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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop strong, nurturing relationships with staff at this warm and 
welcoming nursery. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure from the 
moment they arrive. They demonstrate positive, friendly behaviour, as they are 
greeted by the friendly and familiar staff members. As a result, children separate 
from their parents with ease. 

Children are curious and keen to take part in activities. They make good use of the 
accessible resources within the play environment. For example, children transport 
dinosaurs into the sand and engage in conversations with staff about them. 
Children enjoy building towers using the building blocks and constructing train 
tracks. Staff challenge children's learning further by encouraging them to sort 
bricks into colours and by asking children to decide the position of different train 
carriages on the track. This supports children to widen their understanding of 
mathematical language. 

Children enjoy listening to traditional stories and singing Christmas songs. Craft 
activities enable children to develop their own creative flair. For example, children 
paint on mirrors and enjoy decorating a gingerbread house. Staff help children to 
develop their small-muscle skills very well. Young children use paint sticks and 
chalk with excellent control. Staff skilfully extend children's learning by introducing 
concepts, such as number, size and shape as children experiment making marks on 
chalkboards. Children are enthusiastic and excitedly talk to staff about their 
experiences. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The actions raised from the last inspection and subsequent monitoring visit have 
been suitably met. Supervision meetings are now in place to ensure staff are 
better supported in their role. Staff benefit from a targeted programme of 
learning which supports their practice and builds on their skills and knowledge of 
the early years curriculum. Staff are more confident in their role, and this is seen 
in the good teaching practice observed throughout the inspection. 

n Children behave well. Staff provide clear explanations and use role modelling to 
help children to understand about acceptable behaviours and boundaries. 
Younger children receive gentle reminders of how to share, take turns and play 
with others. Unwanted behaviours are dealt with swiftly and applied quickly to 
ensure children's safety. Staff know the children well. The key-person system is 
effectively implemented to ensure children's individual needs are met.  

n Children learn and practise independence skills, such as washing their hands and 
feeding themselves. Staff provide a range of healthy snacks and supervise 
mealtimes effectively. They remind children to sit down when accessing their 
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drinking bottles. Food is prepared following food safety guidelines and sleep 
areas are free from any previously identified potential risks or hazards.  

n Staff support and encourage children's communication and language. Children 
engage in meaningful conversations during their play. Staff reinforce the correct 
pronunciation of words and introduce new vocabulary. At story time, older 
children excitedly respond to staff's questions and listen to each other 
respectfully. Staff support younger children's developing communication by 
constantly repeating different words and sounds. However, opportunities are 
less promoted to support children who speak English as an additional language 
to hear and use their home language and keywords in the nursery.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery, referring to the setting as 'vital and valuable 
to the community'. Parents say that staff have done an 'amazing job with their 
children' and how they 'receive the best support for the family'. Online record 
systems are in place to share activities, progress and information with parents. 
However, not all parents have accessed this or aware that information about 
children's progress is available on this platform. The manager recognises this 
and has plans in place to improve these links with parents. In addition, staff do 
not always provide sufficient information to parents and carers during 
handovers.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate a secure knowledge of safeguarding and how 
to keep children safe in their care. They know the procedures to follow if they have 
any concerns about a child. In addition, staff know who to contact if they have 
concerns about the conduct of another member of staff. Staff have completed 
refresher safeguarding training, including the 'Prevent' duty guidance, to ensure 
their knowledge is current. Staff implement good risk assessments to help keep 
children safe. The manager ensures that all staff working with children are suitable 
to do so. Staff's ongoing suitability is recorded during supervision meetings. All 
records and documentation are accessible and available for inspection.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance opportunities for children who speak English as an additional language 
to hear and use their home language in the setting, to further support their well-
being and overall language development

n strengthen staff's practice for providing parents and carers with sufficient 
information about children's care routines and activities each day. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY424791

Local authority Cumbria

Inspection number 10258938

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person McCormick, Jacqueline

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909750

Telephone number 01697925035

Date of previous inspection 9 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Jelly Tots registered in 2011. The nursery employs five members of childcare staff 
who all hold appropriate early years qualifications from level 2 to level 3. The 
setting operates from Monday to Friday, all year round. The sessions are from 8am 
to 5.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carys Millican
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a craft activity with the manager.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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