
Inspection of Irby Primary Pre-School
Irby Primary Pre-School, Irby Primary School Site, 40a Coombe Road, Irby, Wirral, 
Merseyside CH61 4UR

Inspection date: 7 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children behave well and are eager to learn in this calm and purposeful pre-school. 
They build positive relationships with staff, who are warm and caring. Staff have 
high expectations and place a strong emphasis on the promotion of children's 
personal, social and emotional development. They understand the need to build 
strong attachments with children, to help them feel safe and secure, and support 
them to understand their emotions.

Opportunities for outdoor play are plentiful. Children use their muscles as they 
partake in an energetic 'warm-up' session. They climb, balance and skip around the 
well-resourced outdoor area and chase after their friends. Staff are positive role 
models and provide children with clear and consistent behavioural expectations. 
Children follow these expectations well and are beginning to understand the impact 
of their actions.

Staff provide various opportunities for children to count, measure and compare, 
and are skilful in their teaching. For example, children count the number of 
beanbags they throw into a bucket and match this to the correct numeral displayed 
on the wall. Children use excellent problem-solving skills to differentiate between a 
six and a nine, and staff give them time to work things out for themselves. Children 
confidently count the contents of their lunch boxes, discuss capacity during water 
play, and talk about the characteristics of different shapes. Mathematical concepts 
are embedded securely throughout the setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has an ambitious vision for the pre-school and has implemented a 
carefully planned and sequenced curriculum. This is shared with staff, who are 
reflective and committed to providing a high standard of care and education for 
all children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Self-evaluation is accurate and identifies areas for managers to develop further. 
Staff say that they feel supported and valued, and they work diligently to ensure 
the children make good progress. However, staff coaching and focused 
professional development opportunities have not yet been fully prioritised, in 
order to raise the quality of the provision to the highest level.

n Staff place a sharp focus on supporting children's communication and language 
skills and take every opportunity to introduce new and challenging vocabulary. 
For example, during an activity with dinosaurs, wooden blocks and dough, 
children feed twigs to their dinosaurs, and staff say the dinosaurs are 'ravenous'. 
The member of staff explains to children what this new word means, and she 
encourages them to use it in other contexts as they play. Children express 
delight and a sense of achievement as they do this.
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n Children access a broad curriculum that helps to ensure they embed skills across 
all areas of learning. Staff follow children's interests and set up stimulating 
activities to ignite their curiosity. However, occasionally, staff do not give 
children enough opportunity to choose their own resources and express their 
own ideas and creativity, as this is planned and provided for them. 

n Children demonstrate a good knowledge of the daily routines. For instance, 
during a well-organised circle time session, the children listen intently and join in 
with the actions to familiar songs as they practise their Christmas play. These 
adult-led group times are exceptionally well delivered. Staff support children to 
build upon what they already know and can do and have high expectations for 
their progress. Children display positive attitudes to learning and behave well.

n Hygiene practices are effective across the setting, as staff teach children to 
manage their personal needs and become increasingly independent. For 
example, children practise putting on their own pumps, wellingtons and coats 
and know to wash their hands before eating and after they have been outside.

n Staff prepare children for their next stage well and provide lots of opportunities 
for developing their confidence and character. Children benefit from excellent 
links with the local primary school and are well supported through regular visits 
and an innovative 'buddy' system, for their move on to school.

n Parents speak highly about the pre-school and the 'friendly and supportive' 
team. They appreciate the daily feedback they receive and comment on the 
progress their children have made. The pre-school has an open-door policy for 
parents when they need advice, and parents say 'it's like one big family'. These 
highly positive relationships help to ensure the children make good progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has instilled a positive safeguarding culture throughout the setting. 
All staff have completed safeguarding training and fully understand their 
responsibilities to record and report any safeguarding concerns swiftly. Staff teach 
children about keeping safe and potential hazards, such as reminding them that 
the floor is slippery when it is icy, and ask them thoughtful questions, such as 'why 
don't we eat food that has fallen on the floor?' This allows the children to begin to 
manage their own risks and learn to keep themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen professional development and coaching to enhance staff practice and 
extend children's learning to the highest level

n provide more opportunities to support and encourage children to fully express 
their own ideas and creativity.

Inspection report: Irby Primary Pre-School
7 December 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 306407

Local authority Wirral

Inspection number 10265112

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Irby Primary School Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903132

Telephone number 0151 345 1462

Date of previous inspection 25 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Irby Primary Pre-School registered in 1993 and operates from self-contained 
premises in the grounds of Irby Primary School, Wirral. The pre-school employs six 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds qualified teacher status, one holds 
an early years degree, three hold early years qualifications at level 3, and one is 
unqualified. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, during term time only. 
Sessions are from 9am until 3.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marianne McDowell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum and what they want the 
children to learn.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
the impact of teaching on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with parents, children and staff at appropriate times during 
the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector looked at a sample of relevant records and documentation, 
including evidence of staff suitability and training. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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