
Inspection of Noah's Ark Nursery 
(Redditch) Ltd
Ryton Close, Matchborough West, Redditch B98 0EW

Inspection date: 2 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter this pre-school happily, and staff greet them warmly as they arrive. 
They communicate with adults confidently and form secure attachments with the 
attentive staff. Children are aware of pre-school routines and what is expected of 
them. They learn about being healthy. For example, at snack time, they enjoy 
chatting with their friends, drinking water and trying different foods. Children play 
outdoors in the fresh air, and they enjoy being physically active. For example, they 
navigate their way along wooden tracks and learn to balance and stretch as they 
move carefully across stepping stones.

Children make good progress and are confident, curious learners. Staff plan 
learning experiences that build on children's interests, such as building cars with 
nuts and bolts and painting colourful rainbows. Staff plan a range of learning 
opportunities to broaden children's skills and knowledge. For example, children are 
motivated and engaged as they use stones and sticks in the mud kitchen to create 
'puddings' and explore different-shaped objects as they try to roll them down large 
pipes.

Staff support children who speak English as an additional language well. They 
adopt different strategies to help children learn English as well as opportunities to 
use their home languages. Staff also work with other professionals to help children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. For example, they access support 
services, such as speech and language therapy, and devise ways to help children 
keep up with their peers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has failed to notify Ofsted of the appointment of two new directors 
to the company. This is an offence. However, there is no impact on the care or 
safety of the children. The new directors do not come into the provision and are 
not involved in management decisions about the pre-school. Although the 
provider has completed robust suitability checks on the individuals to assess 
their suitability, these checks are the responsibility of Ofsted.

n Managers ensure that staff have regular access to training. This helps staff to 
strengthen their knowledge and build on the skills they need to support children 
in their learning and development. Managers talk confidently about their 
curriculum. They and their staff have a common vision about what they want 
children to know and learn. A well-sequenced curriculum is in place, and staff 
plan learning opportunities that take account of children's next steps and that 
aim to challenge children and reinforce prior learning. Children make good 
progress, as they are engaged and focused on their learning.

n Children's communication and language skills are promoted. Staff talk to children 
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about what they are doing, model language and share new vocabulary in varied 
contexts. Children enjoy singing new songs and repeating familiar rhymes. They 
also develop a love of books and enjoy borrowing favourite stories to take home 
to share with their families. 

n Children particularly enjoy using the outdoor environment. They follow their 
interests and are curious as they explore and play. Children practise and develop 
their thinking and problem-solving skills. For example, they use varied resources 
freely to test their ideas and make links in learning. However, while inside, 
activities tend to be more pre-planned, focused and adult-led. This means that 
sometimes children miss out on opportunities to build on experiences of their 
own choosing and extend their learning. 

n Children learn how to promote their health and well-being. This includes the 
importance of handwashing and eating well. During snack time, staff highlight to 
children that apples are good for them and help them to grow. Children are 
becoming more aware of their own care needs. However, at times, staff step in 
too quickly and do not enable children to have a go or persevere with tasks. 
Consequently, staff are not making the most of opportunities to help children 
increase their independence.

n Children behave well. They listen and respond positively to adults, look after 
toys and resources, play happily with their friends, share and take turns. These 
skills help to prepare children for the next stage in their learning and eventual 
move on to school. 

n Parents say that staff keep them informed about their children's learning and 
progress. They appreciate that additional activities are provided for them to 
support children's learning at home. Parents also feel that the staff teach 
children important social skills in readiness for their future experiences. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff are clear about their responsibilities to protect children from 
harm. They recognise possible signs and symptoms of abuse and know the correct 
procedures to follow if they have any concerns about a child or about the conduct 
of a colleague. Managers and staff undertake regular safeguarding training to keep 
their knowledge up to date. Risk assessments are effective and are carried out 
regularly. They take appropriate actions to keep the indoor and outdoor 
environments safe and fit for purpose.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
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implement procedures to ensure new 
directors provide required information to 
Ofsted and enable suitability checks to 
be completed.

21/12/2022

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance opportunities for children to access experiences, to help them make 
choices and build on their own learning  

n help children to be increasingly independent in managing their own personal 
needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 205332

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10234303

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Noah's Ark Nursery (Redditch) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527607

Telephone number 01527514180

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Noah's Ark Nursery (Redditch) Ltd registered in 1992. They employ 12 members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and 
above. The provision operates during term time only, with sessions available 
Monday to Friday, from 8.15am until 4.30pm. They provide funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Bradford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager, deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum and 
health and safety.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager and 

deputy manager.
n The inspector talked to staff, including key persons, at appropriate times during 

the inspection and took account of their views. 
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and learning, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning 
and development. 

n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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