
Inspection of Barkham Pre-School
Barkham Village Hall, Church Lane, Barkham, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 4PL

Inspection date: 7 December 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm welcome from staff when they arrive at the pre-school. 
They confidently say goodbye to parents and manage their personal belongings. 
For example, they place their lunch box from home on the trolley independently. 
Children quickly settle at their chosen activity. Those that need a little help receive 
a reassuring cuddle. This helps them to feel safe and secure and supports their 
well-being. Children form strong attachments with staff. For example, in the 
garden, children have fun with staff as they excitedly throw hoops onto an antler 
hat. This delights the children and supports higher levels of engagement and 
interaction.

Children develop good social skills. For example, they chat together at mealtimes, 
comparing the contents of their sandwiches. They help each other by picking up a 
toy that another has dropped. Children behave well. They learn how to share and 
take turns with popular resources. Overall, staff have high expectations for each 
child, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
Children who are learning to speak English as an additional language make good 
progress in communication. Children have a positive attitude to learning. They are 
curious and test their ideas. For example, staff know the children's interests well 
and provide a range of vehicles that children enjoy pushing across the floor. 
Children observe the speed and comment on the car's performance and distance 
travelled.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff develop children's love of books and stories. Staff and children snuggle up 
with a book outside on a blanket. They enjoy a wide range of books inside in the 
reading den. Staff make very good use of pictures and interactive features to 
develop children's understanding. For example, staff point out the numerals on 
the clock face in the book as children move the hands to match the story. 
Children are attentive and engaged as they practice familiar Christmas songs. 
Children remember the words and are confident to join in the actions.

n Staff follow effective procedures to manage children's allergies. However, at 
times, during some routine activities and mealtimes, staff do not recognise the 
spontaneous opportunities which arise to challenge children's skills, thinking and 
learning even further.  

n Staff use mathematical language as children play with dried pasta. They ask 
children if their pots are 'full' or whether they need 'more'. Staff encourage 
children to make simple mathematical calculations. For example, children count 
how many hoops they have thrown, and how many they have left to throw.

n Children are beginning to manage their personal needs. They take themselves to 
the toilet and know where to find tissues to wipe their noses. They wash their 
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hands independently. After lunch, they wipe their faces. Children understand the 
routines of the pre-school. When children hear the music for tidy-up time, they 
help to put toys away. They readily join others on the mat for stories and songs. 

n Children strengthen their fine motor skills using play dough to make tree 
decorations. They explore the dough, describing it as 'sticky and gooey, like 
peanut butter'. Staff provide appropriate tools for the children and demonstrate 
their use well. However, staff have not considered ways to maximise their play 
and help reduce waiting times before children can engage in their learning.

n Parents love the family feel of the pre-school. They comment that they know 
what the children are learning in the pre-school and have noticed progress at 
home. Parents are very happy with the communication they receive from leaders 
and staff. They feel well informed about their child's development through 
informal discussions and formal meetings. Staff know the children well. They 
identify children's learning needs and share these with parents and the rest of 
the team.

n All staff are well supported by leaders. Staff feel able to share ideas with leaders 
and are confident to ask their colleagues questions. Leaders attend network 
meetings to keep up to date with safeguarding and SEND procedures. Leaders 
have made improvements to the pre-school garden since the last inspection and 
have increased security and accessibility for children. Leaders have a clear vision 
for future developments at the pre-school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are alert to the signs and symptoms of neglect and abuse. They know how to 
record concerns and who to inform, both in the setting and outside agencies. There 
are procedures for recording and reporting children's injuries. Staff are aware of 
their responsibilities to be vigilant about radicalisation. They know what to do if 
they have concerns about a staff member's behaviour towards children. Leaders 
maintain their knowledge through local network safeguarding meetings. The pre-
school uses risk assessment effectively to identify and mitigate hazards to 
children's health, safety and security.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider the delivery and pace of activities to encourage children to be more 
actively involved in their learning

n support staff in recognising the rich and spontaneous opportunities which arise 
during snack and mealtimes to challenge children's thinking and learning even 
further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 148639

Local authority Wokingham

Inspection number 10263523

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Barkham Pre School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907762

Telephone number 01189760750

Date of previous inspection 4 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Barkham Pre-School opened in 1971. It is located in Barkham, Berkshire. It opens 
Tuesday, between 9am and 12.45pm, and Wednesday to Friday, between 9am and 
2.30pm, term time only. Lunch club is available each day. The pre-school receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. A total of five members of staff are employed to work with children; 
two hold qualified teacher status and two have relevant childcare qualifications at 
level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqui Szrejder
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The acting supervisor joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the supervisor, of a group 
activity to develop fine motor skills.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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