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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children settle remarkably well at this calm and welcoming club. They arrive 
happily after a day in school. Staff greet children with a smile before they put their 
belongings away. Children show a strong sense of belonging and talk positively 
about their club. Typical comments from children include, 'I just love the club. You 
get to spend more time with your friends than when you are in the classroom.'

Children show positive attitudes towards their play. For example, they concentrate 
while drawing pictures following their own ideas. Children draw an elephant and 
point out the different parts, such as the trunk, body and two eyes. They giggle 
while saying that elephants, 'use the trunk when they are thirsty' and can, 'squirt 
water out' of it. While colouring in pictures of fireworks, children discuss the new 
year. They practise writing by labelling their pictures with their names. Children 
build their small-muscle skills while making pieces of art from junk materials, such 
as cutting a box to make a dragon's nest. They show good scissor control as they 
cut out paper stars. Staff interact with children, for example, when playing board 
games. Children enjoy spending time outdoors. They show good coordination and 
large-muscle skills while running, kicking balls and using hula hoops.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is dedicated to her vision of having a club where children, families 
and staff are happy. She describes this as like belonging to one family. Self-
evaluation is accurate and includes the views of staff, children and their parents. 
This helps the manager to identify ways to continue to improve the club.

n Children choose the activities that they wish to partake in. For example, many 
decide to engage in role play and dress up as different characters. Children 
giggle while allowing the inspector to guess which character they are dressed as. 
They have the opportunity to do their homework or read from their schoolbooks. 
However, there is scope to complement children's learning from school further. 
For example, the manager knows that she could gather information about 
children's current learning from their teachers.

n Children are caring and well mannered. For example, they take the hands of 
their friends while deciding where to play. Staff promote children's positive 
behaviour, such as by giving children stickers. Children were excited to find out 
who was chosen to eat at the 'special table'. This  provides recognition for 
children who demonstrate the club rules, such as being respectful and kind 
towards others.

n Staff provide children with a range of healthy foods, including fruit, vegetables, 
sandwiches, milk and water. Children say that drinking water helps to keep them 
'hydrated'. Staff prioritise children's growing independence. For example, 
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children help to tidy up and wipe the table in readiness for snack. They 
independently wash their hands to, 'get rid of germs' before eating. 

n Children are developing their communication and language skills. They were 
confident and curious to talk with the inspector. Children were eager to describe 
what they had drawn, for example, when showing the inspector their picture of 
a pirate and a treasure map. They showed pride when talking about achieving a 
'shine' award from school.

n The staff team is long serving. Staff comment that the club is a 'fantastic' place 
to work. They value the support that the manager provides. Mandatory training 
is complete. That said, the programme of professional development for staff 
does not focus on further developing their knowledge and skills.

n The manager understands the benefits of partnership working. For example, she 
has established positive links with the host school. Parents have nothing but 
praise for the 'brilliant' club. They comment that it is the, 'heartbeat of the 
community' and that it is a, 'credit to the school'. Parents know that their 
children are well cared for and say that their children, 'absolutely love' attending 
the club. They value the, 'unwavering devotion' of staff and their, 'genuine 
interest' in supporting children and their families. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager follows robust recruitment and vetting procedures to ensure that 
staff are suitable to work with children. Staff access safeguarding training and the 
manager checks that this is up to date, for example, by providing safeguarding 
quizzes at staff meetings. Staff understand how to keep children safe and 
protected from harm. They know the local referral procedures to follow, should 
there be concerns about children's welfare or the conduct of a colleague. Staff 
understand a broad range of safeguarding issues, such as trafficking and county 
lines. They are trained in paediatric first aid. The premises are safe and secure.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY487087

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10264537

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Woodhouses Out Of School Club CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905653

Telephone number 07340 663112

Date of previous inspection 19 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Woodhouses Out Of School Club registered in 2015 and operates from 
Woodhouses Voluntary Primary School. The club employs six members of staff. Of 
these, five hold early years qualifications at levels 2 or 3. The club opens Monday 
to Friday. During term time, sessions are from 7.45am to 9am and from 3pm to 
6pm. During school holidays, sessions are from 8am to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
David Lobodzinski
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation of the club.

n The inspector held discussions with leaders, staff and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection. 

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff.

n The manager and the inspector discussed the organisation and planning of 
activities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged with activities indoors and outdoors.

n Parental views were considered by the inspector, through written testimonials 
and discussions. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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