
Inspection of Ladybird Nursery School
11 Ryder Gardens, RAINHAM, Essex RM13 7LS

Inspection date: 29 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the nursery. They are welcomed by staff and settle very 
well. Children immerse themselves in their play and activities that have been 
carefully selected by staff. Children spend a lot of time at a pretend ice-cream 
parlour. They talk about their favourite flavours and how many scoops of ice cream 
they would like. Staff engage well with children. They ask questions and children 
respond, helping conversations to flow. Some children spend the majority of their 
time with a staff member, and, as more children arrive, staff encourage children to 
interact with their peers and play collaboratively. 

Children's independence skills are supported well by all staff. Children are 
encouraged to wash their hands with soap before snack time and mealtimes. They 
self-serve at mealtimes and can pour their own water at the hydration station; 
younger children do this particularly well. However, not all staff monitor this 
closely. As a result, this can lead to cross-contamination when children self-serve 
second helpings. Children are encouraged to make choices. They can choose which 
fruit they would like to have at snack time. When children get ready to play in the 
garden, they can identify their own belongings, and all older children have a go at 
getting their coats and hats on. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager had devised a well-sequenced and purposeful curriculum that 
covers all areas of learning for all children. Staff are aware of the curriculum 
intent and implement it well. The manager encourages staff to evaluate the 
impact of activities on their key children to ensure that planning is personalised 
for individual children. Staff plan outings for all children. They provide children 
with visits to the local park, especially for those children who do not have access 
to a natural outdoor space at home. 

n Staff know children very well. They know what children can do well and what 
their next steps in learning are. Staff spend quality time with their key children 
to support them with their learning. Younger children engage in creative 
activities. They listen to instructions and position objects in the correct places. 
Children understand terms such as 'on top', 'below' and 'on the side'. 

n Children go into the book area often during the day. Staff across the nursery 
spend time reading to children spontaneously. Older children talk about the 
rules, which are displayed in the book area. They can explain that the rule 'we 
look after our books' means that they should not sit or stand on the books or rip 
them. Children understand that they should put the books back when they have 
finished reading them.  

n Overall, staff promote children's awareness of healthy lifestyles. They talk about 
healthy eating choices at snack time and mealtimes. Staff provide healthy and 
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nutritious meals and talk to the children about why the meals are good for them. 
They also speak to the children about oral health and the importance of 
brushing their teeth. Older children can explain how they should brush to make 
sure that their teeth are cleaned properly.

n Children follow routines well and know what is expected of them. Younger 
children follow familiar sleep and care routines. They are quick to transition to 
sleep time after lunch. 

n Children behave well and staff praise children often. On rare occasions when 
children display unwanted behaviours, staff's responses are inconsistent. Some 
staff clearly explain their expectations of behaviour to children and distract them 
swiftly. However, other staff do not explain why some behaviours are 
inappropriate and they do not talk to the children about the impact of their 
behaviour on others.

n Parents say that they are very happy with the care provided by staff at the 
setting. Children and parents are made to feel welcome from the beginning. 
They are informed of the progress that their children make and what their next 
steps in learning are. Parents say that they can talk to staff about any concerns 
that they have. They receive regular updates, such as through a bulletin, and 
support around parenting. 

n The manager has suitable arrangements and plans in place to focus on providing 
mandatory training for all staff. However, the training that staff currently hold 
does not fulfil all required aspects of paediatric first-aid training to meet the 
requirements. Nevertheless, the manager has taken proactive steps to address 
this and the circumstances have minimum impact on children in the meantime. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have very good knowledge of safeguarding. They are aware of the signs of 
abuse and would report and refer in line with the setting's policies. Staff can 
identify the signs of female genital mutilation and radicalisation. They know who 
the designated safeguarding leads are. The manager is aware of the referral 
processes and the support available to her through the local authority. The setting 
follows procedures to ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. There are 
ongoing suitability processes in place to check that staff remain suitable. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date

Inspection report: Ladybird Nursery School
29 November 2022 3



ensure that staff hold the required first-
aid qualifications and are available at all 
times when children are present, and 
accompany children on outings.

31/01/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor and support staff to help children to understand further about hygiene 
practices within the setting 

n support staff to help children to learn about how their behaviour affects 
themselves and others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY417318

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10235466

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Marwaha, Denesh

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904458

Telephone number 01708 551 778

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Ladybird Nursery School registered in 2010. The nursery operates from a converted 
house in a residential area of Rainham, Essex, within the London Borough of 
Havering. The nursery is open for 51 weeks of the year from 8am until 6.30pm, 
Monday to Friday. It receives funding for the provision of early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. The nursery employs five members of 
staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Davinder Dhaliwal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector had discussions with the manager throughout the day and during 
the learning walk.

n The inspector observed the quality of education provided at the setting for all 
age groups of children indoors and evaluated the impact.

n Throughout the day, the inspector observed safety and hygiene routines.
n Discussions with staff members, parents and children took place, and the 

inspector reflected on these discussions.
n Joint observations were carried out with the manager, and feedback and 

outcomes were discussed.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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