
Inspection of Birley Community Pre-
school
St. Cyprians Church Hall, Birchvale Road, Sheffield S12 4XY

Inspection date: 9 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The passionate and dedicated staff strive to improve outcomes for all children. 
They provide a welcoming, calm and exceptionally nurturing environment for 
children. Staff form close bonds with children. Children show high levels of energy, 
excitement, and are happy and well settled. Children behave very well, and staff 
are positive role models. Staff have high expectations of all children. They teach 
children to share toys and resources. Children play harmoniously together. For 
example, they take turns to be on the front and back of the bicycles when playing 
outside. 

Children follow strong routines, which support their positive behaviour. Children 
listen to staff and follow instructions without hesitation. They are kind to their 
friends and enjoy playing in collaboration with each other. Staff ensure that 
children's dietary requirements and allergies are fully catered for, and information 
is displayed for staff to see. Staff support children's oral health well. They talk to 
children about looking after their teeth and provide activities to promote teeth 
cleaning. Children are active and benefit from lots of fresh air and exercise. They 
confidently use the wide range of outdoor equipment. Children enjoy running 
around in the outdoor area. This helps to keep them fit and healthy.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff know children exceptionally well. Staff's interactions with 
children are warm, caring and nurturing. They are enthusiastic and praise 
children for their efforts, achievements and positive behaviour.

n Children make good progress over time. They participate in their learning with 
enjoyment. For example, when children explore play dough, they talk about 
what is feels like. They use vocabulary such as 'dry', 'squidgy', sticky and 'soft' 
and describe their actions, commenting that they are 'patting', 'squeezing' and 
'rolling'.

n While learning and playing together, children enjoy lots of challenging and 
stimulating activities that allow them to think and work through the process to 
achieve a result. For example, while learning about animals that live in the 
Arctic, children explore the changes of frost and ice melting in water. They enjoy 
splashing in the melted ice and frost.

n Children access a broad and balanced curriculum that follows their interests and 
builds on what they already know and can do. Staff plan appropriate next steps 
in learning for children and share them regularly with parents.

n Children learn about those who help them in the community. For example, 
children have enjoyed visits from the emergency services. These help children to 
develop respectful attitudes of those who help them. However, staff do not 
provide consistent opportunities for children to learn about the culture and 
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heritage of children attending the pre-school. This means that children's 
understanding of diversity in modern Britain is less well developed.

n Children have lots of opportunities to practise and develop their early writing 
skills. For example, they use chalks to make marks on blackboards. They 
squeeze, flatten and roll out play dough independently. This helps to strengthen 
children's small-muscle movements in preparation for early writing. 

n Parents are extremely happy with the care and education their children receive. 
They feel well informed about their children's progress. Staff work in partnership 
with parents to suggest ways they can support their children's learning at home.

n Staff are valued and appreciated by the manager. They are supported in their 
role and are able to complete training to help them further develop their 
knowledge and skills. The manager is hands on and is a good role model for 
staff, offering them help and guidance. She regularly completes observations of 
staff and has meetings to discuss how they can improve their practice.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported 
incredibly well. Staff are experienced and work in partnership with other 
professionals, such as speech and language therapists and the inclusion support 
team.

n Staff support children's communication and language development well. They 
play alongside babies and children. Staff repeat the correct pronunciation of 
words, such as 'ball', blow to babies and introduce new vocabulary.

n There are many opportunities for children to develop their independence. 
Children put on their own coats and outdoor shoes when going outside, and 
they collect their own lunch boxes and open them. However, particularly at 
mealtimes, children miss out on opportunities to develop further independence.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders at the nursery are fully committed to safeguarding the children in 
their care. Staff get to know the families of children well. They understand 
precisely what support children and their families need and use this to ensure that 
children thrive. All staff receive regular training to ensure that their knowledge is 
up to date. They are aware of contextual safeguarding issues affecting the local 
community and the impact these may have. Leaders carry out recruitment 
effectively, which helps to ensure that staff are suitable to carry out their role. 
Children play in a very safe and secure environment, which is routinely risk 
assessed.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the curriculum to help children consistently understand differences and 
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similarities between people, cultures and communities different to their own
n provide opportunities to further promote children's independence at mealtimes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2616445

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10263846

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection -10 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Birley Community Pre-School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535040

Telephone number 07525861316

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Birley Community Pre-school registered in 2020 and is located in Sheffield. The 
pre-school employs nine members of staff. All staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3. The pre-school opens during term time, from 9am until 
3pm. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mandy Haddock
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held meetings with the manager and deputy manager and looked 

at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
setting. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education and interactions during 
activities, indoors and outside, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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