities on offer. Their pleasure and energy fill the air. Children focus intently 
while drawing detailed pictures, such as of cartoon characters. They show excellent 
small-muscle skills while making models, such as a treehouse, out of small 
construction blocks. Children narrate their play, saying that they have 'made a bed 
for the doll'. They explore the sounds that different musical instruments make. 
Outdoors, children enjoy playing running games together and practise their ball 
skills while playing team games. 

Children are confident communicators. They enthusiastically spoke with the 
inspector about what they had been learning in school. Children discussed the 
activities that they enjoy. They explained the rules of a tabletop game. Children 
learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others, such as 
their appearances, their families, and the festivals that they celebrate. This helps to 
prepare children for life in modern Britain.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider did not notify Ofsted of a change regarding members of the club's 
committee. However, this does not have an impact on the safety or well-being of 
children. Leaders now understand the importance of keeping Ofsted informed.

n Leaders' vision is to provide a high-quality and home-like environment where 
children can 'have fun and feel safe with their friends'. This vision is fully realised 
in practice and staff, children and parents alike buy in to it. Detailed and 
comprehensive self-evaluation helps leaders to reflect on the club to promote 
continual improvement.

n Staff plan experiences carefully, so that children can access a variety of activities 
that complement their learning from school. For example, children practise their 
writing and counting skills during their play. Staff liaise with class teachers to 
continue the topics that children are learning, such as winter. Children eagerly 
complete their homework and help each other if needed.

n Staff foster children's love of reading. For example, younger children relish the 
moments that they sit together and listen to staff read, before discussing what 
happened in the story. Older children savour the opportunity to sit with their 
friends and quietly read their own books.
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n Children play well together and show that they are kind and caring. For 
example, children make 'friendship chains' and write the names of their best 
friends on the paper. Some children are keen to help staff, such as by handing 
plates out to the other children at snack time. 

n Care practices and hygiene routines are good. Children independently wash their 
hands before eating. Staff provide an option of a hot snack, such as buttered 
toast and warm waffles. Children eat a variety of fruit and drink water. They 
understand that eating healthily 'makes you big and strong'. Children know 
which foods are nutritious, such as carrots and apples.

n Staff work in a long-serving and close-knit team. They say that they 'love' 
working at the club and that they feel supported by leaders. Staff access an 
effective programme of training and coaching, which helps them to further 
develop their own practice. For example, leaders share new training with them 
and 'buddy' staff up, so that they can share best practice.

n Partnership working is excellent. All staff work at the host school, which 
supports children's continuity of care and learning. Staff utilise links with 
teachers, for example, to help them to best support children with SEND.

n Parents commend staff for being 'genuinely interested' in their children. They 
like the fact that their children can play with their friends and other children of 
different ages. Parents are reassured that their children are 'very well cared for' 
and that they feel happy while at the club. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders make sure that the premises are safe and secure. They complete robust 
recruitment and vetting procedures to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with 
children. Staff receive annual training in safeguarding and leaders check that this 
knowledge is up to date, such as by asking safeguarding questions at staff 
meetings. Staff understand how to keep children safe and protected from harm. 
They know the local referral procedure to follow in the event of concerns for 
children's welfare or a colleague's conduct. Staff have a comprehensive 
understanding of safeguarding issues, for example child-on-child abuse and 
modern slavery.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY271579

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10264571

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 73

Name of registered person Crossacres After School and Holiday Club 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521740

Telephone number 0161 437 1272

Date of previous inspection 20 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Crossacres After School Club registered in 2003 and is based at Crossacres Primary 
School in Wythenshawe, Manchester. The club employs 10 members of staff. Of 
these, six hold early years qualifications at level 2 and above. One member of staff 
holds early years teacher status. The club opens Monday to Friday, during term 
time only. Sessions are from 7.45am to 8.40am, and then from 3.15pm to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
David Lobodzinski
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation of the club.

n The inspector held discussions with leaders, staff and children at appropriate 
times during the inspection. 

n The provider, the manager and the inspector discussed the organisation and 
planning of activities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged with activities indoors and outdoors.

n Parent views were taken into consideration by the inspector, through written 
testimonials and discussions. 

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Crossacres After School Club
6 January 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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