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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Brook House Junior School pupils are proud to attend this school. They say that the 
school makes them feel ‘warm and happy inside’. Pupils understand, and follow, the 
school values: ‘Be ready, be safe, be kind’. They behave well throughout the school 
day.  
 
Leaders ensure that pupils know how to, and are confident to, report any concerns 
that they may have. This can be through the worry box or having an identified 
trusted adult they can talk to. Pupils are confident to report any concerns, such as 
bullying. Pupils feel safe. 
 
Pupils enjoy the carefully planned extra-curricular activities on offer. These range 
from theatre and residential trips to sports clubs. Some pupils run lunchtime 
activities, such as a popular dance club for other pupils.  
 
There are several opportunities for pupils to develop as leaders. Members of the 
school council make a difference. Playground leaders relish the responsibility of 
leading games with other pupils.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders, including governors, have an accurate view of the school. They know what 
is going well and what needs to improve. Governors hold leaders effectively to 
account.  
 
Leaders have developed a curriculum that is broad and ambitious. They have 
identified the precise knowledge that they want all pupils to know. Pupils enjoy 
learning new content that builds on what they already know. Year 6 pupils are eager 
to explain some key events that took place during the Second World War.  
 
In reading and mathematics, teachers continually check what pupils know during 
lessons. They identify pupils who are not keeping up with their peers. Those pupils 
receive support. However, this practice is not consistent across wider curriculum 
subjects, such as history and art. This means that some pupils develop gaps in the 
key knowledge.  
 
Pupils enjoy reading a range of books that have been carefully chosen by adults. 
Pupils receive tokens for completing reading tasks at home. Winning year groups 
receive prizes, such as a trip to an ice-skating rink. This encourages pupils to read 
more. 
 
Pupils who struggle to read are swiftly identified by leaders. Highly skilled staff 
ensure that pupils receive good-quality daily phonics lessons. As a result, pupils who 
initially struggle to read become confident, fluent readers who cannot put a book 
down.  
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Leaders identify pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
effectively. They ensure that staff receive training to support pupils with SEND in the 
classroom. Some teachers write support plans with clear targets and strategies that 
enable pupils with SEND to be successful. However, some of these plans are not 
precise enough to ensure that pupils get the support they need. 
 
Pupils can clearly explain the behaviour policy. They feel that ‘turnaround cards’ 
encourage pupils who may not make the right choices, to ‘turn around’ their 
behaviour. As a result, behaviour is good. Leaders encourage pupils to behave well 
through the house point system.  
 
Leaders have developed a personal development curriculum that ensures that pupils 
are well rounded, knowledgeable citizens. Pupils learn about different types of 
relationships and how to keep themselves healthy. They have a good understanding 
of fundamental British values. They take part and debate issues such as equality and 
fairness. For example, pupils discuss women’s roles in and after the Second World 
War, when they lost jobs once men returned. They link this to the loss of jobs during 
the closure of local mines.  
 
Staff are proud to work at the school. They appreciate the opportunity to discuss 
any questions that they may have through the workload and well-being committee.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders make appropriate checks to ensure that adults are suitable to work with 
children. They ensure that adults understand the indicators of harm and 
safeguarding risks, both offline and online. Information is delivered through polices, 
training and weekly staff updates. Leaders check that staff know how to report any 
concerns that they may have about a pupil.  
 
Leaders tenaciously use information about behaviour and safeguarding to adapt 
their personal development curriculum to the needs of the pupils. For example, 
some pupils in Year 3 struggle to adapt to new routines and get on with each other. 
Leaders ensure that pupils receive lessons about relationships when they join the 
school. This helps them to settle into school life.  
 
Pupils know how to stay safe online. They know not to give out their personal 
information to others. Pupils are mindful not to trust people online if they do not 
know who they are. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Some pupils with SEND do not make as much progress as they could. This is 

because some teachers do not identify precise targets that pupils with SEND need 
to be successful. Leaders need to monitor the plans that teachers develop. This 
will enable them to support teachers to write precise targets and implement 
strategies that will ensure that all pupils with SEND are successful.  

 In wider curriculum subjects, such as history and art, teachers do not consistently 
check what pupils know and remember before moving on to new learning. This 
prevents some pupils accessing new content. Leaders need to continue to 
develop their systems to check pupils’ understanding and retention of knowledge. 
This will enable teachers to address these gaps before introducing new content. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 148100 

Local authority Sheffield 

Inspection number 10241306 

Type of school Junior 
 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 7 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 334 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Paul Doherty 

Headteacher Jack Huckstepp 

Website www.brookhouse.sheffield.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Brook House Junior School converted to become an academy in April 2021. The 

school is part of the Steel City Schools Partnership Multi Academy Trust.  

 A new headteacher was appointed in January 2021. A new chair of governors was 
appointed in September 2022. 

 There is before- and after-school childcare for pupils attending the school. This is 
run by school staff and managed by school leaders. 

 Leaders currently use alternative provision for pupils. This provision is 
unregistered. Leaders ensure that all safeguarding checks are undertaken.  
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Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation. 

 The lead inspector met with the headteacher, members of the local governing 
body, members of the trust, including the chair of the trust and the chief 
executive officer.  

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
history, physical education and art. For each deep dive, inspectors met with 
subject leaders, looked at the curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to 
teachers and pupils and looked at samples of pupils’ work. Inspectors listened to 
pupils read to a familiar adult. 

 The lead inspector reviewed a range of documentation related to safeguarding. 
This included the single central record of pre-employment checks. 

 Inspectors reviewed a range of other school documentation and policies, including 
the school improvement plan and minutes of governor meetings. 

 The lead inspector reviewed survey responses submitted by parents and carers to 
Ofsted Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey. The lead inspector also reviewed 
responses to Ofsted’s staff and pupil surveys. 

 
Inspection team 
 
Jenny Thomas, lead inspector             His Majesty’s Inspector 

Alison Stephenson                                His Majesty’s Inspector 

Kris Henderson                                Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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