
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time in the care of this enthusiastic childminder. They enjoy 
making use of freely available writing and drawing equipment. As children draw, 
they recognise colours and talk about the marks they are making. They know 
where to hang pictures to dry and understand the importance of putting lids back 
on painting pens.

Children are developing a love of books. They listen intently as the childminder 
reads stories to them in a cosy and engaging way. The childminder and children 
talk about the pictures and discuss which is their favourite dinosaur and why. When 
characters in stories are sad, children recognise this and talk about their own 
feelings. During their imaginative play, children talk about characters from favourite 
stories, weaving them into their games. Children regularly visit the local library and 
choose new books to bring back to the setting.

Children play well together. The childminder is consistent and proactive in 
supporting children to learn to take turns and share. Children regularly say 'thank 
you' to the childminder and each other without being prompted. They are 
developing age-appropriate independence. The childminder gives children the time 
they need to wash and dry their hands successfully, reminding them of the need to 
pull their sleeves up.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder recognises the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
children's confidence in social situations. As a result, she provides lots of 
opportunities for them to experience being in larger groups. She makes use of a 
local toddler group and regularly meets up with other local childminders. 
Children take part in local community activities, such as tree decorating for 
Christmas and Easter.

n The childminder demonstrates a good understanding of the abilities and 
interests of children in her care. She carries out statutory assessments of their 
progress and, overall, provides a curriculum that supports their learning across 
all areas. However, the childminder does not always refine her curriculum 
planning to the highest level so that activities are even more precisely tailored to 
build on what children already know and can do.

n Children are developing an age-appropriate understanding of mathematics. As 
they play with spaghetti, children know which are the longer and shorter pieces. 
The childminder encourages the children to count as they build towers. Children 
talk about numbers and start to hold up their fingers, imitating the childminder's 
visual learning cues.

n The childminder engages with children during their play. She encourages them 
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to recall past events. The childminder provides both verbal and practical support 
when children come across challenges. However, at times, the childminder 
provides too much information or asks too many questions, which overwhelms 
the children. As a result, occasionally, children move on from activities and miss 
opportunities to become deeply engaged in their learning.

n Children have lots of opportunities to be physically active. They regularly visit 
local parks and enjoy digging for worms on the childminder's allotment. During 
activities away from the house, the childminder helps children to learn to keep 
themselves safe. She encourages them to look for cars before crossing the road 
and talks to them about stranger danger.

n The childminder supports children to develop a love of nature. They spend lots 
of time outside, feeding the ducks and visiting local horses. On the childminder's 
allotment, children help to plant onions and cabbages. Children regularly go on 
nature walks around local lakes. They collect leaves and twigs and notice the 
changes in the seasons.

n The childminder is reflective in her practice. She regularly reads professional 
articles to help extend her knowledge, and she has introduced new resources to 
support children's learning. The childminder also completes regular short 
courses. However, she has not yet fully embedded her new learning into her 
day-to-day practice to ensure that she is providing the very best teaching and 
learning environment for children. 

n Parents are complimentary about the childminder. They feel actively involved in 
their children's learning and talk about the progress their children make.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of the signs and symptoms that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm. She is clear about the importance of accurate 
record-keeping and knows who to contact if she has concerns about the welfare of 
a child. The childminder regularly updates her child protection training, including 
around wider issues, such as radicalisation. The childminder demonstrates a good 
understanding of the action to take if an allegation is made against herself or a 
household member.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the planning of the curriculum so that all activities precisely build on what 
children know and can do to the very highest level

n embed knowledge gained from recent training, to enhance engagements with 
children so that they are always receiving the highest support for their ongoing 
learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY462943

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10236186

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 20 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013 and lives in Hemingford Grey, Cambridgeshire. 
She operates all year round from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Thursday, except for 
bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder offers funded early years 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julia Sudbury

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how she 
ensures that they are safe and suitable. She spoke to the inspector about her 
intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector through written 
testimonials.

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation.
n The inspector spoke with the childminder and children at appropriate times 

throughout the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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