
Inspection of Mr Wobbles Day Nursery
17 Gloucester Road, Kidsgrove, Stoke-On-Trent, Staffordshire ST7 1EH

Inspection date: 4 November 2022 - 14 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Children's safety is not assured. The provider has not ensured that recruitment 
procedures are rigorous enough in order to assess the suitability of staff working 
with children. That said, children develop strong, nurturing relationships with staff 
at this welcoming nursery. Staff are kind and calm with children. This helps 
children to become confident learners. Staff are sensitive to the needs of babies 
and offer them physical and emotional comfort when they need it. Children behave 
well and they understand the rules and boundaries. They listen carefully to staff 
instructions and understand what is expected of them during the day. For example, 
children line up when it is time to go inside. They learn to take turns with one 
another with adult support.

Children access a variety of activities, such as drawing, sand and water play, small-
world play and a good selection of their favourite stories. They show good 
concentration skills while they build towers, and they enjoy taking part in singing 
sessions. Staff model language which children repeat and use in their play. This 
helps to develop children's vocabulary. Children develop their independence during 
their time at the nursery. For example, young babies are supported to feed 
themselves and older children pour their own drinks and put their coats on. Staff 
promote independence in self-care and encourage children to lead their own play 
and learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider lacks knowledge and understanding of how to check staff's 
suitability to work with children. Although there is an appropriate written 
procedure in place, this is not always followed. The provider has failed to obtain 
sufficient information about staff who work directly with children. Vetting checks 
have not been completed for all staff. This means that the provider cannot make 
an informed decision about staff's suitability to work with children, which puts 
their safety at risk.  

n The curriculum provided stimulates the interests of children and staff support 
children's learning and development well. They get to know children and build 
strong relationships with them. Staff discuss individual children's interests and 
learning needs with their parents. Children are keen to get involved in the 
activities on offer and show positive attitudes to learning. The activities and 
experiences planned help children make good progress from their starting points 
and they gain a range of skills that aid their eventual move to school.

n Staff effectively support children's communication skills. They use songs and 
rhymes to develop children's understanding of common words and language 
patterns. They speak slowly and clearly to children, repeating words and 
modelling sentences, so that they hear the correct way to say them. Children 
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who speak English as an additional language are encouraged to speak their 
home language and staff use words and phrases to encourage them.

n Staff provide opportunities for children to develop their literacy skills. For 
instance, children listen to stories regularly and staff encourage children to make 
marks using a range of materials to help develop their early writing skills. 
Children have access to resources and activities to develop their mathematical 
skills. For example, staff encourage children to identify numbers and to arrange 
blocks in order of size. However, monitoring of teaching has not been precise 
enough to identify where some staff need further support and guidance. On 
occasion, some staff interactions do not help to fully extend children's learning.

n Children's physical development is well supported. They enjoy playing in the 
outside area, running, riding the tricycles and balancing carefully on the 
equipment. Children explore with interest and confidently use climbing 
equipment. They show mobility, coordination and balance. Younger children 
have space to roll and partake in 'tummy time', while older babies can cruise 
around furniture in preparation for starting to walk.

n Parents are complimentary about the service they receive and comment 
positively on the regular feedback they get from staff about their child's day. 
Staff observe and assess children's learning regularly. They keep parents 
informed about their children's learning and work together to plan what children 
need to learn next.

n The staff team work together effectively. They have made some changes to how 
they plan for children's learning and design the play environment. However, 
children in the pre-school room are sometimes distracted because noise levels 
are too high, making it more difficult for children to listen and concentrate.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Children are not properly safeguarded. Weaknesses in the recruitment and vetting 
processes completed for staff mean that the provider cannot be assured that they 
are suitable to work with children. Despite this, staff know the signs and symptoms 
that may indicate that a child is at risk from harm. This includes safeguarding 
issues that may affect children, such as the 'Prevent' duty, female genital 
mutilation and county lines. They know how to report these concerns and how to 
raise them directly with relevant agencies, if ever needed. Staff know how to 
whistle-blow and report concerns regarding adults to the relevant agencies.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
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implement effective systems to ensure 
that practitioners, or any other person 
who may have regular contact with 
children, are suitable 

30/12/2022

ensure that anybody who is responsible 
for carrying out the recruitment and 
vetting processes for staff has a secure 
knowledge and understanding of the 
procedures to follow in order to 
safeguard children.

30/12/2022

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor the quality of teaching even more closely to identify further areas where 
staff can extend their teaching skills

n consider ways to reduce noise levels in the pre-school room to help children to 
maintain concentration and focus.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2547820

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10218632

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Mr Wobbles Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2547819

Telephone number 07368628775

Date of previous inspection 14 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

Mr Wobbles Day Nursery registered in 2019. The nursery employs nine members of 
childcare staff. Of these, five hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 
3. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round, 
except for bank holidays and for one week at Christmas. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Jacqueline Coomer
Lisa Bennett
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The nursery manager and the inspector completed a learning walk across all 
areas of the nursery to understand how the early years provision and the 
curriculum is organised.

n A joint observation of a teaching activity was carried out by the nursery manager 
and the inspector.

n The inspector sought the views of parents and staff and spoke to children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors to assess 
the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and looked at relevant 
documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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