
Inspection of The Little Ripley Day 
Nursery
268 KINGSBURY ROAD, ERDINGTON, BIRMINGHAM, WEST MIDLANDS B24 8RB

Inspection date: 13 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly and get involved in activities that are matched to their 
stages of development and interests. They enjoy close relationships with familiar 
staff, who are attentive, affectionate and playful. Babies are confident to explore 
outdoors and indoors, and they are supported well to use what is available and try 
new experiences. For example, babies enjoy exploring a variety of materials, such 
as cereals and ice. Activities are used skilfully to encourage children to use their 
senses and increase their vocabulary. For example, children in the tweenies room 
are eager to make farm animal sounds, and they sing as they play with the animals 
in the straw and compost.

Children benefit from a programme of activities that provide them with the 
experiences and skills that they need for future learning. For example, children in 
pre-school behave well and show high levels of attention and listen well during 
circle time. They are eager to sing the days of the week and months of the year, 
and recall the story of the week. Children in the little learners room are equally as 
motivated as they solve the problems that they encounter when rolling conkers 
down tubing. From an early age, all children show a keen interest in making marks 
in a variety of ways. For example, children busily use chalk and wipe-clean boards 
to make their creations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The senior leadership team provides effective direction to the manager to ensure 
the successful implementation of the curriculum. The curriculum is designed 
around the changing seasons, popular topics, special events and children's 
interests. Staff effectively use their daily observations of what children enjoy and 
can do to guide their planning and teaching. 

n Staff place a high focus on supporting children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. They work closely with parents and effectively use any 
targets set by other professionals working with children to help close gaps in 
their learning. They swiftly identify any children who may benefit from additional 
support, such as with speech and language, and provide targeted interventions 
to support them. 

n Promoting children's communication and language is a clear priority. Books, 
songs and musical instruments are incorporated extremely well into the daily 
planning to inspire children to learn. For example, staff plan activities around the 
most-popular books to capture children's imagination and reinforce what 
children are being taught. This love for books is further extended through the 
book lending library, which is popular with parents and children. 

n Staff provide a varied range of mathematical activities for children. For example, 
many children enjoy counting, and consider size and weight as they play. 
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However, some mathematical activities are not as popular with some children, 
particularly the boys. This is because, on occasions, these activities are not 
inspiring enough, and children choose other activities instead. 

n Staff work closely with parents from the outset to get to know their family 
circumstances, including any cultural differences and children's unique 
personalities. Parents receive detailed information about their children's 
progress. Parents' feedback is positive. They are impressed by the quality of the 
meals, range of experiences on offer, and the progress that their children make. 
They appreciate the advice on supporting potty training and how to increase 
their children's language skills. 

n Staff have a deep understanding of the benefits of promoting babies' and 
children's physical development. They provide ample opportunities for all 
children, including babies, to increase their shoulder, arm, hand and finger 
strength and to increase their large motor skills. Staff teach children about the 
importance of eating healthy foods, limiting sugar and how to ensure good oral 
hygiene.

n Staff benefit from regular training and guidance on how to provide good-quality 
activities. The management team regularly monitors the good quality of teaching 
across the nursery. However, they do not always identify very precisely how 
each member of staff can further develop their teaching to the highest level. For 
example, on occasions, staff do not give children enough time to explore the 
activities, and they interrupt children's play by asking too many questions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff are trained in child protection issues. They have a strong understanding of 
child protection and wider safeguarding issues and the procedures to follow if they 
have a concern. There are effective recruitment and vetting procedures in place to 
ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. New staff benefit from a 
thorough induction to ensure that they are clear about their roles and 
responsibilities. There are effective systems in place to share information with any 
agencies working with children and their families. The premises are checked daily 
to ensure that areas are clean, safe and suitable. Staff creatively use age-
appropriate methods to teach children about internet safety and how to keep safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide inspiring opportunities for children to explore mathematical concepts 
through the activities and experiences that they enjoy most, in order to further 
develop their learning of mathematics  

n build on staff professional development opportunities to help to sustain and build 
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on the good quality of teaching achieved. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 229078

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10234407

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 72

Name of registered person The Little Ripley Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902303

Telephone number 0121 373 8863

Date of previous inspection 3 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Little Ripley Day Nursery registered in 1994. The nursery opens from Monday 
to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays. Sessions are from 7am until 
6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children. The nursery employs 17 members of childcare staff. Of these, one 
holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 6, 11 hold a qualification at 
level 3, two hold a qualification at level 2, and three are unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Parm Sansoyer
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Inspection activities

n This is the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector, manager and a member of the senior leadership team completed 
a learning walk together to check the safety of the premises and gather 
information about the experiences provided.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out three joint observations with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and a member of the senior 

leadership team. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector took into account the views of parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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