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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are inspired by the school values. These are to ‘be proud, be yourself, be 
together, be friendly, be strong, be Bentham.’ Pupils are polite, well mannered and 
fully engage in their learning. They speak kindly and respectfully about how people 
and families may be different. As one pupil said, ‘Everyone needs to feel special as 
we are all unique and we are all different.’  
 
Staff expect pupils to work hard and do their best. Parents and carers are invited 
into school for ‘stay and learn’ sessions, so that they can see this in action. Leaders 
hold regular ‘coffee and cake’ sessions for parents to talk about the curriculum and 
other areas of school life.   
 
Pupils know that they are expected to follow the school rules and they usually do. 
Pupils say that bullying does not happen very often and if it does staff will sort it out 
quickly. Pupils told us that trusted adults are there whenever they need help. This 
makes them feel safe.   
 
The school is in a small town. Leaders take advantage of all that the area has to 
offer. Firefighters from the local community come in to read with pupils. Visits to the 
local area give the curriculum meaning. For example, pupils took a short walk to the 
war memorial as part of their learning in history. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have made recent changes to the curriculum. They have carefully 
considered how the curriculum is planned for pupils in this school. Curriculum 
planning starts in the early years and is well sequenced. As a result, children make a 
good start in Nursery and Reception. Some pupils are taught in mixed age classes. 
Leaders have made sure that the curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all 
pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
This means pupils achieve well.  
 
Staff receive the training and support that they need to teach the curriculum well. 
They have secure subject knowledge. The use of assessment in English, 
mathematics and science is well established. This helps teachers to plan the next 
steps for learning. In the foundation subjects, the way in which teachers check what 
pupils know and can remember is less effective. Leaders have only recently started 
to check what pupils already know in the wider curriculum. In addition, they need to 
consider the most important knowledge that pupils need to know and remember 
over time.  
 
Reading is a priority. Leaders have introduced a new phonics scheme. This has led 
to greater consistency in the teaching of early reading. Most pupils keep up with the 
pace of the programme. Those who do not are identified quickly and given the 
support that they need to catch up. As a result, pupils read with increasing fluency 
over time. Leaders have invested in high-quality texts. These books are well 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Bentham Community Primary School 

29 and 30 November 2022 3 
 

 

matched to pupils’ reading ability. Pupils are encouraged to develop a love of 
reading and books. The school has strong links with the local library. Leaders 
provide books and resources to engage pupils’ interest in reading. The school library 
is a welcoming place for pupils to enjoy reading.  
 
The learning environment for early years, both inside and outside, helps children to 
learn. Staff support children effectively to be independent. As a result, children 
manage their own learning well. They take turns and share with each other. Children 
learn through well-planned opportunities and activities.  
 
Pupils behave very well. They enjoy the wide range of things that they can do at 
playtimes. There is a strong connection between behaviour and learning. This is 
because secure routines are in place. Pupils know what is expected of them. They 
respond well to the system of rewards. These include effort stars and house points. 
House captains take pride in making sure that rosettes are given to the leading team 
in celebration assembly.   
 
Leaders promote pupils’ personal development through the well-considered 
personal, social and health education curriculum. Pupils are taught that fundamental 
British values help everyone to live together in modern Britain. This prepares them 
for their next stage of education. Pupils take pride in their responsibilities. Through 
the school council, pupils enjoy making suggestions about how they can improve the 
school. Pupils can attend a weekly sports club after school. However, there are 
limited opportunities for pupils to develop other talents and interests further.  
 
Leaders and governors are focused on ensuring that the school continues to 
improve. Leaders help staff to manage their time and the demands on their 
workload. Recent changes in staffing and leadership have meant that planned 
developments to the curriculum have taken longer than necessary. The curriculum is 
not currently fully embedded. Subject leaders know their subject well but need to 
establish from the planned curriculum what pupils know and remember over time. 
Leaders and governors have put plans in place to address this. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders have ensured that there is strong pastoral support in school. This means 
that pupils are well cared for. Leaders have ensured that staff receive the training 
that they need to recognise pupils who may be at risk. Staff know what actions they 
need to take if they are concerned about a pupil. Leaders have developed a culture 
where it is safe for pupils to speak to adults if they are worried about anything. 
 
Detailed checks are in place to make sure that all adults who work in school are safe 
to work with pupils. These are recorded accurately. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Until recently, curriculum planning has not identified what important knowledge 

from the wider curriculum needs to be prioritised for assessment and retrieval.  
As a result, pupils have gaps in their knowledge in subjects, such as history and 
science. Leaders need to ensure that teachers have clarity as to the content 
chosen for teaching and assessment, so that pupils embed this knowledge from 
the planned curriculum 

 Pupils do not have access to a broad range of extra-curricular activities. This 
limits the opportunity to develop their talents and interests. Leaders should plan a 
programme of activities to support pupils’ personal development. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 121380 

Local authority North Yorkshire 

Inspection number 10199635 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 156 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Mark Leather 

Co-headteachers Claire Pearson and Alison McGregor 

Website www.benthamcpschool.org.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 23 and 24 February 2016, under section 
5 of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school does not use alternative provision providers. 

 The school has two co-headteachers. This arrangement has been in place since 
April 2022. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.  
 

 Inspectors met with the two co-headteachers, assistant headteacher, and the 
special educational needs coordinator. Meetings were also held with the early 
years leader, subject leaders and class teachers. 
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 Inspectors met with representatives from the local governing body and a repre-
sentative from the local authority. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives into reading, mathematics, science and history. 
For each deep dive, inspectors looked at curriculum planning, conducted joint 
lesson visits with leaders, had discussions with teachers, spoke to pupils about 
their learning and looked at pupils’ books and samples of their work. 

 Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in classrooms, around the school and at 
playtime and lunchtime. They spoke with pupils about their views of the school 
and their learning, behaviour and safety. 

 During the inspection, a range of safeguarding information was scrutinised, 
including the school’s policies and records. Inspectors spoke to pupils and 
observed relationships between pupils and pupils and pupils and adults. The lead 
inspector also met with the designated safeguarding lead. 

 Inspectors considered responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire for staff and 
pupils and Ofsted’s online survey for parents, Parent View. This included 
comments received via the free-text facility. They also talked to some parents in 
the school playground. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Nicola Beaumont, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

David Hodgkiss Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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