
Inspection of Tideford Montessori 
Nursery
Tideford Methodist Chapel, Bridge Road, Tideford, Saltash PL12 5HH

Inspection date: 7 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

The curriculum is not effectively sequenced for all children. Staff do not know or 
identify next steps of development for the youngest children. This means that they 
cannot build on what they can already do. The manager does not carry out 
effective supervision and coaching of staff to improve the quality of teaching, 
particularly for the youngest children. This means that not all children are making 
expected progress. 

Children arrive happy and organise themselves for the day ahead. They hang up 
their coats, put on their slippers and self-register on the board. Children get cosy in 
the book area and read stories with their friends under the fairy lights. Staff 
welcome children in with big smiles. Children feel at home and benefit from warm 
and positive relationships with all staff. 

Children learn good independence skills in the setting. Staff support toddlers and 
older children to access the environment freely and undertake jobs for themselves. 
Children help to cut up their fruit for snack and pour their own milk. They wash 
and dry their dishes after snack, then lay their clean plates back down for their 
friends. Children are kind to one another. Staff praise children for demonstrating 
good independence skills. Children are proud of their efforts.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders do not ensure that there is a strong curriculum in place that all staff 
understand. Staff do not identify individual next steps of development for 
babies. This means staff do not know what stage each child is at, and they do 
not make good progress in their learning and development. 

n Staff remind older children of the rules of 'the circle' before story time, such as 
'using their manners', 'good sharing' and 'making room for everyone'. Children 
love to hear the story 'Rumble in the Jungle'. They each take an animal teddy to 
hold from the story sack and make the animals stomp around. This supports 
older children's listening skills and love of books.

n Leaders do not monitor the teaching of children. Staff do not challenge the 
youngest children. For example, babies enjoy climbing on soft play and exploring 
small pumpkins outdoors. However, staff do not use effective teaching methods 
to extend children's curiosity or physical skills. 

n The youngest children do not consistently receive good levels of communication 
and language from staff. Staff do not regularly engage in conversation or sing 
songs with babies. This prevents babies from strengthening their emerging 
vocabulary and hearing new words.

n Children enjoy solving problems together. They lay the lunch table and notice 
there is one space short. Children discuss what they will do to fix it and go to 
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find another chair. This promotes children's self-esteem and gives them 
confidence in their decision-making skills.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are effectively 
supported. Staff liaise closely with parents and other professionals to work 
towards developmental targets. All children are fully included and cared for by 
attentive staff.

n Children have daily fresh air. They build on their upper and lower body strength 
in the garden. They run or roll down the gentle slopes, then help to pull each 
other up again. Children show resilience when they fall and get back up to carry 
on. 

n Staff differentiate learning for older children effectively. They ask children that 
can, to write their name on their work. They ask others to trace their name and 
offer individual support to those who are not ready. This successfully lays the 
foundations for early writing skills.

n Older children have an opportunity to count during the day. Children make 
pretend mud cakes and tell staff they cost 'six pennies'. Staff extend children's 
knowledge on numbers and ask 'What comes next?'. This supports children who 
are developing their counting skills and challenges children who are ready to 
move on to larger numbers.

n Children enjoy broadening their understanding of culture and festivals. They 
share information on different family traditions and bring in photographs of 
holidays. Children look at where their friends have visited on the world map. 
They talk about the similarity and difference of people and places. This helps 
children learn about what makes them unique.

n Parents value the positive relationships that they and their children have with 
staff. Parents are happy they can now enter the setting following the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff monitor sleeping children frequently throughout the day to ensure that they 
are safe and secure. Children learn how to safely carry glasses and china plates to 
the table. They know to carry one at a time and this reduces risk. Children develop 
an understanding of basic first aid. When a child needs a cold compress, other 
children volunteer to get the ice pack. Staff talk to the children about how this will 
help the minor injury. Staff know the signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect. 
They know how to escalate concerns to outside agencies. This helps maintain 
children's welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:
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Due date
ensure that the planning of the 
curriculum consistently builds on what 
the youngest children know and can do, 
to enable all children to make good 
progress in their learning and 
development

07/03/2023

develop effective supervision and 
coaching of staff practice to improve the 
quality of teaching, particularly for the 
youngest children, to help them make 
good progress.

07/03/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to improve communication with younger children, so that children 
are exposed to rich and varied language. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2612231

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10262650

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person LT Learning LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number 2612230

Telephone number 01752 852111

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Tideford Montessori Nursery registered in 2005 and re-registered in 2021. It is 
located in Tideford, Cornwall. The nursery is open from Monday to Thursday, 8am 
to 5.30pm, and from 8am to 5pm on Friday, all year round. The nursery receives 
funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
There are nine members of staff, one of whom has a relevant childcare 
qualification at level 6. Six other members of staff hold childcare qualifications 
between level 2 and level 4. The nursery follows the Montessori ethos of teaching.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jemma Honey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children and 
carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.

n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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