
Inspection of Yealmpton Pre-School
The Community & Resource Centre, Stray Park, Yealmpton, Devon PL8 2HF

Inspection date: 9 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children come happily into this friendly pre-school. They settle quickly, including 
younger children who have recently started with them. Staff provide an extremely 
warm welcome and children feel safe, as staff know them well. Children approach 
staff for reassurance and cuddles, which they readily receive. Parents speak highly 
of staff, saying that they 'go the extra mile' to keep them updated about their 
child's progress.

Children behave well and staff deal with small differences of opinions quickly and 
positively. They support children to think about using positive reactions to others, 
and talk through what children could do so everyone is happy. This means that 
children play well together and build secure relationships with each other.

Staff have high expectations of all children. They have a good understanding of 
each child, and adapt activities to support them to make good progress. For 
example, they adapt a Christmas card activity, so all children are challenged and 
supported to make a card for their family. This means children are excited to learn 
and keen to join in the activities planned for them. All children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make good progress in their 
learning and development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff create good relationships with parents and other settings children attend. 
They use three-way communication to make sure that everyone is well informed 
about the children in their care. Parents are keen to share the progress their 
children have made in their learning. Staff use this information, and their 
ongoing assessments of children, to create an engaging and ambitious 
curriculum. 

n The manager supports staff to develop their skills and knowledge. She uses 
regular observations of practice to select training to improve the quality of 
teaching and learning. The manager and staff quickly identify gaps in children's 
learning and development and put interventions in place. Gaps in learning and 
development are closing for children with SEND.  

n Children learn about the community in which they live. They benefit from regular 
trips in the locality. For example, they join local groups for their coffee mornings 
and visit the church to decorate Christmas trees and hold their nativity. They 
develop a strong sense of self and are confident children. 

n Staff place a strong focus on developing children's communication and language 
skills. They have completed training to improve their ability to positively support 
children's communication development. They repeat young children's words, 
modelling correct pronunciation, and use simple signs to support their 
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understanding. Staff ask older children to explain their thinking and build their 
ability to communicate their thoughts. However, the organisation of story time 
activities does not provide opportunities for all children to remain engaged and 
share their thoughts and ideas to practise these skills. 

n Children enjoy daily outings outdoors. They learn to assess risks and how to 
keep themselves safe while crossing roads on walks to the local woods. They 
chat with staff and their friends on the walks and show curiosity in the world 
around them. For example, they explore how ice feels and decide to experiment 
to see how long it takes for the ice to melt on leaves. They enjoy playing 
parachute games which supports their physical development, and practise their 
counting skills while playing hide and seek. 

n The staff work closely with teachers at the local school. They join the Reception 
class for shared sessions and visit the school weekly for lunch in the term before 
children start at the school. This helps children to make a smooth transition to 
school.

n Staff model and support children to understand respectful behaviour. They 
encourage children to take turns, share and tell their friends when they do not 
like something with 'words'. Children are kind and polite. They say 'please' and 
'thank you' independently when interacting with others. On occasion, older 
children are not always challenged on walks outside the pre-school, which 
affects their normally good behaviour.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager follows safer recruitment procedures to ensure that all staff are 
suitable to work with children. She conducts a thorough induction and continues to 
check their ongoing suitability once they start. All staff receive regular relevant 
safeguarding training and the manager ensures that this is up to date. Staff 
recognise the signs and symptoms of different types of abuse and know who to 
contact if they have concerns for the welfare of a child. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more challenge for older children during visits outside the pre-school so 
they continue to behave well and engage in positive play 

n develop the use of story times to encourage all children, including younger ones, 
to join in and share their thoughts to support their engagement and 
communication skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 106285

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10263224

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Yealmpton Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517752

Telephone number 01752 881 810

Date of previous inspection 25 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

Yealmpton Pre-School registered in 1995. It operates from the Yealmpton 
Community Centre, which shares a site with the village primary school. The pre-
school is open Monday to Friday, 7.45am to 6pm, during term time only. It 
employs five members of staff, all with appropriate early years qualifications. Of 
these, one member of staff is qualified at level 6, and all remaining staff hold a 
level 3 qualification. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Martin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector observed the staff's interactions with the children, both indoors 
and outdoors, and the impact of these on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Discussions were held with the manager and staff during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group 

activity.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including checking evidence of 

the suitability of the staff.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection. She held a short meeting with the 
manager to discuss aspects of leadership and management. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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