
Inspection of Merry-Go-Round
St James Church Hall, Church Street, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8DE

Inspection date: 4 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children attend happily and are warmly welcomed into this family-run setting. They 
relish exploring the environment. Children attach well to nurturing staff. They are 
happy to separate from their parents. Staff support children to settle in their own 
time. They have very high expectations of all children. Older children begin to 
develop the skills they need for school. Older children begin to develop the skills 
they need for school. They engage in challenging activities and experiences that 
extend their learning. They confidently discuss these with the staff. For example, 
when measuring their height, they learn about ordering. Children's behaviour is 
good. Staff are strong role models. They address any small squabbles with speed. 
Children remember to use 'kind' hands when playing with their friends.

Staff encourage children to be independent from an early age. For example, 
children take a tissue, wipe their nose, and put the tissue in the bin, then wash 
their hands with sanitiser. At snack time, children choose healthy food and fruit 
from the snack bar. This is open for an extended time. Children's learning is not 
interrupted. The knowledgeable staff plan an effective curriculum that is ambitious 
for all children. There is a theme of the week, such as nursery rhymes. Children 
learn the rhymes and cut and stick Humpty Dumpty pictures. They make characters 
with play dough on play mats that link to the rhymes they have learned.

Parents are very positive about the nursery. They say communication is excellent. 
For example, they use a communications book, social media, phone calls and daily 
chats. In addition, parents of children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) are very pleased with the swift support for their children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is a well-planned curriculum in place. Managers know what they want 
children to achieve at every stage of their development. They take a step-by-
step approach that ensures they build on what children already know and can 
do. This supports them to quickly reduce gaps in children's learning. 

n Staff provide good opportunities for children to develop their literacy skills. For 
instance, children listen to stories and talk about the characters they see in the 
books. In addition, staff link stories to other activities and use props to extend 
children's learning. For example, children happily recite the recurring rhyme of 
the 'Gingerbread Man'. They play with the wooden characters from the story. 
Children also use resources that develop their mathematical skills. For example, 
a game of hiding toy fruits in semolina engages children. They count them as 
they dig to find them.

n Managers scrutinise their setting regularly to ensure that all aspects of the 
provision are highly effective. They successfully identify areas for improvement 
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and implement appropriate changes. For example, they have noticed that some 
children who speak English as an additional language (EAL) and those who are 
still affected as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic need extra language support. 
Due to this, staff attend training to specifically focus on language activities.

n Staff encourage children to become independent learners. They set up enticing 
workstations that reflect each area of the curriculum. Staff have written prompts 
to remind them of how they can extend children's learning. They encourage 
children to develop new skills, such as using scissors. Children spell out two 
syllable words with wooden letter shapes. 

n Staff ensure that the children get fresh air and exercise.  On a walk, they relish 
seeing a squirrel eating a nut. Staff encourage children talk about where the 
flowers come from. They ask questions, and children recall seeing the planting. 
They discuss how they have grown. This supports children's developing memory 
while they are learning about the natural world.

n Members of the management team are passionate about training their staff. This 
helps to strengthen their practice. The impact on outcomes for children is 
positive. Staff report that the family atmosphere supports them. The managers 
work alongside the staff to build trust. Staff are enthusiastic about their work 
with children. They endeavour to accomplish excellence in their practice. 

n Children who speak EAL have good support. They learn about their place in the 
community. However, staff do not prioritise offering interesting and ongoing 
ways for children to learn about other people and cultures outside of their 
experience.

n Children are welcome in the adjacent church. Staff use this as a resource for 
celebrations and to teach children about wider world issues. For example, they 
celebrate Christian festivals there. They lit candles for the Queen on her passing. 
They were delighted to receive a response when they wrote to her office. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff know how to identify and respond to signs of abuse. They are confident 
about reporting any concerns to their designated safeguarding lead. Managers and 
staff know the procedures to report safeguarding concerns to the relevant 
authorities. They complete safeguarding and child protection training. Staff are 
confident to talk about the signs and the impact of a broad range of child 
protection issues. Staff complete regular risk assessments to ensure that the 
environment is safe for children. Managers deploy staff effectively to ensure that 
they are always supervised. They are especially vigilant when children are leaving 
the building. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n extend opportunities for children to develop a deeper understanding of people 
and communities different to their own.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY220882

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10234636

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Merry Go Round Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520979

Telephone number 07792449235

Date of previous inspection 23 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Merry-Go-Round registered in 2002. It is a privately owned pre-school in 
Weybridge, Surrey. The pre-school is open each weekday, from 9.15am to 
12.30pm, during term time only. There are nine members of staff, six of whom 
hold an early years qualification. Funding is accepted for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kay Beckwith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision.

n During a learning walk around the provision, the manager explained the 
nursery's curriculum and what they teach the children.

n The inspector spoke to the special educational needs coordinator to understand 
how the provision for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
is organised. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with a manager.
n The inspector spoke to parents to get their views.
n A selection of documents were scrutinised by the inspector.
n The inspector observed children playing and spoke to them to get their views on 

the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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